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Immediate action please* Please tell me 
when it is complete* 

Pile is with Cypher Assistant with whom this 
letter should be filed. 

Only Reg(G) , Cypher ABstt and Accountant to 
know of this matter* 

ltd. RS 12-5-53 

The amount of ¥ 20,000 has been removed from 
SS’s safe and handed over to Accountant, and has 
been credited as indicated in PUC. A copy of 
the Receipt'* Voucher is placed on the file for 
information and record. 
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With reference to E.A. Ministry* s telegram No. 

28436 of July 30th, I summarize below the developments 

0 

to-date regarding the memorial service for the late 
Subhas Chander Bose. 

The Chief— Eniest of the Renkoji Temple wherein the 
ashes are being kept met me in details and subsequently the 
Ambassador briefly. He was informed that the Embassy had 
no objection to his idea of a memorial service on August 18, 
1955. He was advised, however, that the memorial service 
should be conducted in an appropriate and dignified manner. 
Apparently the temple -ma nagement commi ttee members amongst 
whom there are also members of the Diet and of the Municipal 
Assembly sensed the interest of the Embassy and decided to 
i gain political profit thereby. This was discovered when I 


* 


met the Director of the Asian Affairs Bureau and particular!’ 


the Chief of Protocol who was rather worried that we were 
encouraging the temple management committee in collecting 
funds both privately and from the Japanese Government to h« 
a Japanese styled memorial service. The Japanese style 
memorial service includes besides the brief religious ser- 
vice , feasting and distribution of gifts on as lavish a 
scale as is warranted by the circumstances of those who 
sponsor the memorial service. The Director of the Aslan 
Affairs Bureau felt that the Gaimusho should be represented 
at the memorial service but the Chief of Protocol was quite 
clear, that it would not be proper for the Japanese Govern- 
ment to be represented at a memorial service unless the 
service was sponsored by either a ^Diplomatic Mission or the 



Japanese Government itself* So far as sponsorship by 
the Japanese Government was concerned there was little 
time to put the matter up to the Japanese Government for 
a decision. Also it was unlikely that the Japanese 
Government would in any case agree to holding the service 
in the Renkoji Temple or in any other temple and not 
prefer a non-religious place. The Director of the Asian 

Affairs Bureau was agreeable, however, to attending the 

1 

service in his private capacity providing the circumstances 
so warranted. Upon subsequent discussions with the Chief 
Priest and the temple management committee it was found 
that the temple authorities had indeed thought of collect- 
ing money and doing publicity which incidentally but 
materially would be of benefit to the Renkoji Temple. 

/The Renkoji Temple is not a very popular temple in Tokyo 
being of the Nichiren Sect which is the minority 
Buddhist Sect in Japan, ' Keeping these factors in view 
the Chief Priest was advised that the Embassy would not 
be happy if the memorial service was followed by feastinfe 
and revelry or any undesirable publicity. The Chief 
Priest assured me that he himself was not interested in 
any money and would ensure that the service was conducted 
in a simple but appropriate manner. He felt, however, 
that a service on a more elaborate scale might be 
conducted later on. 

The temple authorities besides sending a formal 

• r i 

intimation to us also sent intimations to certain other 

i 

individuals. The Embassy staff was accordingly advised 
to feel free to attend the service. A wreath was sent 
• oj)^heb*if---o£--fche— Ambassador and under his instructions 
and in his absence on tour to the Hokkaido Island I 
i attended the service on August 18th. The Registrar from 
the Trade Section was also present. Amongst the Indians 
there was Mr. S.S. Virjk of Malaya, the former I.N.A. 
cadet in Japan and presently studying at Tokyo Universi4 
ty under Japanese scholarship, who took the ashes from 
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Mr, Sahay's house to the Renkoji Temple in September, 

1945. Also Mr. Mur thy, the younger brother of the 
•famous* Mr. Murthy who is supposed to have grown rich 
at the expense of the I.N.A. funds, two Indian visitors 

whose names I do not know and another Indian resident 

* * 

in Tokyo but whose family is settled in Ceylon, 

I gathered that the Chief Pries t has during the 

past-years also h eld .private servi ces on each August 18 

* _ 

but has not specifically notified any one of the services 

. * 

being held and as such the attendance, if any, was by the 

# 

followers of the Nichiren Sect who happened to be visit- 
ing Renkoji Temple at 'that time. On this occasion such 

f 

stray visitors were apparently confined to the outer 
halls and the corridors during the period of the service. 
Inside the service hall which would normally seat 60 or 
70 persons only 25 persons were present besides the 

I * 

I temple priests. Amongst them were Lady To jo, wife of 
the late General Tcjo with her A.D.C., ex-General Kawabe, 
former Supreme Commander of the Burma Area Forces, ex- 
Lt. General Nakamura, former Commander-In-Chief of the 
Siam Area Army, ex-Lt. General Mutaguchi, former Commander- 

\ in-Chief of the North Burma Advanced Army which went upto 

/ ' 

Imphal and ex-dolonel Fujiwara, who was the Adviser-in- 
Chief to the I.N.A. in Burma and Principal Staff Officer 
of the Southern Area Army. It might be mentioned that 
Lt. General Nakamura and Colonel Fujiwara were taken to 
India during the I.N.A. trials and served imprisonment 
as War Criminals In Singapore. The other three Generals 
served their term as War Criminals in Sugamo in Japan. 

I understand that all of these ex army officers are now 
in private business. I do not know the names of the 
other persons as I was not introduced to them but I 
spotted two members of the House of Councillors who 
were hoticeable on account of their distinctive purple 
colour lapel badges which signified the membership of 
the House of Councillors, 
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I understand that Mr Majumdar, the present 
President of the Indian Association had initially 
thought of attending the service but desisted from doing 

’ , - . t - r ' is ± \ 

so. He was apparently prevailed upon by the few vocal 
members of the Indian community who either do not 

accept the fact of Netaji*s death or dislike participa- 

j - * c r 7 v p m . 9- C- 

tion in anything connected with Mr. Murthy and Mr.Aiyar. 

o 

The service started just after 3.00 p.m. and 

/*• ~ v r . • 

lasted for slightly less than an hour. The first half 

•c- % - •* . « - r-* , \ * V . v *- r 

► f* • « 

consisted of prayers in Japanese and the latter half of 
recitation from the Geeta. There were no speeches on 
this occasion. All present burnt incense according to 
Japanese Buddhist ritual In front of an altar inside 

the hall. The wooden box containing the ashes was not 

• ’ . • r , . ^ t 

placed on the altar but kept in a different part of the 
hall. I believe that this was done in' order to avoid 
any Controversy about honouring the ashes which are 
still not accepted by some as genuine and also to avoid 
any feeling that any particular human being was being 
worshipped. I think that the service as such was 
conducted in a simple but very dignified and orderly 
manner. 

■" . t 

After the service I was introduced to Lady Tojo 

V • f ' ; 4 t - - ' - • 

and the ex army officers named above. I gathered from 

them that Count Keizo Shibusawa grandson of the founder 

t * 4 • > 1 % 4 T^ 

of the former Shibusawg Zaibatsu, presently President 

• % . | 

of the International Telegraph and Telephone Company 

i j ‘ C- H , ^ i 1 ** % n I • % 

etc. is thinking of financing a Subhas Chander Bose 
study group in Japan. The Generals present at the 
service were fairly enthusiastic about the idea but 
did not clarify as to what the objective of the study 
group would be. 

The urgent Issue seems to me to be the disposal 
of the ashes. Although two successive Heads of Mission 
in* accordance with Government instructions have asked 

4 

p \ • • / 

% • 

the Chief Priest of the Renkoji Temple to continue as 


the custodian of the ashes on behalf of the Embassy 
of India the box containing the ashes bears no seals 
of the Government. Aesthetically the box is not very 
attractive either. There is no reason perhaps to 

w ' * -'*••• . o * v C : -vf,, f) 

suspect that the Chief Priest would have tampered with 

r. r v 

the contents of the box in any manner as he is not 
particularly interested in the ashes one way or the 

*■ A * ' * * J 

other. He is nevertheless a fairly aged gentleman and 

• ^ * * r* • 0 p ** C • 

not getting any younger. If, on the other hand, we 

* 1 ** ^ 
put Government seals on the box now expectations will 

immediately be aroused that Government are likely to 

take over the ashes soon. Also the temple management 

authorities may raise enough fuss thereafter to oblige 

us in donating some money for the temple. I feel 

U > ’ ■ - ** - * J 

fairly satisfied that the Chief Priest is a good man 
and speaks sincerely when he states that he is not 

Q \ ' - ' " •• : •• ' D c 

interested in making any money out of his custodianship 
of the ashes. He does say, however, that whatever we 

*> \ T ~ ~ i-., . •» ... • • 

may give should be for the temple thereby implying an 
expectation, not unreasonable of an eventual donation 
from Government for the temple. It would be best, 
therefore, if whatever donation has to be given is 

D . -• 4 

given only at one point Qf time and that too only aftel* 
a final decision has been reached on the disposal of the 
aahes. It might be better, under the circumstances, nolt 

*. < 0 f “.’**■ 5 f pv - ; . ;r • •; - 

to put any Government seals on the box containing the 

O * 

ashes until a firm decision has been reached about the 

* ‘ r 

disppsition of the ashes themselves. Perhaps these 

. 

things cannot be hurried but if the ashes are accepted 
as genuine it would be desirable to arrange a somewhat 

more appropriate custody thereof than is the case at 

• • , tv r 

* 

present and at least a more proper receptacle for them, 
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25 . 8.55 


Ambassador 



-r* 

In my view, we should let the ashes be 

■'v 

where they are now in the Renkoji Temple for the present, 
I do not think it would be wise at this stage to take 
any step such as F.S. has suggested to put Government 
seals on the box containing the ashes, 

A copy of these notes may be forwarded to the 
E„A. Ministry for information, 

( B.R.Sen ) 

30. 8. 55 
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In connection with the proposed second memorial 
service arranged by the Renkoji Temple for September the 

wVvcv^ 4 

18th. Mr. Kawasaki,|was either unable or unwilling to 
clarify in detail why the Gaimusho was interesting itself 
in this service when they had not done so in the previous 
service. From what I_ could gather it appears that there 
is still some disparity of thinking between the Protocol 

Division and the Asian Affairs Bureau. Apparently the 

* % 

earlier decision of the Gaimusho not to be represented 
dir the August 18th service was hasty and has been 
held incorrect by the higher ups In the Government 
including Mr. Hatoyama Itfio according to Mr. Kawasaki 
has been influenced by various Diet Members. I have 

% *• * » • i # « 

explained clearly to Mr. Kawasaki and he agrees that the 

% 

Government of India could not possibly be expected to 
attend a service every month, and that the Embassy would 
not in any way participate in the proposed service for 
September the 18th. I have also informed Mr.- Kawasaki 
that newspapers are already beginning to wonder as to 

ft 

% 

why the Gaimusho was not represented at the previous 
service and why th'#"' Indian Embassy will not be represented 
at the proposed service. I have clarified that whilst 
we could not but welcome any honour that the Government 
of Japan may wish to render to one of our national heroes 
it would be unfortunate if this is done in a manner which 
would invite controversy and participation by the Gaimusho 
in the September 18th service is likely to do so under 
the circumstances. Mr. Kawasaki said that he would do 
his best to* to see that the Press does not create any 
controversy at the Gaimusho 1 s non-attendance on the last 
service and the Indian Embassy's non-attendance at the 
proposed service and that he would also ensure that any 
participation by the Gaimusho now was done in as' m 

<x 

u'rwqbtru s ive*manner as possible. 

I have a feeling that in deciding to participate 
in the proposed service the Gaimusho is partly atoning 


) 


and 

for its non-attendance on the last occasion ^ partly 

» ' 

there is some other reason which Mr. Kawasaki was not 
willing to give out. However, he is quite clear that 
the Indian Embassy could not properly be expected to 
attend another memorial’ service on September the 18th 
after having done^on August 18th which was the more 
correct date. 


( A.K.Dar ) 
15. 9. 55 


.11 


Ambassador 
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Subsequent ,to the above I am made further 

« % 

enquiries about the second memorial service on September 

18th, 1955. September 18th was selected by the temple 

• • 

authorities because according to Japanese Buddhist 
tradition a memorial service can be held every month 
so long as the date is the same as the date of the death!, 

• 0 

-About 35 persons in all were present at the second memo- 
rial service at the Renkoji Temple. The assemblage 
included Lady To jo, ex-General Kawabe, th 9a$ ec retary of 
Mr. Sh-igemitsu, representing the Foreign Minister of 
Japan, Mr. Hattori, the Chief of the India desk represent- 
ing the Gaimusho, Mr. Matsuda, also of the India desk 

• * * I • 

and- five Indians. Of these five, one was Mr. Tandon 
of the P.T.I. who went primarily as a reporter. The 

remaining four were Mr. S.3. Virik, a visiting Buddhist 

0 

Monk, person from Ceylon who claims Indian descent 
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and- a casual Indian visitor. Mr. Shigemltsu sent 
flowers through his Secretary and the Gaimusho donated 
Yen 20,000 as condolence money which is customary in 
Japan on such occasions but which was al-s'o given on this 
occasion as part compensationijto the Chief Priest for 
keeping the ashes. Three persons spoke at- the occasion 
including the Chief Priest himself. The Chief Priest 
apart from other 'things expressed his annoyance that 
the Indian community by absenting itself should Con- 
tinue to imply that the ashes were not genuine. 

The* change^ in the attitude of the Gaimusho, 
to a memorial service for Netajijin comparison to 

abstention on the last occasion was*, I gathered, owing 

« ■ . 

to differences ..of .opinion in the gaimusho itself. This 
question had all along been dealt with in the Protocol 

Division of the Gaimusho and tne Cnief of Protocol ruled 

- \ 

previously in consultation with the Vice-Foreign Minister 

• » 

that the Gaimusho could not properly interest itself 
in any memorial service organized privately at a temple. 
The Asian Affairs Bureau, on the other hand, had held 
that this attitude would, apart from being somewhat 

* r 

disrespectful to Netaji not be good public relations 

either. The temple management authorities had all along 

% 

been anxious both to collect; some money for the temple 

% . . 

by holding a memorial service and also to secure some 

i 

publicity for the temple itself. They complained 

ft 

about the abstention of the Gaimusho from the August 

9 * • 

18th service to certain Diet Members who represented 
to some Cabinet Ministers till eventually Mr. Shigemitsu 
was apprised of the position. The Foreign Minister 
was generally favourable to the stand of the Asian 
Affairs Bureau and the Asi^n Affair's Bureau accordingly 
encouraged the temple to go ahead with the preparation 
for the service on the ISth September irrespective of 
whether the Indian Embassy or any one else was interest- 

V 

edf^or not. I have also been given to understand that 






'V a yiS Xr - % y 1 

that the Japanese Embassy in India consulted" General 

# 

Bhonsle bn the matter and got the impression that a 
formal memorial service would be quite appropriate. I 
doubt if the Japanese Embassy knew or mentioned to 
General Bhonsle that memorial service had already 
been held on August 18th and that the Indian Embassy 
had Deen represented at that service. This, however, 
is a somewhat irrelevant point as the responsibility ■ 
for encouraging the temple authorities to hold the 
second memorial service on September 18th rests fully 

I ‘ * . 

with the Gaimusho who sought to rectify their earlier 
incorrect stand by participation in this second memorial 
service. 

% • t 

• I cannot help feeling, that the 

Gaimusho are interested in having the, ashes sent to 

India in order to close the still lurking suspicion in 

« • 

their minds that the Indians somehow hold the Imperial 

Japanese Government responsible for some negligence in 

not safeguarding the life of Netaji and the' property 

of the I.N.A. which he was reportedly carrying. So 

far as I am aware, however, no formal approach has ye't . 

been made by the Government of Japan to ascertain whether 

^ % 

the Government of India would arrange for the removal 

♦ 

of the ashes from Japan. In the meantime both the 

I • t 

Vernecular and the English Press is again attempting to 
find some sensational mystery in this apparent contro- 

4 m 

versy." We can obviously take no initiative in the matter 

9 • 

unless the Government of India who are fully aware of 
the situation indicate whether they are willing to 
proceed further. 


* * 


( A.K.Dar ) 
20. 9. 55 


Ambassador 
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EMBASSY OF IHDIA. TOKID 

SUBJECT*- LATE ■- SUBjAg CHAUDRA BOSS AMD I.H.A. TREASURE 
out 

Set /be low are the views and feelings of some of 
the mire vocal members of the Indian community on the above 
subject which have corns to ny notice during the last one year. 

A. THE FACT OF DEATH * 

(1) There are reports that Subhas Chandra Bose when 
he left Rangoon had no intention of proceeding to Japan via 
Formosa. If that is so it seems odd that he suddenly changed 
his mind after arrival at Saigon. It is possible that he was 
compelled by the Japanese authorities to board a plane that was 

going to Japan. 

(2) The story put up by the Japanese that Bose 
was fleeing from the Occupation Authorities is highly derogatory 

for no leader like Subhas Chandra Bose would leave his men without 

\ 

making any arrangements for their safety and well-being. 

(3) Even if it is conceded that he was coining to 
Japan with the object of final discussions with the Japanese 
authorities and voluntarily boarded the plane at Formosa it seems 
unusual that on the one hand he should after the accident be 
well enough to prevail upon the attending Japanese doctors to 

give priority in treatment to others and at the same time that 

* 

he should yartitoly have died over-oigit • If it is correct that 
he was fully conscious despite his bums on the night of August 
17th migfrt it not be that the Japanese doctors were under 
instructions not to treat him properly so that they would have 
less difficulty with the anticipated demands of the Occupation 
Authorities for turning him over. 

(4) It seems that besid€£the testimony of Habib-ur- 

* 

Rahman there is no direct evidence as to the fact of death and 
subsequent cremation. In ease the Government of India have satis- 
fied themselves that the death and cremation 'are correct and no 
negligence can be attributed to any source the full facts for 
such a conclusion should be published. 

B. THE GEHPHfEHESS OF THE ASHES * 

(1) It is not known whether Habib-ur-Rahman was 

# * 1 t 
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physically well enough to supervise the cremation and the 
collection of the adies. 


(2) Sven if Habib-ur-Rahman did supervise the 
cremation and collection of the ashes there is no direct evidence 
that those were the very ashes which the Japanese Government 
turned over to Aiyer and Ramamurthy. 

(3) The fact that Aiyer and Murthy received the 

a die s and asked the I.N.A. cadet to deposit them in the Renkoji 
Temple seems strange behaviour when many Indians still in Japan 
who had already risked their lives would not have hesitated to 
safeguard the ashes of a national hero. There could obviously 

be no certainty under the circumstances if the adies were 

* 

genuine and even if they were if the urn which has been lying in 
the Renko j i_ T emple for the last 10 years does in fact contain 
the ashes of Subha s Chandra Bose. Keeping in view that this 
matter was brought to the attention of the first Indian Repre- 
sentative to Japan Shri B. Rama&o in 1%7 by a written memoran- i 
dum from the then President of the Indian Association it seems 

strangely disrespectful that the Government of India should have 

' * ' < 

taken no interest in the subject until this year. 

(4) In ease the Government of India now decide 
to accept the ashes as genuine a full statement should be issued 

4 S , ' # m _ f f 

^ ^ S l r , , 

showing the evidence t»5 r which such a conclusion haB been reached 
and explaining satisfactorily diy no action was taken in the 
matter for almost 10 years. There have been reports that the 
Government of India are how willing to cover up for the negli- 
gence and worse of the Japanese Government over the matter of 
Subha s Chandra Bose perhaps in order to derive some political 
advantage from Japan. That would be deeply mcrtlfyint; if 

correct. ' 

. w ■ • 

- C. THE I.N.A. TREASURE : 

(1) It has been confirmed that Subhas Chandra Bose 
was carrying two heavy suitcases of which one at least contained 
treasure only. Is 1$ not unusual then that the contents of both 

^hese suitcasesfj&uild have been packed in two Kerosene oil tins 

plane 

after'tft^/erash. It is very likely that the Japanese authorities 
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in Formosa did not send everything to Tokyo. 

(2) Even so, the two containers were handed over to 
Raraamurthy and Aiysr in September 1945 and for- six years they 

completely denied any knowledge of having received any treasure 

• . 

whatsoever. In the meantime both Aiyer and Ramamurthy have 
prospered materially without any visible means. In 1947 ldien the 
memorandum was submitted to Shrl B. Ramafiao the reply received 
by the then President of the Indian Association was that the 
Government of India could not interest itself in the I.H.A. funds. 
It was only four years later that Government made any attempt to 
find out whether there was some I.H.A. treasure involved In the 
plane crash at Formosa. May the reason not be that only after 
Aiyer and Ranaraurthy had managed to get away with the treasure 
that they informed the Government of India of their being some 
property which they ceremoniously handed over in order to cover up 
their misappropriation of the bulk of such treasure. There ie no 

* r , , . r> . . 

information that the Government of India has taken any action in 

order to thoroughly investigate the treasure that was being carried 

' ' , P 'i ’ / • ; , 2 J _ : •' 

in the ill-fated plane and what happened subsequently to it. 

* 

Obviously Aiyer and Murthy could have taken out such treasure from 
Japan only with the connivance of the Japanese authorities and the 
' excuse that conditions in Japan were then very confused is net 
sufficient enumeration .for the negligence of the Japanese author!- 
ties in allowing the I.H.A. property to be smuggled out of the 
country. G ov er nm e nt should hold a public enquiry which if it would 
not get back the treasure would at least determine who the likely 
culprits were who did away with it. . 

Finally the general complaint is that the disinterested 
attitude of the Government of India for almost 10 years is not 
particularly praiseworthy as it not only helped the guilty parties 
concerned to escape without blame but also because it postpones 
the rendering of honour to one of the great leaders who gave his 

life for the independence of India. 

■ - • 

3& vdll b@ observed that the stand of the Indian 



community is not completely logical' but reflects a fair 
degree of emotion,. 
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Ambassador 
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: Mr. Nakagawa, Director of the Asian Affairs 
Division told me this afternoon that he had been asked 

by the Foreign Minister to convey to the Indian Embassy 

*■ % 

that the proposal of the Government of India to conduct 
an enquiry into the 'circumstances of the death of the 
late Shri Subhas Chandra Bose was acceptable to the 
Government of Japan in the terms in which the proposal 
was made by the Indian Ambassador to the Foreign 
Minister. 

2. Mr. Nakagawa informed me that if the Ambassador 
wished to receive the above reply from Mr. Kadowaki 


that could be arranged but so far as the Government of 
Japan was concerned the above consent of the Government 

I 

of Japan to the idea in principle could now be trans- 
mitted by us to the Government of India. 

• - 

3. Mr. Nakagawa added that the Government of Japan 

* 

hope* that there would be no departure from the main 
objective in view and extraneous enquiries and aside 
researches would not be made. 

4. Mr. Nakagawa then asked for our detailed proposals 

about the method in which the enquiry is proposed to 
• • • • , 
be conducted and whether we would give any documents to 

the Government of Japan in advance to enable the 

Japanese side to assemble the facts readily for further 

• • 

cross-examination. Mr. Nakagawa informed me that on 
their side the Japanese Government is preparing a 
detailed note containing all relevant information 
available about the circumstances relating to the death 
and would be happy to make that document available to 

• * » i ' ' 

us for transmission to India in confidence. 

5. Mr. Nakagawa requested finally that the present 
. ’ status of negotiations on the subject should not be 

revealed in public without prior intimation to the 
Japanese Government and unless it was absolutely 
necessary to give publicity. Mr. Nakagawa clarified 

that of course the fact of enquiry would become public 

♦ 

at a slightly later stage if and when any enquiry team 
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iri Srf^esb Chandra Bose and Shri Shah 
Nawaz Khan sajj^ne this morning. The former gave roe 
the attached better. 


2. I told him that the enquiry had necessarily 

to be private and not a public one. It was not a 

judicial enquiry in the normal sense of the word, 

and no oaths could lie given. The matter was complicated 

because the enquiry will largely take place in a 

foreign country, namely Japan, and we could not 

impose any terras on the Japanese Government, le 

had to proceed with their full cooperation. Our 

effort should be to get as many facts as possible 

about Netaji Subhash Bose’s last days - his disappearance 

or death or whatever it was. Apart from the direct 

evidence which we have thus far received and which 

may further be obtained, it seerns to me almost 

inconceivable that Netaji should be alive. Over 

ten years have passed since the aircraft accident. 

Sven if he had escaped then I cannot conceive how 
he could possibly remain silent during all these 
years when it was very easy for him to communicate 

in various ways with India* All presumptions, 
therefore, are that he died and the real enquiry 

( would be largely about the circumstances, but it 
was open to the Enquiry Committee to enquiry into 
every fact and circumstances available to them. 


3. These are the general terms of reference. 

It is not necessary to make them more precise. Cn 
arrival in Japan, the Committee should immediately 
get into touch with representatives of the Japanese 
Government and discuss this matter with them and 
seek their cooperation. They will, of course, keep 
in constant touch with our Ambassador. As our 
Ambassador is in Delhi now, it is desirable that 
they should meet him before he goes back to Japan. 
Only two Members of the Committee are in Delhi at 
present. The third Member, Mr, Maitra, has not 
arrived yet. He is expected in a day or two. 


4'. I pointed out to 3bri Suresh Bose that 

Dr. Radha Binod Hal’s appointment to this Committee 
was not suitable because of the part he played in 
the War Criminals’ trial* He is, of course, a very 
eminent cirminal jurist and is well known in Japan 
and elsewhere. But, in the circumstances, his 
functioning in this Committ 'e might raise difficult 
problems and might not be liked by some foreign 
countries like the USA, which has considerable 
influence in Japan still. Apart from this, my 
impression is that Dr. Pal has accepted some kind 
of work on an International Commission elsewhere . 


5. I told Shri Suresh Bose that the question 

of War Criminals does not arise and we are not going 
to ask the USA or any other country as to whether 
Netaji is in the list of their var Criminals. 
Possibly, their answer would be that they believed 
he was dead. Anyhow, vie do not propose to do anything 
in the matter. There can be no question whatever of 
our hariding any person, even a non-Indian who seeks 
refuge in our country, to a foreign power, much less 


contd. . . 
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an Indian national of repute. 

6. I did not say anything specific about 

3hri Shah Nawaz Khan being a Member of the Committee 
because he was present at the time. I think the 
Committee that we have constituted should function 
without any change. 

7. CS might keep in touch with F3 in this 
matter as the. latter dealt with this in the earlier 
stages . 

8. I think that our Ambassador in Tokyo, Shri 
8.3. Sen j should meet 3hri Suresh 3ose and Shri Shah 
Nawaz Khan. This should be arranged. 


3d/- 

(J. Nehru) 
2.4.1956. 


(F3 Shri B.R. Sen will leave Delhi on the 4th. 
( Please show him this note and arrange a 

(C3 meeting tomorrow. You might be present at 
the discussions. 


3d/- S.Dutt. 

JS(E) 2.4.56. 

Shri B.R. Sen may kindly see. We could meet 
in Shri Shah Nawaz Khan's room at 6 p.ifi. 
tomorrow as Mr. Maitra, the 3rd Member will 
arrive at 5.30 p.m. tomorrow. 


3d/- T.N.Kaul. 
2.4.56. 

Shri B.R. Sen 

USCF3A) 


I have already fixed 7 p.m. at F.S.'s residence 
tomorrow. Shah Nawaz's Secy, had rung rre up 
this afternoon. 

3d/ “ B.R.aen. 
2.4.56. 


3d/- R. 3. Chav an. 
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Will F.S. advise about this? Are there any papers? 

• • *,# 

• t + 

Answers to 1 and 3 are comparatively easy and I know them. 


3d/- C.S. Jha 
16. 9. 57 


The papers dealing with the case are placed below 

m W 

We also have in the Library the report of the Enquiry 

* • If* >>.4 « . ■ ^ t #i * / • 

Committee. There dre other files relating to earlier 

'• 

correspondence on the subject, sanctions for the 
Enquiry, Committee and other administrative matters. 


These have not been put up. It is not possible to give 
any clear answer to (2). In a letter dated 4th December 


1953, Miss'. Leilamani* Naidu instructing the Ambassador here 
about the letter to' the brie si; of Renkoji Temple said 
"He should also be told that, at the proper time, we 

m 

shall send for the ashes and have them in India." Later 


the Prime Minister speaking in the Lower House on 


29th September said "Government have not approached 
the Government of Japan or the Management of the Renkoji 
Temple to bring these ashes to India. Government have 
I fe^-t that in this matter, no steps should be taken without 
the approval of the family of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose." 
Vie have no further information about the 'Government of 
India’s intentions. Presumably, for reasons of domestic 
politics, it is not proposed to give publicity to this 


matter 


Two drafts are put up for approval. 




19. 9. 57 


Ambassador 
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A draft letter to Rev. Kyoei Mochizuki 
is put up for Ambassador's approval as desired by # 
Mr, J.S* Mehta, 
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Do we have any puaocc papers on this subject? 

Sd./- Pouchpa Dass 

11 . 12 . 57 . 

I.S.I. have no papers on the subject. 
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I attended the meeting referred to in the 
F.R. Actually the invitation was brought by Mrs. 

# 

Emori who is a philanthropic society lady with a keen 

interest in India. She has for many years helped 

Indian students in Japan, even to the extent of giving 

them financial assistance when they have been temporary 

« 

ly embarrassed owing to exchange regulations etc. When 
I went to the meeting I discovered that it was sponsor- 
ed by a number of War Criminals. Among those present 
were ex-Lt.Genl. Oshima, the last- Imperial Japanese 
Ambassador in Berlin and ex-Lt.Genl, Kawabe who 
commanded the Imperial Japanese Army in Burma. Also . 
present were exTCol. Iwakuro and Mr. Takaoka, a 
Member of the Diet. 

2. The speeches were mainly concerned with the 

late Subhas Chandra Bose who was personally known to 
most of those present. Ex-Col. Iwakuro said that the 
time had come to move the ashes from the obsflcure and. 
inaccessible temple where they are now kept to a 
national shrine and that the Diet should look into 
this matter. In reply Mr. Takaoka said that he and 

i » 

his friends were already seized of this position and 
were proposing to move a bill in the next session 
for the shifting of the ashes to a monument to be 
built for the purpose. When this speech had been 
translated to me I replied that our Prime Minister 
had himself visited the Renkoji Temple and seen the 

B , 

ashes; he had expressed his pleasure and satisfaction 
at the reverent manner in which the Priest of the 
Renkoji Temple was looking after the ashes and in these 

* » f 4 % 

circumstances I did not think that, there was any need 
for moving them elswhere. Ex-Lt.Genl. Kawabe then 
modified his attitude and. said that the Renkoji Temple 
needed to be helped so as to make it more prominent 

*• i 9 • # 

and better known in consequence .of the ashes that it 




contained. I said that it was a very good idea to give 

whatever help was possible to the Renkoji Temple but 

\ 

that moving the- ashes would raise several problems} 
inter alia the family of the late Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose would have to be consulted. 

3, I understood from the interpreter that the 

Gaimusho would be approached before a bill was actually 
tabled in the House of Representatives. 



25. *1. 58 


d 




Ambassador would recall my mentioning the 


F.B. to him. I find that the previous correspondence 
on the subject took place between the Head of the 


Mission and the Director of a Division in the Ministry. 


A draft letter to Shri B.K, Acharya is put up for 
approval. 





18. 8. 58 


Ambassador 




lb ll~ 



/ 


if- 

) £/j\ 


lS< /< 7 . 



This was discussed with the Ambassador and I went to see 
Mr. Miyake, Dy. Director of the Asian Affairs Bureau. ?fhile 
mentioning the case to Mr. Miyake I also mentioned to Mr. Miyake 
that on 24th October another person, a Mr. I. Kagabu had come 


ly 


to the Bnbassy and told a practically identical story. I n - shor t, 
I left Mr. Kagabu* s written statement as well as the original 
Japanese record of the conversation of Mr. Takei with Mr. Miyalpe 
who said he would inquire into the matter. He mentioned, 
however, that two of the names given by Mr. Takei were of Koreans 
and and that the reference to reimbursement to the present holder 
made him rather suspicious about the whole deal. He will inform 
me when he gets something from the Police. 



( G.J. Malik ) 
28/10/1958 


After discus ssing the matter mentioned above, Mr. Miyake 
said that he wanted to know when the Govt, of Indie proposed to 
move Subash Bosds ashes. He said that this was a personal enquiry 

A 

and the priest had been feeling uncomfortable about the continued 

% 

presence of these ashes in the temple. It wff* not the custom 
in Japan for ashes to be kept continuously in temples. They are 
normally retained for a short period and then transferred to the 
family grave or shrine. Moreover the priest who is getting old, 
feels that he should not leave the ashes to others in Japan. 





I gave him the answers that there had been no **epiy from either 
Mr. Bose's family in Austria or his relations in India about the ashea 
and that we might be embarrassed by having these ashes in India where 
there is no practice of keeping ashes since, among Hindus, the ashes 


are either cast into a river or otherwise scattered. Mr. Miyake 
said that, in any case, it will be more appropriate for the ashes 
to be disposed of in India than h a v e thorn to be retained indefinitely 
in Japan. There is force in this argument particularly when we 
are officially taking steps to take away the ashes of Rash Behari 
Bose and arrangements are being made for their retention in India. 
Ambassador may wish to bring this matter to the notice of the Govt, 
as, I think, Mr. Miyake expects an answer from us. The last lettei 
from the Ministry on the file is at sl.no. 96 and is now a year old. 

• * ^ • * 

( G.J. Malik ) 
28/J0/1958 
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Ambassador might like to glance through 
the interesting file about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
placed below. It concerns a wide range of subjects 
connected with Netaji, viz:, circumstances and 
details regarding his death, the treasure which he 
carried from Bangkok, the behaviour of those of his 
colleagues/who were the last to see him alive, the 
work of the Netaji Enquiry Commission appointed by 
the Government of India, in 1956, etc. 

2. This file is, and would be of historical 
interest. I feel that we should send it back to the 
Historical Division of the Ministry and after due 
scrutiny and weeding out, those portions of file which 
are of permanent interest, should be passed on to the 
National Archives. 

3, If Ambassador agrees, we will send the 
file back to India by diplomatic bag. 
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New Delhi^ ^ March, 1952. 
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Fear Mission, 

We enclose for your information a copy of 
question No. 334, answer and supplement aries in 
the Parliament of India about the death of Neta.ji 
Subha s Chandra Bose. 


Yours ever, 

Ministry of External Affairs. 








Jr 


Parliament a? India. Qua st Ians A Answers. 

(6-3-62) 

Unearrectad - nat far publicatlaa 


Quastian 334. 


Shri Hamath i In viaw af tha fact that tha Housa is daaplj 
intarastad in this matter, may I raquest tha Prima Ministar 
ta raad nat tha whala af tha resume but at laast Habib's 
varsian an paga 2 and 3? 

Mr .Spaakar : I da nat saa why tha tima af tha quastian haur 
shauld ba takan by such reading. Tha rasuma is already 
there and nan- Members may refer ta it. 

Mr.Kamath: Sa that separata questlens may ba put and 
answered. 

Mr .Speaker: Ha has gat a capy af tha statement. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nahru: May I, Sir, raad the last twa line si 
Tha rapart is a datailad versian af tha enquiry. It alsa 
cantalns a certain versian given by Japanese efficers aha mat 
him. (Mr. Ayer ). These are details but tha final cenclusien 
I wauld raad fram tha rapart. 

• "In cenclusien I wauld papaat that I have nat tha faintest 
i daubt in my mind that tha ashes that are enshrined in tha 
I Ranke ji temple in Tekye are Netaji’s." 

Mr.Kamath: Did Mr. Ayer in May last visit efely Takya ar als« 
Talheku, Saigan and ether places? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: I have ta speak fram memary. I 
da nat think that^want ta Taiwan ar Hermesa. I cannat say 
abaut apy ether places either. 

Mr.Kamath : Tha rapart with ma says that at Taiheku after 
tha 


Mr .Speaker: I da nat saa tha utility af putting thasa 
quastians. Tha rapart is by an afflear and it is bafara tha 
Hausa and all that tha han.Prima Minister is daing is ta canvaj 
tha rapart ta tha Hausa. Haw can ha answar quastians abaut 
the accuracy ar atharwisa af tha rapart? 

Mr.Kamath: Is it nat a fact that an savaral accasiens 2a 
in this Hausa tha farmer Hama Minister. Sardar Patal and later 
Dr.Keskar stated that they had na irrefutable evidence ar 
preff af tha death af Netaji Subhas Chandra Base and if sa, w 
may I knew whether this is takan as tha last ward an tha subject 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: This is tha fullest and latest 
acceunt that wa have had. Whether it is tha last ward ar sem< 
further infarmatian may came later I cannat say but it dees 
seam new that it is a fairly canvincing acceunt. 

Mr.Kamath: New that Gevernment is satisfied that Vataji l 
Subhas Chandra Base is definitely na mere, is there any prapass 
bafara Gevernment ta araet a suitable mama rial ta him in the 
Rad Fart? 

Mr. Spaakar: I am afraid I must disallaw tha quastian. 

It is a suggastian far actian. Next quastian. 


/ 




/ 



/ 


_STION AND ANSWER FOR THE MEETING OF THE 
PARLIAMENT OF INDIA TO BE HELD ON THE 5TH MARCH 1952 


Admitted as No. 334 in the Final List. 


QUESTION 

* Shrl Kamath; 

Will the Prime Minister be please to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that Shri S. A.Ayer 
Director of Publicity with the Government of Bombay 
recently returned from Tokyo and submitted to 
Government a report on tho death or present 
whereabouts of Netaji Subhas Chandra Boso$ and 

(b) if so, whether a copy of tho report 
will bo laid on the Table of the Housej and 

( c) if not, whether tho House can have a 
resume of tho contents thereof? 


ANSWER (ORAL) 

Hbn'blu Shrl J awaharl^l N nhru: 

.(b) and ( c) 

r On tho 15th of September 1951, Mr.S. A. 

Ayer called on tho Primo Minister and told him 
that ho had paid a brief visit to Japan towards 
tho end of May. Tho purpose of his visit had 
been to re- verify tho story of Shri Subhas Chandra 
Boso's air crash near Taihoku (Formosa) on 
August tho 18th, 1945. Ho also showed the Prime 
Minister some papers, some photographs and somo 
documents signed by the Japanese people. At the 
Prime Minister’s reauest, Mr. Ayer sent him a 

4 

detailed report of his onquirios on the 26th of 
September. A resume' of the report is placed 
on the Table of the House. 




SHRI S. A. AYER'S REPORT ON AIRCRASH OF NETAJI 
SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE AT T AIHOKU (FORMOSA) ON 
AUGUST. 18, 1945. 

At 5-15 P.M. on the 17th August, 1945, I and a 
number of my colleagues saw Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
and Col.H a bib-ur r Rahman off by a bomber leaving Saigon 
airport for an unknown destination. The Japanese 

4 

authorities offered me a seat in a plane leaving Saigon 
for Japan on 20th August and hinted that I could join 
Netaji very soon. I reached Saigon airport on the morning 
of the 20th August, 1945, and there accidentally met Mr, Fukuoka 
Chief of the Domei News Agency for the East Asia Regions who 
told me abruptly that he was sorry for Netaji. I merely 
presumed that Netaji had been held up in Formosa owing to 
bad weather. A little later just as I was going to board the 
plane, Rear Admiral Chuda/6f the Japanese Navy told me that 
Netaji was dead. I had no chance to ask him for details 
because in the next few moments I was aboard the plane, 

Mien we reached Canton airport at 5 p.m. and 
halted for refuelling, Col. Tada, vho was escorting me, 
took me aside and told me for the first time that Netaji' s 
plane crashed near Taihoku (Formosa) on August 18 and that 
Netaji was seriously injured and succumbed to his injuries 
the same night, and that Col. Habib-ur-Rahman , who was not so 
seriously injured, was alive and lying in a hospital in Taihoku. 
I asked him to take me to Taihoku so that I could see Netaji* s 
body with my own eyes and also be of some service to H a bib. I 
told him that without positive proof nobody in India would 
believe the story. Though Col. Tada promised to help me, I 
was not taken to Taihoku* 

We reached Tokyo on the 22nd August, 1945 and the 

Japanese, in consultation with me, drafted a brief communique 

announcing the death of Netaji. On September 7th, Sri Rama 

/Mur thy , 


Murthy, ox-Chairman, Indian Independence League in Japan and 
I contacted the Japanese Military authorities vho told us that 
the ashes of Netaji brought by Habib from Formosa the previous 
day would bo handed to us for safe custody and that Habib 
himself, would be joining us sometime that evening. I received 
the ashes at the hands of a senior Japanese military officer at 
the main entrance to the Imperial Japanese Military Headquarters* 
and took them to the house of Sri Murthy. The same night Habib 
arrived in the house of Sri Ananda Mohan Sahay where I was 
staying. I give below Habib 1 s version of T/hat happendd to 
Netaji after I saw him off at the Saigon airport on the 
evening of August 17th 1945. 

Habib 1 s version begins; 11 A couple of hours after we 
took off from Saigon aerodrome on 17th August, we landed at 
Touraine (Indo-China) and halted there for the night. Early 
next morning we again took off and landed at the Taihoku 
airport at about 2 p.n. on the 18th. We took off from there 
at 2.35 p.n. Wo had just cleared the runway and gained two 
or three hundred feet height when there was a sudden deafening 
noise. I thought it was an enemy fighter. I learnt later 
that one of the propellors of the port engine had broken. The 
plane was already wobbling and in spite of the best efforts of the 
pilot, the plane crashed on its nose and everything went black 
for a while. When I recovered consciousness a few seconds after, 

I realised that all the luggage had crashed on top of me .and a 
fire had started in front of me. So, exit by the rear was 
blocked by the packages and exit* by the front was possible 
only through the fire. Netaji was injured in the head but had 
struggled to his feet and was about to move in my direction to 
get away from the fire. As there was no passage I said to him 
"Aagese nikliye, Netaji". With both his hands he fought his 
way through the fire and stood outside about ten or fifteen 
feet away. When the plane crashed, ho got a splash of petrol all 

/over 


over his cotton khaki and it -caught fire vfaen he struggled 
through the nose of the plane. So. he stood there with his 
clothes burning and making desperate efforts to unbuckle the 
belts of his bushcoat and round his waist. I dashed up to 
him and tried to help him remove the belts. Then I noticed 
that his face was battered by iron and burnt by fire. A few 
minutes later he collapsed and lay on the ground. I was also 
exhausted and lay down by his side. The next thing I know 
I was lying on a hospital bod next to Netaji. 1 learnt later 
that within fifteen minutes of the crash, military ambulance 
had rushed us to hospital in Tnihoku city, Netaji lost 
consciousness almost immediately after reaching tho hospital. 

Ho regained it soon after. He never complained about the 
wri thing pain that he must have boon suffering. Except 

I 

for brief spoils ho was conscious throughout. A moment before 
his end came he said to me "My end is coming very soon. I have 
fought all my life for my country’ s freedom. I am dying for 
my country’s freedom. Go and tell my countrymen to continue 
the fight for Indians freedom. India will bo free before long," 
The Japanese made superhuman efforts to save Netaji. But it was 
all in vain. Six hours after ho was brought into the 
hospital i.o,, at 9 p.m, on 18th August, 1945, Netaji ’s end 
came peacefully, 

"When I felt well enough to talk to them I told 
the Japanese to arrange to sendNotaji’s body by plane to 
Singapore or to Tokyo. They promised they would. They then 
told me that it was impossible to carry Netaji 1 s remains out 
of Taihoku and cremation had to be arranged as early as possible. 
They asked my consent for it, I had no other alternative 
but to agree. The funeral service with full military honours was 
hold in the shrine attached to the hospital and the cremation 
.a took place on the 20th. They placed Netaji* s ashes in an urn 
\ and kept it in tho shrine. Three weeks later I was told that a 

/single 
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r i single apbulance plane was leaving Taihoku and I could, get a 
seat. I took charge of Netaji' s ashes and flew by that plane 
and reached Tokyo on the 6th September 1945. I was taken 
straight to one of the -suburbs for the sake of secrecy and it 
was only two days later that 'the Japanese took first the ashes 
( and then nd into Tokyo city.” Habib's version ends.. 

On Sapi@rab©£~-14, we took the ashes to the _Benko4i 
temple in Tokyo where we held a funeral service conducted by 
the priest of the temple and left the ashes in his safe custody* 

I and Habib were flown to Delhi under military 
escort in an American plane and reached Delhi on November 22,194 c: 

I paid a brief visit to Japan towards the end of 
May, 1951. I was in Tokyo from May 24 to June 10. During my 
stay there I tried to meet as many Japanese nationals as I could* 
with a view to checking up the truth of the air- crash. First 
I went to the temple to make sure that the ashes were there as 
|'I left them six years ago. The same priest was still there. 

The first Japanese I saw after meeting the priest 
was Mr. Fukuoka whom I had last seeen at Saigon airport on the 
morning of August 20th 1945. I recalled to his mind our 
conversation that morning and asked him what exactly he knew 
at that moment, six years ago. He told no that he knew from 
certain messages that Netaji' s plane had crashed in T a ihoku 
.and that Netaji had been seriously injured but that he was 
not aware then that Netaji had succumbed to his injuries. He 
heard about Netaji' s death only some time after my plane took off. 
He was convinced of the truth of this story because it was 
corroborated by different Japanese Military officers stationed 
at that time in Saigon. 

I also not Col. Tada, the officer who accompanind 

me from Saigon to Tokyo in August 1945, and asked him why he 

failed to take mo to Taihoku in spite of his promise’ to do so. 

He explained that it was past 10 p.n, vhen our plane reached T ai chi 

and it was not considered safe to proceed to Taihoku at that 

/hour 
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hour, as the aerodrome there was surrounded by hillocks. They did 

not wish to touch Taihoku the next day because August 21 was the 

• 

last day given by the Allies for the Japanese to ground all their 
planes in Japan and elsewhere. If Netaji had been alive at that 
time In Taihoku they might have taken the risk of flying to 
Taihoku. For the rest, he repeated his story of six years before 
in all essential details and told me it was no use anybody 
doubting the truth of the plane crash. To provide me with 
further authentic proof of the tragic event, he mentioned the 
names of- two Japanese officers. Col, Nonogaki of Hie Japanese Air 
Force, and Captain Arai of the Japanese Army, as the only two 
Japanese survivors of the air crash who could be contacted in 
Tokyo itself, I met Col. Nonogaki for the first time in Tokyo, 
on the evening of June 5, 1951. He gave me a graphic description 
of the air crash. In broadline he confirmed Habib' s version of 
six years ago. Through Col. Nonogaki 's good offices I saw Captain 
Aral who gave me a brief eye-witness account of the crash and 
confirmed Netaji' s death in the hospital at 9 p«m, on August 18,1945. 

I must here mention another very Important fact 
in this connection. When I was in Delhi in April 1951, I net 
Mr, Barin Shah, special re spresentative of th*e 'Bharat 1 of Bombay 

Be had been to Formosa in 1948 on tour. He told me in detail about 
his inquiries which convinced him that the crash did take place, 
that Netaji died in Taihoku and his body was cremated. He showed 
me the photographs he had taken of the Chief of the Japanese Army 
Hospital where Netaji was treated, the surgeon who actually treated 
Netaji, the nurses who attended on him, the chief of the medical 
faculty who sent blood for transfusion to Netaji and the students 
who gave the blood for transfusion. 

In conclusion I would repeat that I have not 
the faintest doubt in my mind that the ashes that are enshrined 
I in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo are Netaji' s. 


D.O. Ho.F. 25/6/HGO- 52 
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MINISTRY 0(f EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
NEW DELHI. 



the Hit October, 1952. 
// 


My dear Rauf, 


Will you please refer to the corres- 
pondence resting with Chettur’s d.o. letter 
No. F.26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1951, 
about the INA properties taken over by our 
Mission in Tokyo from Ram Murthy ? 

2. The Prime Minister wishes to know 
whether the treasure or its equivalent -in 
money can now be brought over to India, As 
our Treaty of Peace with Japan has com& into 
force, this should be a comparatively easy 
matter. 


3, We would be grateful if you would 
kindly make the necessary inquiries and cable 
your reply. 

Kind regards, 



M. A. Rauf, Esq., 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo , 

Japan. 


• * 
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FIL i OUTGOiNG 


ISSUED 





C.S. No. 131 


O.T.P. 

Telegram TGP^Sfljj^ST. 


Prom Indembassy Tokyo. 


To 


Foreign New Delhi. 


DTO October 271500 







No. 131-G. Top Secret . RAUP to IEILAMANI NAIDU. 
Reference your Top Secret D.O. No. F.25(6)/NG0-52, 
dated 16th October. 

Propose to send the stuff in our custody with 
DAMLE, Joint Secretary, Agriculture Ministry, who is 
returning to India on 7th November. Reference to 
Japanese Government NOT considered necessary and may 
involve delay. Japanese Government has so far evinced 
NO interest in the matter. 




Amb . and PS 



27-10-52 


INCOMING 



A 



C-S. No. 157 


Telegram 

From 

To 


O.T.P. 



Foreign New Delhi, 
Indembassy Tokyo. 


/ 



DTO October 301530 
DTR October 302230 


MEDIATE 

No. 27621. Top Secret. For RAUF. Your 

/ 

Top Secret telegram No. 131-G of October 27th. 
Please send authenticated list along with the stuff 
through DAI'ELE • 


u 

30-10-52 


[ 



Amb and FS 


Jc !LE COPY! OUT0OING 


rssuF n 


Telegram 

Prom 

To 


VO 


O.T.P. 

TOP 


£Ep&RET. 


Indembassy Tokyo. 
Foreign Few Delhi. 


Si Fo. 134 


■o? ; w> s 
8 HOV 1952 



DTO November 081230 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


4* 


Fo. 134-G. Top Secret , / /From RAUF. Tour 
Top Secret telegram Fo. 27621 of 30th October. 

DAMLE bringing stuff and copy of list by Pan American 
Airways flight Fo. 3 leaving 9th reaching Delhi 10th 
evening. Kindly instruct Customs authorities for 
Customs exemption. 


Amb . and FS 


* • 

8-11-52 


FILE COPY 




To Foreign New Delhi. 


DTO November 081515 
HOST IMMEDIATE ^ 

No. 136-G. Top Secret . Continuation my Top 
Secret telegram No. 134-G of today’s date. If 
necessary please insure stuff worth Rs. 90,000 
(repeat 90,000) carried in steel attache case weighing 
approximately 35 (repeat 35) pounds, as insurance 
NOT possible this end. 


Airib. and FS 


tat 

8-11-52 



tHLE COPY I 




OUTGOING 





DTO November 101000 


MOST IMMEDIATE 



No. 137-G. Top Secret. Continuation our 

/ 

telegram No. 136-G November 8th. DAMLE arriving 

Delhi Pan American Airways flight No. 3 Tuesday 0005 hours. 


Arab • and PS 


M. 

10-11-52 


(?) 


Received from the Embassy of India in 
Japan, Tokyo, (through hand of 3ri M.3. Hair) 
one suit -case containing a sealed bag (weight approx 
mately 32 lb) for delivery to the Ministry of 
External Affairs, New Delhi. 


Haneda Airport, 
Tokyo, Dated the 
9th November, 1952 



FILE COPY! INCOMING 


Telegram 

Prom 

To 



Iridembassy Tokyo# 


DTO November 12 NIL 
LTR November 130945 


A 


A 


No. 27627. Top Secret . For RAUF. Tour 
Telegram No. 137 November 10th. Goods arrived 
November 12th. 


Amb • and FS 


U: 

13-11-52 



•4 




Bear Miss Naidu, 

Will you please refer to correspondence ending with 

/ 



your Top Secret telegram No. 27627 of the 12th November regard- 
ing I.N. A. properties? 

2# As you must have noticed, a copy of the list of the 

treasure was enclosed in the bag carried by Damle. In this 
connection, please refer to Chettur ’ s Top Secret D.O. letter 
No • F.26(14)/48, dated the 20th October 1951, to Butt, wherein 
also a copy of the list was enclosed. 

3. As we had reported to you in the letter quoted above, 

Mr. Murty had also given us Yen 20,000 In cash. I presume you 
would now want us to credit this amount to our account. If so 
please indicate the Head of Account. 




Yours sincerely, 


(~ ofj: 

(M.A. Rauf) 


Kiss Leilamani Naidu, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 





D.O. No . F.25/4/NG0 
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MINISTRY OF ext4^al AFFAIRS, 
NEW DELHL 

the November, 1952. 
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A 
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Will you please refer to our telegram 
No. 27627 of the 12th November ? 


2. Damle’ s arrival was delayed and we 
therefore received the case of valuables 
only on the 12th. We shall keep them in 
safe custody after weighing the package^ 
until it is decided what is to be done with 
them. / 



3. I would incidentally draw your attention 
to our telegram No. 27621 of the 30th October, 
in which you were asked to send an authenticated --" 
list along with the goods. The list in the 
case bore no signature and is therefore of 
little use for purposes of check. f 





(H. Dayal) 


Dr. M. A. Rauf, 

Ambassador of India 
Tokyo (Japan) 


» 



u 



TOP 


mret 




D.O.No. f . as) «•< j imc,c . 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 

20th November, 1952. 


y 


Subject: I.N.A. PROPERTIES 


My dear Rauf, 


/U' 


\0 


Will you please refer to your 
Top Secret letter D.0.No.F.5(l)N.G.0-l of the 
14th November, on the above subject? The gold 
sent through Mr.Damle has been safely received. 
The question of its final disposal is still 
under consideration. The Prime Minister desires 
that the Yen 20,000/- which Mr .Mur thy handed 
over in cash to your Embassy as part of the 
I.N.A, properties be kept by you, in a safe, 
until further instructions. The money is not 
to be credited to the Embassy account. 

Kind regards, 




4 


% 



Please refer to your Top Secret D.O. letter 
No.F.25(4)HG0, dated the 15th November, 1952, which 
has crossed my D.O. letter No.F.5(l)NG0-I, dated the 
14th November to Miss ITaidu, 

2. It was explained in my letter mentioned above 

that a copy of the list was enclosed in Chettur's D.O., \\\\^,, 

letter Mo.F.26(14)/4S dated the 20th October to Dutt. 

In view of this, I did not think it proper to reopen 
the packages which were sealed at the time the weighment 
was made and deliver/ taken from Murthy, so as to prepare 
another list. The list sent with Chettur* s letter nay, 
therefore, be utilised for the purposes of check, 

% - . 7L ,* 

Another copy of the list was sent to you only for 
reference. 

With, kind regards. 

Yours 


H. Dayal, Esq., i.C.S. , 

Joint Secretary to the Govt, of India, 
Ministry of External Affairs, 

- DELHI . 



a/. 
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(M.A. RATH* | 
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N0.D.5JO3-CJK/52. 

Government of India, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

Mew Delhi, the November, 1952. 



Rev. M. Dharmeswar, 
Nippenzan Myohoji, 
Ha na okayama , 
Kumamoto, Japan. 


V 



I am directed to acknowledge receipt of 


your letter dated the 6th November 1952, addressed to 
the President of India, regarding the ashes of Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose and to say that the ashes are already in 

•3 

the custody of the Indian Embassy in Tokyo. 

Yours faithfully. 


. (V.K.Ahuja) 
u nder Secretary. 


Copy, together with a copy of the letter 
replied to forwarded to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, for 
information. ^ 

\ 

BYosfs ^ , 

V . -i jl „ 

UndeF Secretary. 




I 




To 


Cvv 


His Excellency 

The President of India. 

/ 


Your Excellency, 

May I know if India government is willing to 
take any step about the ashes of Sri Sybhas Chandra 
Bose now lying at Tokyo? If so please inform me so 
that I may move for them properly here. 

I remain, 

Your Excellency’s etc., 
Sd/-xxxxxxxxxxx 

Address. 

Rev. M. Dharmeswar 
Nipponzan Myohoji 
Hana okayama 
Kumamoto 
Japan. 


D.O. No.F.5(l)NGO-I 




(BY DIPLOMATIC BfiG) 
11th December 1952. 




Dear Miss Naidu, 

Will you please refer to the Ministry’s letter 
No • D. 5433-C JK/52 , dated the 24th November, addressed 
to Rev. M. Dhameswar, stating that the ashes of 
Shri Subhas Chandra Bose are in the oustody of Indian 
Embassy in Tokyo? 

2. I an afraid there is some misunderstanding as the 
ashes are still in the Renkoji Temple. Please see in 
this connection Mr. Chakravarti’s D.O. No. 25/4/te) dated 
the 18th July, 1951, to Mr. Chettur saying that the ashes 
should remain where they are. 





Yours sincerely, 


(Y.C. TRIVEDI) 


Miss Leilaiaani Naidu. 

Deouty Secretary to the Govt, of India. 
Ministry of External Af fairs, 
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d.o. ::o.d.4067-ngq/52 . 



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
NEW DELHI. 


the January, 1953, 


Will you please refer to your D.O. No.F.5(l)NG0-I 
dated the 11th December 1952, to Miss Naidu, regarding 
the ashes of Shri Subha s Chandra Bose ? 1 


PV 





2. Rev. M. Dharmeswar had asked us if India 
Government were willing to take any steps about the 
ashes of 3iri Sibhas Chandra Bose now lying at Tokyo. 

Our intention was simply to tell him that the Indian 
Government and our Embassy in Tokyo were aware of the 
existence of the ashes and had full control over their 
disposal even though these were kept in the Renkoji 
^temple. In this connection please refer to Mr. Chettur’ s 
'D.O. No.F.26(l4)/48, dated the 1st October 1951, to 
Mr. Dutt. 


3. To avoid any mi sunder standing, however, we 
are writing to Rev. Dharme s^war again to clarify the 
po sition. 


Yours sincerely, 


V K 


(V.K. Ahuja) 


V.C. Trivedi, Esq., I.F.S., 
First Secretary, 

Embassy of India, 

Tokyo, 

JAPAN. 


I ' 


01 ) 



No , D , 4067-NG0/52 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 



Ministry of External Affairs 




New Delhi, the January, 1953. 


From 


9iri V.K. Ahuja, 

Under Secretary to the Govt, of India 


To 


Rev. M. Dharmeswar, 
Nipponzan Myoho^i, 
Hanaokayama, 



Sir 


I am directed to refer to this Ministry's 
letter No, D.5433-CJK/52, dated the 24th November 1952 
and to say that the ashes of Shri Shbhas Chandra Bose 
are kept in the Renkoji temple in Tokyo under the 
custody of the Indian Embassy in Tokyo. 


Yours faithfully, 


SD/ - 


(V.K. Ahuja) 

Under Secretary to the Government of India. 


Copy forwarded to the Embassy of India, Tokyo 


for information 


By order, etc, , 



(V.K. Ahuja) 

Under Secretary to the Government of India 





No: F.25/4/NG0 

Ministry of External affairs, 
New Delhi, January 




Will you please refer to Miss Naidu's 


\V Q 


F.25/4/NG0, dated the 20th November 1952, regarding the 
I.N.A. properties ? 


2. The Prime Minister has now directed that the 


Yen 20,000/- lying with you should be transferred here. 

Can you send the amount to us by bank draft ? If this is 
not possible under the Japanese Government's exchange 
regulations, or for any other reason, we shell have to devise 
other means of transferring the money. One way would be for 
you to credit the amount in your official accounts and for 
a corresponding payment in rupees to be made here. But this 
should not be done unless you get clear instructions from 
the Ministry, indicating the head to which the money should 
be credited in your accounts. 


} 


tM* — 




(H. Dayal) 


Dr. M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India 
Tokyo (Japan) 








D.O. NO.F.25/4/NG0 


TOP SEffi gT 

XTERNAL AFF) 


>/ 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 



the UK March, 1953. 
/' 7 



^JLa\ / 

Will you please refer to ray D.O. 
letter No.F.25/4/NG0, dated the 24th 


January 1953, regarding the transfer of 
Yen 20,000 now held by the Embassy ? 

2. We shall be grateful for an early 


reply. 




(H. Dayal) 


Dr. M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO (JAPAN) 


D.O. NoJ?.5(1)HG0-I 


M 24th March, 1953 




My dear Harish, 






Will you^lease refer to,#our D.O. letters 
|o. F.25/4A t GO and HoJ?.25/4/^0, of the 24th of 
January and 17th of March, 1953, respectively? 


2, We suggest that we credit this amount of 


20,000 Yens in our official accounts and a 
corresponding payment in Rupees may he made in 

Delhi, The exact amount in Rupee equivalent would 
be Rs, 265-11-0. Please let me know the head under 
which this money should be credited in our accounts. 


Yours sincerely 


frrfl 


(tt.A. RAUF) 


X XI* J- j + • * KJ • y 

Joint Secretary to the Government of India, 
Ministry^of External Affairs, 


Shri H. Dayal, I.C.S. 


D.O. NO.F.25/4/HG0 


: iJ 




MINISTRY OF EXTERNAITaFPAIRS, 
NEW DELHI. / 


M 


The 


^ Mas 


// 


ay IQ 



xw \ 

4 


vfc 




My dear Ambassador, 

Will you please refer to your 
letter Wo. F. 5(1)100-1, dated the 24th 
March 1953 to Shri H. Dayal ?. 10 

2, The amount of 20,000 Yen (Es 265/11/-) 
may kindly be credited to Government and 
entered in your Cash Account under the head 
"Tokyo-Suspense-Miscellaneous receipts from 
Indians (Adjustable in India)". The date on 
which this is done and other necessary 
particulars may kindly be intimated to us in 
due course, when stars will be taken here to 
withdraw the amount in rupees in India, 

Yours sincerely, 

<C7&vm, c 7 } J 


(Devi Diyal) 


Dr. M. A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO (JAPAN) 


Receipt Vr. Wo. Y-ll 

Dated, 12-5-53 • 

\ 

Tokyo - Suspense - Miscellaneous Receipts from 

Indians 

(Adjustable in India) 

y 

Rs;2C5-ll-0 


Being the amount referred to in 
the Ministry of External Affairs' B.O. 
NO.F.25/4/NG0, dated the 5-5-53. 

^ *\ * 20 *^ n 
Yen twenty thousand only. 

ft] r S'd. C s. S>. 

c 

Second ecretAry. 

c. 









I 


*N 






/ 










D.O. Mo. P.5(1)NG0-I 15th May 1953 

2a.) 

My dear 

Will you please refer to your demi-official letter 
Mo. F.25/4/HG0 of the 5th May 1953? 

2. The 20,000 Yen (Vs 265/11/**) in question has been 

credited to Government and entered in our Cash Account under 
the head "Tokyo-Suspense-Miscellaneous receipts from Indians 
(Adjustable in India) " . 




Yours 




(M.A. Rauf) 


He 


* 



Shri. Devi Diyal, 

Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

%3i.2s3Jal 


% 



I am thankfu for your efforts towards the 
friendly relation between India and Japan. 




I understood from the Fa ini chi Shimbun several d°vs ago 
that Mr. Debnat Das, former general manager of India Independence 
League had requested the Government of India to start investigation 
into the death of Sbath Chandra Bose. 

% 

In that connection, I shall tell you as far as I know. 
Formerly I 'as a soldier belonging to Japanese army flying corns, 
travelling to Thailand, Burma, India (Imphal , Chittagon), Ralaya, 
ouma'tra , and Java etc. I met Chandra Bose several times at 
Singapore Airport. Especially I have a vivid recollection of 
Chandra Bose and Japanese Premier To jo reviewing the newly organized 
Indian troops in front of the bronze statute of the late Ruff Is of 
Britain (the statute had been, removed then). To jo and Rose had flewn 
there by an aeroplane 3ego. Having been a duty non-commissioned 
officer, I transl ted the code of + heir flying to Singapore. After 
coming back to Japan on transfer to Gifu Air Base, I met Bose in 


front of the General Staff Office Building, where we saluted each 
other, exchanging several words, since we had known by sight each, 
other. 




Later when the War was terminated Mr. Kohno, a staff-officer 

at the Gifu Air Base took the same plane as Bose at '"aihoku Air 

« • 

Field in Formosa. Immediately after the take-off, the heavy bomber 

crashed to the' ground, killing most of the occupants. Bose was, 

to my great regret, killed by the a cident and his ashes were taken 

to a temple in the suburbs of Tokyo. Since it is hat Mr. Kohno 

told us at the Gifu Air Base after the War, I am sure that there is 

no mistake in it. He had burnt his .fads and hands then but miraculous- 

\ 

ly escaped death. 

More details of the death of Bose may be available from Mr. 

Kohno, but I regret that 1 have lost my note-boo’ in which his address 

# 

t 

was kept. If yoiyask the Census Register Bureaus of all Trsfeo^nres 
in Japan stating his career, his adorers may be attainable. 



I shall be happy if th above information furnished by me, 
rough as it is, may be of some use for investigating by your 
Government into the de ! th of Chandra Bose. On the other hand, T 
am prepared to .eive further information as far as I know if am 
requested to. I am now working at the office of an electric 
railway company and I may be able to call on you taking advantage of 

my leave, if I am wanted, by you. 

• 

Yours sincerely, 


April 4, 1955. 


To : 

His Excellency mr. hi. A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India in Japan. 


Sd /- 

(VO SHI IS T'AEAMITRA ) 

3051 , Kawatebatake , Yatsurugi- 
mu ra , Toba-gun, Oifu Prefecture. 
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TOKYO CENTRAL P. O. BOXS*SJC 



Tokyo, Octob< 



My dear Dootor Sahib v 


You will please recall your kind attention to the 
Association’s letter of June 23, 1963, in whioh I, among 
other things, requested for a grant from the recovered 
treasure of Netaji to aid the students' cause here. 

Then at one time I ventured to ask you if our hope 
of getting the kind of aid from Hew Delhi would be realized. 
You said the ohance of getting any aid from this direction 
seemed impossible. 

I reported my conversation with you along these lines 
to the Exeoutive Committee of the Association. The Committee 
has now directed me to have the talk oonfirmed 

by you for the Association's reoords. Also your confirmation 
will serve as an acknowledgement of receipt by you of our 
letter of June 23, whioh remains unacknowledged so far. 

With assurances of my highest regards, 


for The Indian Association of Japan 


His Excellency 
Dr. M. A. Rauf, 
Ambassador of India 
Tokyo 



Secretary. 


29n1 October 1953 


Dear Mlglanijl , <>■«'• 'f 

Thank you for your letter of the 2.1st October 1253. 

2. I am afraid there has been a certain amount of mis- 
understanding on this matter which I should like to clear up. 
The whole question of Netaji’s ’’treasure” has been one in 
which I have tried not to interfere or express any opinion. 
There has been so much emotional reaction over this matter 
that whatever anyone says is liable to be ml sun ler stood. The 
question of investigation of such treasures and ultimate 
disposal of them cannot be decided by me. 

3. I am hoping to visit India early next year when I 

intend to speak to the authorities there about it. At present, 

it is not possible for me to go into any details or discussion. 

4. I regret that I cannot’ remember any formal discussion 

with you on this subject except, perhaps, a very casual 
reference in a talk one night at the airport. But v. r e talked 
about so many things that T cannot now recall it completely. 
However, if you understood me to say that getting any aid from 
India was impossible, then, I must correct that Impression. 

As I have indicated, it is not possible to commit myself in 
in this matter one way or another. 

Kind regards, 

Yours truly, 

■^L 

i 

(M. A. Rauf) 

Shri. L.R. Klglani, 

Indo-Anerican Trading Co, , 

Hoorn No. 436, Hotel Tokyo Building, 

Marunouchi, Tokyo 



— -f- 



, MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI 


o .No . sis'*n->**l** 


My dear Rauf , 



I enclose a copy of a letter addressed to the 
Prime Minister by the Priest of Renkoji, a Buddhist 
temple in Tokyo where the ashes of the late Shri Subhas 
Chandra Bose are enshrined. The Prime Minister desires 
that the priest be informed of the receipt of his letter 
and, on behalf of the Government of India, thanked for 
his guarding the ashes of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. He 
should also be told that, at the proper time, we shall 
send for the ashes and have them in India. But, for the 
present, we should like him to keep them under his safe 
custody and look after them. 


In the priest's letter, some reference is made 


to his not receiving any help privately or officially. 
The Prime Minister would therefore like you to help him 
in any way you think proper, including financially in so 
far as any money might be required for this purpose . 


fours 





(Leilamani Naidu) 


Dr. M.A. nauf , 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO . 



His Excellency, 

Dr. Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru, 
The Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi, India. 


Kyoei Mochizuki 
130, 2- c home, Koenji, 
Suginami-ku, Tokyo, 
Japan. 

November 25, 1953. 


Dear Sir, 

I am the priest of Hetakoji, Buddhist temple in 
the suburbs of Tokyo City. I have the honour to send this 
letter to you, guided by the soul of the late Sbath Chandra 
Bose ji. I have been keeping the ashes of Netaji safely, 
i and praying for the repose of his soul since September 1° 
l in 1945. Bight years have already passed since that time. 
Japan was under Occupation eight years ago, during which 
Japanese people were living their stormy life in social 
confusion. Therefore, apprehensive of consequences, none 
would accept Netaji*s ashes to keep it safely. 

I, a stranger to the- late Netaji, was asked to 
keep the ashes by p eople who were str angers tn mp inclu ding 
Indians of whom I have never Heard since that time. I 
thought anyone's soul should be warmly worshipped under 
whatever circumstances. According to such belief as a 
religionist who serve the spiritual world, I have secretly 
been guarding Netaji's ashes at the risk of my life. I 
.have been so watchful that even small noises at midnight 
startle me. 

In June, 1951, Ex-Indian Ambassador to Japan, His 
Excellency, K.K. Chettur, invited me to his official resi- 
jdence. And I was officially asked to keep the ashes by 
ihim, as the representative of the Indian Government. The 
'witness was Mr. Tamura, Chief of the Ceremony Section of 
the Foreign Office of Japan. So my responsibility and 
duties for keeping the ashes have become more important. 

Frankly speaking, I must inform you that, in 
spite of many inconveniences and trouble I underwent in 
{keeping the ashes, I have never received any help privately 
land officially. But I believe I can keep up Netaji's 
soul perfectly by recognizing the importance of duties 
assigned me and with my strong belief as a religionist. 

Now Japan is not under Occupation. The peaceful 
relations between Japan and India have been reestablished. 
So, it is meaningless and pity for the late Netaji that 
his ashes should be kept in a temple of a foreign country, 
lonely and secretly, after all his vain efforts to bring 
about the independence of India and happiness of Asia. 

I think now is the time when such a significant plan as 
vivifies the historical achievements and sacred spirit of 
Netaji eternally for- both Asia and mankind should be 
adopted. 

^ «! 

During the latest equinox week, I dreamed a 
strange dream of Netaji two nirhts on end. The dream was 
enough to make me lose the peace of my mind as a religion- 
ist. 

Such is the background of my taking the liberty 
of expressing my personal view in this letter, which I 
write as a religionist and a priest who is charged with 
such an important responsibility by the Indian Government. 


^ . t . o . 


I should he much obliged if you would kindly 
understand me, and send me, directly if possible, any 
suggestions you may have as to the disposal of the late 
Netaji's ashes. 


Sincerely yours, 
sd/- 

Kyoei Mochizuki 

Priest of Henkoji-Temple . 


True copy 
4 * 712.53 * 


CONFIDENTIAL 

D.O. No. F.5(1)NG0-I L 

KM** 


16th January* 1954. 


Hy dear 




Will you please refer to your D.O. letter No. D.5219- 
N GO/53, dated the 4th December* 1953* to the Ambassador* which 
contained certain Instructions about Subhas Baba's ashes? * 

t ' ■ - - 

2. In the absence of the Ambassador* I opened your letter 
and, recently, visited Mochizukl-San at the Renkojl temple. 

I was accompanied by a colleague, Shrl. M.S. Nalr* Registrar 
In our General Section, who speaks Japanese fluently. 

e 1 

3. Ve thanked the priest, on behalf of the Government 

of India, for the care he has bestowed on these ashes; and we 
told him that, at a proper time, they would bd sent to India. 
Should he require financial assistance, we would be happy to 
provide it| but we hoped for his agreement to continue as 
the guardian of the ashes for some time. 


4. Though repeatedly pressed to accept financial assis- 

tance, the priest made It very clear that he had kept the 
ashes, voluntarily, because of his high regard for Subhas 
Babu, which, in Itself; made it Impossible for him to accept 
any money. 


5. He then told us in a round-about-way that the guardian- 
ship of these ashes was a source of worry to him; that some 

of the few-score Indians who have visited the temple and seen 
the ashM|0M0fe not behaved with due respect towards them and 
that ^Wrought to. have It stated officially, and publicly, 
by this Embassy, that the ashes were in his keeping. Finally* 
could we arrange to provide a receptacle, of artistic design, 
made preferably in India, In which the ashes would be kept? 
This receptacle would be on a shelf* In the temple, between 
two lighted candles; and visitors could make their obeisance 
before it. Of course, whether Buddhists ( Mo chi zuki -San is 
a member of the Nlchlren sect) or Shlntolsts, the Japanese 
venerate* greatly* the ashes of the dead. 

6. As you know, many of our fellow-citizens living in 
Japan, as well as some of those at home, remain convinced 
either that these ashes are not those of Subhas Babu or that 
he is still alive. Such evidence as we have* on the relevan 
file, indicates that he Is dead and At is likely* though not 

♦vvaievreS vitrc r v ' if 


absolutely certain, that these ashes are his* 

7. Any official statement by this Embassy of the 

type required by the priest would raise a storm of 
protest among some of our more obstinate fellow-citizens 
here* 

• * * 

8* The priest agreed to continue to look after the 

ashes and we were able to dissuade him from insisting 
on public acknowledgment which, we implied, would, 
of course, be given when the ashes were, finally, taken 
to* India. 

• * • f ' * 

9, The ashes are, at present, kept in a cupboard in 

the temple and, when visitors arrive, they are taken out 
and placed between two candles - below a small photograph • 
of Subhas Babu, They are kept in a small box about 9” X 6”, 
which seems to be either tin or wood, and are covered by a 
white and somewhat transparent cloth which is almost gauze. 

This manner of viewing them is rather undignified* I would 
be grateful to have early instructions about the priest's 
request for the provision of a suitable receptacle* The 
points for decision are, firstly, whether we should comply 
with this request and, secondly, whether the receptacle should 
be made in India or obtained in Japan. Should it be decided 
to make one in India, I will consult the priest again and 
provide details about the sort of receptacle he wishes to have* 

10* You may be interested to hear that the priest told- 
me that about one hundred persons, including Indians and 
Japanese, had visited him and been shown the ashes. Certain 
Americans had also come, to use his own words, fo "worship 1 ' the 
ashes* It was sad to hear that the conduct of some of our own 
people had been lacking In propriety. 

11. The Renkoji temple is fairly large and is well looked 
after. I am quite convinced that Mochizuki-San does not require 
financial assistance to look after the ashes. He is a pleasant 
man of about 60 and I have little doubt that his genuine regard 
for Subhas Babu derives from his sincere, though metaphysical and 
ill-founded, belief; that Japan's Aslan venture, if successful, 
would have been the fulfilment of a noble and humanitarian purpose. 

12. I shall be grateful 

hrimathi Leilamani Naidu, 

£puty Secretary, 

Affairs , 



for instructions. 







(Ranbir Singh) 






Secret 


(M) 


DO NO.F.25/VNG0 
Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi, 
the /£/C June , 


My dear Ambassador, 
Kindly refer 


A 

to Ranbir 


Singh 



No.F.5(l)NGO-I, dated the 16th January, 1954, 
to Leilamani Naidu, regarding his talk with 
the priest of the Renkoji temple about the 
ashes of Shri Subhas Bose? 


2, You had a discussion with Miss Naidu 
on this matter when you were last in Delhi 
and you had suggested that no action need 
be taken by us until we heard further from 
you. We should be grateful if you wax Id 
kindly send us your further views as early 
as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 



Dr.M.A. Rauf, 
Ambassador or India, 
Tokyo 


k 


By dit>l. bag 



1 / 


SECRET 

/) 0. !Vo- fS0)/V4o- % 


23. 6. 54. 


EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 


TOKYO 


(*) 


23rd June, 1954. 


My dear Kaul , 



Please refer to your demi-official letter No. F.25/4/NG0, 
dated the 15th June, 1954, regarding the ashes of Shri Subha s Bose. 


Miss Naidu had shown me a letter received from Ranbir Singh 


in which it was suggested that we should donate a receotacle of 
appropriate material and quality to enshrine the ashes of the late 
Netaji. She was most anxious, in view of the opinion of the family 
and sore others, that the Government of India should not be committed 
to an admission that they acknowledged the ashes to be genuine relief 
I, therefore, suggested that I would try to persuade some admirers 

1 

of Netaji in Rangoon to donate a casket for the purpose. On my way 
back to Japan, I had only a day and half at Rangoon and, therefore, 
could not meet a number of people I had intended to approach. How- 

— 

ever, one gentleman to whom I talked to, was not enthusiastic about 
the idea. 



The priest of the Renkoji temple 


3. 


of his own status as the keener of the ashes. Opinion of Indians 
here is divided. Any recognition, therefore, would be a source of 
controversy. It would not so much matter about the Indians locally, 
but the opinion in 3engal refuses to accept the fact of Netaji's 
death and, therefore, of the genuineness of the ashes. I would, 
therefore, suggest that so long as we can, we should try and keep 
things as they are until opinion in Bengal changes to accept the 
fact of his death. 


Yours sincerely. 


Sd/- o/c 


Shri T.N. Kaul, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs , New Delhi 


(M. A. Rauf) 



n 

s • 






Express letter No. D.2905-FGa/55 
Dated, New Delhi, the kit: July, 1955. 


Copy of Starred Question No. 3047 for 
LOK by Shri S .C .dMlANTA about ashes of 

/ ohri Subash Gandra Bose is enclosed. 

rlease suggest material for reply, 
ministry have no information whatsoever. 

m 

• •it 

Issue of the above is authorised. 


Enel: 

H/207 







;U3STIGN FOB THE LOK ShRHh . 


• • • • 


Starred D.No 


3047 


Notice was iaxaa received on the 


18.6.55 


Notice of admission to be sent out 


on the 


7. 9.55 


Ministry to which the day has been 


allotted 


EXT. aFFXIBS 


The question will , if admitted, be 


put down for the sitting on the 


13.9.55 


« • ■ ■ 


*bHRI 3 .C.SiiMhMTi* : to 2111 the r rime Minister 

be pleased to states- 

(a) whether it is a fact that the ashes 
of iietaje subas Chandra Bose are lying in 
custody of the preist of Renkoji temple in 
Tokyo since bept ember, 1945; 

(b) if so, whether the Government of 
India will take ch&rge of those ashes and 
errect a suitable mernoroial in the name 
of Netaji; 

(c) whether any attempt was m&del in the 
matter before; 

(d) if so, what was the difficulty in the 
way? 


<av 



5 ^ 


au-ae^s imaa 


July 19 , 1955 


No. F.5(1)NG0-I 


FROM s INDEMBASSY, TOKYO 

TO* : FOREIGN, NEitf DELHI. ATTENTION ! Shri A.J. 

Kldwal, Dy. Secretary. 

SUBJECT I - Ashes of Shrl Subash Chandra _lQsa. 


Reference your Express Letter No. D.2905 
FBA/55, dated 4th July, 1955, on the above 
subject. Your attention in this connection Is 


1. Letter No. D. invited to marginally noted and connected corres- 


1003-CJK/52, dt. 

18.3.52, from pondence. Under 

M/E. A. 


Under the circumstances „have no further 



2. Letter No. D. 
5433-CJK/52, dt. 

_ 24.11.52, from 
Min. of E.A. 

3. &.Q. letter No. D. 
4067-NG0/52, dt. 
5.1.53, from Min. 
of E.A., New Delhi. 



4. D.O. letter No. D.5219- 
N GO/53 , dt. 4.12.53 
from Min. of B.A. , 

New Delhi. 


Issue of the above has been authorised 


( A.K.Dar ) 
First Secretary 


TJLT]GRA?T: 
PR J' T : 

TOs 


* -(yt$ 

OUTGOING 

fcofer ^ I SECRET 

URDU ' ©ASSY / T • 





D.T. G. JUL 261540. 
S.T.R. JTIL 261545. 


IMPORT A r 7 

IMPORTANT 


Late SURRAS CHAHDRA TOSS. Chief Priest 
of Renkoji Buddhist Temple who has all along had 
custody of ashes proposes holding for first time 
formally a memorial ser,ic^ on August eighteen. Temple 
authorities ask Embassy approval for this and request 
presence of Ambassador and others at the occasion. 
Please advise action desired. 



icA* 



a sad or 


| SECRET 



“\ 


* 


tvs) 

INCOMING 


ss 


« o s 

> • o • <J < 


0.28434 


0. 


i. 


TLL3GRAT: 

3Ti0?ft 


TO: 




SECRET 


. t r*' ' 


. ->* 9 




T G8 STO. 


IMPORTANT] 


D.T.O. JUL 281230. 

JUL 290930. 


Ti 

• • -t 


I ” F 0 R T A 1 T T 


For Ambassador. 






r our To. 71 


26-th July. ^Kindly tele ;raph your views an- 1 see 
I-iAUF's 15.0. FS(1)I7G0(1) ?3r' June 1954 to HAUL. 




* 29JU11955 )*] 


Ambassador 

-ri C! 

SECRET 




OUTGOING 


' G.3. ZTo. 


0. 


SECRET 


TTTT V* r 
j IW ' .« 


A r* n~r rn-'h"~Trr\ 

.5 iJ;.. - . O* 


• ^ 7-rr-v; r rvTiTTTT 

> - .. - -Jj. J. « 


[immediate 


U. rn . 0. JUT. 291330 
fi.T.R. JUL 29133 5 


— J. - V 


o. 71 




Ur. on Amb rsssdor. Your tel eg ram 
28434 July twenty-eight Lots SUBKAS CHAEERA U0S3. 
’"y view generally sane as HAUF's. '-lain question 
is whether Government ere in e position publicly 
to accept fact of death. If they are then there 
cou.13 he no objection to Umbn, set nsrticipating 
in memorial cervices here. It will be realised 
that participation in memorial services here will 
also involve Government in other actions which 
must logically follow. VT^oie issue seems 
tos obviously tied ut> with repurcussions at 
home and I feel can best be decided at policy 
level in India. Japanese feelings or those of 
community here not of much importance. 


fSECRETl 


SvcSg- 


73. 


-TT\v* 


'N COM IN 




. 

TOi 



0 



>n A *7 T 


Tour teleyrar To*?3 29t.ii July < 


«u think our ii-ibassy should participate 
in’ memorial services for SllBiiAo CHAKSrtti i>0£IS# Prime 
"inister stated in Parliament two years ago that in 
circumstances v;e had to accept fact of death* Tnerefors 
there is no difficulty in our taking up this posit? on 
publicly® 


Ambassador 

-r\r' 

ii kP 


I SECRET 
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'af 


'U 

Subject:- 



Government of India, 
Ministry of External Affair: 


Dated, New Delhi 


, 4 * 


Juby, 55< 


Starred Question for the Lok Sabha, 
No. 3047, for 13-9-55, by Shri 
Samanta regarding the ashes of Netaji 
S.C. Bose. 


Dear Embassy, 

y . Please refer to our express letter 

,-^ v N o.D. 2905 -FE A/55, dated the 4th July, 1955, 

L.S 9 ' 

on the above subject. 

The Question has since been disallowed. 
No further action, on our letter under reference 
need therefore be taken. 


Yours ever, 



The Embassy of India in Japan, 
T k y o. 


find: nil. 
sps02307/ 


s,.g. C.P.JB l 


HD 


SJ 


D.O. No. F,*(1)NGQ-I 


August 30, 1955. 


ft 






\?b* 


Subjects- Memorial Service - Subhas Chander Bose. 
Dear Mr. Kaul, 

With reference to Foreign, New Delhi 

y € 

No. 28436 of July 30th, 1355, on the above 
subject, I am desired to forward herewith for 
, e Information copies of office notings which would 
bring Government up-to-date on the position In this 
behalf. 


\fr 

9y " x *- 



Yours sincerely, 

< A «K.Dar ) 


Shrl T.N. Kaul, ICS, 

Joint Secretary to the 
Government of India, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


/ 


t 


) 



Dear Sir: ^ 

please allow us to offer our congratulations 
for- your health in spite of the hot weather. 

Or the l8th cf August in 1945 > T 'r. Chandra pose, 
patriot of India’s Independence died an unexpected death 
in this foreign land. And through providence of Buddha, 
we have kept the ashes of the hero in our temple.' however, 
due to various circumstances no action has been taien to 
honour his memory for the past ten years, and the chief 
priest cf our Temple has been personally protecting 
ashes. 

It T . ill not be the way to repay the deceased for 
his virtue to let the situation remain as it is, and our 
heart is aching day and night as we can hardly stand it. 


After consulting with the supporters of our Temple , 


we have decided to hold a .memorial service as stated in the 


following dn the tenth anniverssary: of the death of the 
late Mr. Bose. 


We sincerely hope that you will kindly honour us 
with your presence. 


September 1, 1955 * 


Faithfully yours, 


Time 5; Date; \ September 1 8 , 1955* 3 P* a -* 

) (Sunday) 


rla ce : 


Renkoji Temple, 3uginami-ku. 



Chief priest 
Th e Re nko j i Tempi e . 


(Representatives & 
Caretakers} 

The Renkohji Temple. 


To ; 


His Excellency Mr. B.R* Sen, 
Ambassador of India in Japan. 


aM . 



anniversary ©f Chandra Bose 



On the afternoon «>f Sept. 16 at the Renkoji Temple 
in Suginaml nard the Buddhists’ ceremony for Chandra Bose’s tenth 
anniversary was held. 

r. Bose died on Aug. 1°, 1945 on account ©f the accident 
of an airplane ©n his way t© Japan fr©m Formosa . 

His remains have been kept at the Reakeji Temple by the 
c©ur-feesy ©f Rev. S. Mochizuki ®f the temple. 

Ten years have passed since Mr. Bose's death, but n© 
formal proposal has come from India about taking ©verb is 
remains, which gave sad feeling to the peeple. concerned . 

In the ceremony about 60 Indians ad and Japanese, 
including Rev. Pantissa, Grand Priest ©f Sanchi Temple in 
India, participated. 


( Summary by K.Nogaml ) 


<0 
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Alive or Murdered ? 


Indians Seek Truth 
About Chandra Bose 

By DAY INOSHITA 
UP Staff Writer 


A demand for a full-fledged 
Government investigation into 
the death of Indian nationalist 
leader Subhas Chandra Bose 
went up from the Indian com- 
munity in Japan yesterday. 

It was sparked by Japanese 
invitations to Indian leaders to 
attend a memorial service today 
for the Indian nationalist lead- 
er at an obscure Buddhist tem- 
ple in the outskirts of Tokyo. 

The outburst promised to 
awake anew the storm of con- 
troversy over the death of Bose, 
in death as in life the center of 
heated dispute and argument/. 

Japanese military authorities 
claimed Bose died in an airplane 
crash in Taiwan August 18, 1945. 
But a military aide, who was 
with him, said he did not hear 
of his death fintil afterward, did 


not see Bose’s body and was 
only given his ashes to bring 
back to Japan. 

A treasure in gold and jewels, 
donated by Indians all over Asia 
to finance the fiery Bengali lead- 1 
er’s fight for Indian indepen- 
dence was reported to have been 
in the plane with Bose, but noth- 
ing has been seen of it since. 

Many Indians still believe 
Bose is alive. Others believe 
Bose was murdered. Few accept 
— openly at least — the Japanese 
position that the ashes in a jar 
in the Renkoji Temple are those 
of the spirited nationalist. 

What was the truth? No one 
knew. And leaders of the In- 
dian community here claimed 
that no one would know until 
a thorough • investigation had 
been made. 


-j ,• JL .. x 

Japan Offers To Send 
Chandra Bose’s Ashes j 

United Press 

NEW DELHI, Sept. 17.— 
Japan has offered to send to 
India an urn containing the 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chan- 
dra Bose, leader of the Indian 
JNational Army” which fought 
against the Allies during the 
last War, it was announced to- 
day. 

Informed sources said that 
while India would welcome the 
Japanese gesture there is no 
substantial proof that the ashes 
are those of Bose. All that 
has been established regarding 
his death was that he died in' 
an air crash near Taipeh. No 
information was ever uncover- 
ed about what happened to his 
body. 


r 





# 





MYSTERIOUS ASHES I Hoad priest Mochizuki 

of Kenkoji Temple in Nakano Ward, holds an urn containing 
what are believed to be the ashes of Subhas Chandra Bose, the 
Indian i>atriot who is believed to have heed killed in a plane 
crash in Formosa a few days after Japan’s surrender. The 
temple would like to have the ashes claimed by the Indian 
Government or members of the Bose family, now that more 
than 10 years have passed since the urn was entrusted to 
Renkoji. Sunday, at a ceremony in honor of the Indian leader, 
the priest clarified the temple’s stand. Kyodo Photo * 




Kyodo Photo 

MEMORIAL RITES FOR INDIAN LEADER— Mrs. Katsnko Tojo, widow of the wartime 
Prime Minister Hideki Tojo, prays beside an Indian resident at the Renkoji Temple, Tokyo, 
where the 10th anniversary of the death of the late Subhas Chandra Bose was recently observed. 
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Death Substantiated 

New Testimony in Bose Case 


By The United Press 

Three former Japanese army 
officers, ranging in rank from 
captain to. lieutenant-genei'al, re- 
vealed yesterday significant new 
testimony on the disputed death 
of Indian Nationalist leader Sub- 
has Chandra Bose 10 years ago. 

All three declared they wit- 
nessed the death of Bose in a 
plane accident in Taipei on 
August 1C, 1945, three days 

after the end of World War II. 

One — ex-Major Iwao Takakura 
of the Imperial Staff Headquar- 
ters in Tokyo — also claimed that 
he personally delivered Bose's 
ashes and a fortune in gold and 
jewels, to an official of the In- 
dian Independence Movement in 
.Tokyo early the following 
[month. The fortune belonging to 
[the Bose movement, has since 
^vanished. 

Takakura charged that the 
, same Indian official approached 

( him “several times" after the 
war and warned him to keep 
silent about the treasure. He 


said he did so out of fear of a 
war crimes prosecution. 

The other two officers were 
Lt. Gen. Haruki Isayama, form- 
er Chief of Staff of the Japanese 
army forces on Formosa, and 
Capt. Taneyoshi Yoshima, who 
was director of the Military Hos- 
pital in Taipei where it is claim- 
ed Bose died. 

The Kyodo News Agency prod- 
uced the men after cries went up 
from the Indian community here 
this month insisting that Japa- 
nese authorities tear aside the 
veil of secrecy that has sur- 
rounded the death of their lead- 
er for the past decade and give 
an accounting of the missing 
treasury 

After! the war, former Japa- 
nese military men said that Bose 
died in a plane crash in Taipei. 
They said his ashes were kept 
in the Renkoji Buddhist temple 
in Tokyo. 

But the Indians have never 
quite completely accepted this. 
Many still insist he is alive. 
Others believe he is dead but 
think he was murdered for the 
treasure. Most accept his death 
•lit take the position of the In- 
dian Government regarding his 
ashes. 

According to the former 
army men quoted by Kyodo, 

! Bose was being transported 


from Singapore to Russia to 
escape prosecution by the Al- 
lies. A Lt. Gen. “Shidei,” a 
Russian expert who was being 
transferred to the Manchuria 
theater, was to see that Bose 
got to the Soviets. 

He and Shidei were in a 
front seat. Several suitcases 
containing the Indian fortune 
were beside Bose. Bose’s aide, 
Captain Habibul Rahman, was 
in the seat behind his chief. 

The two-engined plane was 
about 50 feet off the ground in 
the takeoff from Taipei airport 
around 1 p.m. on August 18 
when it stalled and nose-dived 
into the ground. The fuselage 
split in two, and the front sec- 
tion was covered with flames. 

Six men eyed in the crash. 
Some survivors were thrown 
clear. Rahman escaped with 
burns. Bose jumped out flam- 
ing from head to feet. He and 
the other injured were rushed 
to a hospital in a truck. It was 
past five when he arrived and 
Captain Yoshimi took over the 
efforts to save him. 

Bose was covered with burn 
blisters, Yoshimi said. He- held 
back his moans but groaned in 
awkward Japanese for ‘water, 
water." He died around 11:30 
p.m. 
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TELEGRAM: 

FROM: 

TO: 


U 

0. T. P. 

SECRET. 


C.S. No. 116. 


FOREIGN, NSW DELHI. 
INDEMBASSY, TOKYO. 


D.T. 0. SEP 21 NIL. 
D.T.R. SEP 221000. 


I M M E D IATE. 


No. 6437 




There has heen reports in Newspapers 
here on memorial service held for SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
in Tokyo last Sunday. The temple in which it was . 
held was not specifically named hut from description 
it appears to he Renkoji temple. Ceremony reported 
to have touched off controversy among local Indians 
over the authenticity of Netaji’s ashes and some have 
denounced ceremony which is reported to have heen 
attended hy only three Indians. Three former Japanese 
Army officials have also joined this controversy and 
testified to fact of Netaji’s death and the 
authenticity of ashes. Short notice question has 
heen asked in the Parliament. Surprisingly we have 
had no report from you. Last report we received 
from you was in DAR’ s letter F.5(T.)NG0-I dated 
30th August, 1955, in which he described memorial 
service held on the 18th August in Renkoji temple. 

This appears to he the second cremony held in same 
temple. Embassy officials witlT our permission 
attended the ceremony of 18th August hut reports say 
that boycotted last oeremony of 18th September which 
reported to have heen attended hy representative of 
Japan Foreign Office. Please telegraph full facts 
and also whether Indian Embassy boycotted 18th September 
memorial service. 


Ambassador 

FS 


SECRET 


OUTGOING,, i 

MOST IMMEDIATE SEC RET 

FROM INDEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

■fc.-r-o . Vt=p xv^Mp 

Kio.cu J-gf> nl^r 

From Ambassador (.) /'> ? u ' v j ( 

Your telegram 6437 September 21st (.) Second memorial 
service for Subhas Chandra Bose(.) Full details sent by bag 
today (.) Please await same (.) Briefly a second service was 
held by Renkojl Temple authorities on 18th September (.) 

Japanese Government having erroneously decided against repre- 
sentation at 18th August service changed their previous stand 
about attendance at a private memorial service in temple and 
attended this second service (.) Japanese Foreign Office was 
warned clearly that this behaviour of the temple authorities 
in holding a second service would arouse controversy particularly 
if Japanese Government were represented in any manner specially 
in face of their abstention from the correct memorial service 
of 18th August (.) We suspect that Japanese are somehow anxious 
for transfer of ashes and have therefore encouraged controversial 
publicity now (.) Our stand is that having attended the correct 
tenth anniversary memorial service on 18th August we should not 
be pressured into attending another service so soon thereafter 
otherwise Japanese may hold a service every month as they have 
hinted they well might just to accentuate controversy and show 
that India is defaulting in taking over the ashesC.) So far as 
the temple authorities are concerned they seem to be if looking 
forward to some monetary reward from us for keeping the ashes (.) 
Would request your clear instructions after you have seen our 
detailed report mentioned above (.) 
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D.O. No. F.5(1)NG0-I 


September 22, 1955 


SUBJECT:- SECOND MEMORIAL SERVICE - SUBHAS CHANDER BOSE 
Dear Mr. Kaul, 

\/ * “* * 

Further to our letter No. F.5(1)NG0-I of the 
30th August, 1955, I am desired to forward herewith an 
English translation of the invitation received by 
Ambassador Sen for attendance at a second memorial service 
held by the Renkoji Temple on September 18th. Copies 
of the office noting on the subject which give the back- 
ground information about the second memorial service 
are also sent herewith. 

2. I may add that at the time when the temple 

authorities were discussing with us about their plan for a 
memorial service they had suggested two dates either 
August 18th or September 18th. September 18th havA. 
been suggested by them as it would have given them 
sufficient time for preparation* on a grand scale. This 
Embassy and the Chief Priest of the temple preferred 
the date August 18th as being the more correct date. 

It seems that the Chief Priest was subsequently prevailed 
upon by the temple management committee to hold a 
memorial service on September 18th despite the fact 
that the service had been held on August the 18th. 

Apart from other possible objectives the temple authoritie 
have succeeded through this second memorial service in 
gaining some publicity for the temple and in securing a 
small sum of money from the Gaimusho. 


Yours sincerely, 

( A.K.Dar ) 


Shri T. N. Kaul, ICS, 

Joint Secretary- to the 
Government of India, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 




SECRET 




s LSTTfiR 


No. F.5(1)NG0-I 


October 4, 1955 


FROM : INDEMBASSY, TOKYO 


TO 


FOREIGN 


NEW DELHI 



Subject:- MEMORIAL SERVICE - SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

Reference:- Your telegram No. 6437 dated 21st 
September, 1955. 


Grateful for advice If the short notice 


question was allowed to be put and If so the 

text of the questions and answers and Interpellations, 


if any 


Issue of the above has been authorised 


l L . 

( A.K.Dar ) 



First Secretary 


No.F.25/ 4/NGO 


Qj 




1 * 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
I Mm) NEW DELHI 

\ September 28, 1955. 


My dear Dar, 



-c. 


This is to acknowledge, 
with thanks, the receipt o^your 
demi-official letter No.F. 5( 1) NGO-1 
dated the 30th August, which is 
being examined. 


Yours sincerely, 

A'1-VcL^' 

( A. J. Kidwai) 


Shri A.K. Dar, 

Embassy of India in Japan, 
Tokyo. 


-0 






\ qsq 


iMMEUl A TE 


No.F.29(8)-FEA/55 
Government of Inclie 
Ministry of External 


NSl. DELHI t TKE (<j| ft; 



S ub : 


Memorial service for S lir i Subhas Chandra Bose 


~ear Emba s sy 



rlease refer to your express letter No.F.5(l)NGC-l 
dated the 4th October, 1955. 

The questions were answered in the Lok bat ha on the 
29th September, 1955. .. copy of the questions, together 

with the answers and s upp 1 eme n t ar i e s thereto, are forwarded 
herewith. 


Yours ever, 
MINISTRY 


\ 



The Embassy of India in Japan, 
TOKYO 
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SHORT NOTICE Q JSSTICf! I!C . 13 & 14 
TC BE AMSMEBSD Of! THE 29TS SErTBMBSR t 1955 


HSIAJI SHAH f 5 CHANOE,- BC5E 

questick 


NO* 13 (SERI K AM ATE 

(SHE I RAD HA RAH /I! 
( SHE I S.n, D. s 


Will the Prime Minister 


be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that a memorial service was 
held on the 18th September, 1955 in Tokyo for Hetaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the Indian Ambassador 
to Tokyo and other members of the Indian Embassy were 
invited to attend the service; 

(c> whether all or any of them attended; and 
(d) if not, the reasons therefor? 


ASSES CF NS'Lh.JI 

II 14 DR. RAM SUBiii.5 SII IS: Will the Frine Minister 

be pleased to state; 

(a) whether Government are aware of the recent contro- 
versy which has arisen about the authenticity of the 
ashes of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose which have been kept 
in the Eenkoji Temple, Tokyo, Japan; 

(b) if so, the factual information about this matter; 
and 

(c) whether Government have approached the Government 
of Japan and the management of the Eenkoji Temple to 
bring those ashes to India? 

« # # •• »l # »* * 51 tl 

ANSWER 

SHE I JAWAEABLAL SSARU : 

13 & 14 A Memorial Service for the late Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose was held on the 18th August, 1955, in the 
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Benkoji Temple in Tokyo. The Indian Snbassy wore invited 
to tho Service, and several members of the Embassy 
attended. Tho Ambassador hinsc was not in Tokyo at 
th* tine, but the First Secretary of the Embassy, who 
represented him, placed a wreath on his behalf on the 
urn containing the ashes. 

Subsequently, the Indian Embassy received an 
invitation for a second Memorial Service a month later, 
on the 18th September, in the sane temple. They felt 
that a repetition of the ceremony so soon after the 
first Memorial Service would detract from the solemnity 
of the occasion. This view of the Embassy was conveyed 
to the authorities of the Renkoji Temple, and they were 
told that the Indian Embassy could not properly be 
expected to attend another Memorial Service after having 
done so on tho 18th j.ugust which was the appropriate 
date , 

Government have not approached the Government 
of Japan or tho management of the Renkoji Temple to 
bring these ashes to India. Government have felt that 
in this natter, no stops should be taken without the 
approval of tho family of Iletaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 


"AMD" 

28th Sep .’ 55 


^ A ( 29.9.55 ) 
uncorrected-Not for publication 

Balu 
G-4 

S.N.Q.Nos. 13 & 14 

Shri Kamath: Is it a fact that the Japanese Government 

contributed nearly 20,uuQ yen to the Memorial Serttce 
either on the 1 8th August or on the subsequent 
occasion? And did they approach or ask our 
Government whether they were willing to make any 
contribution aiso to this Service, and if so, what 
was the reaction of our Government to this request 
or approach of the Japanese Government? 

Shri Ja.aharlal Nehru: I think the hon. Member is right 
in saying th t the Japanese Government contributed a 
sum, probably 20,0uo yen, according to Japanese 
custom. I do not know if they approached our 
Embassy to contribute any money for this purpose. 
Normally, it is not dune. It is not our custom. 

It was tne u apanese custom, and they followed it. 

Shri Kamath: The trims Minister has said that the 

question with regard to the ashes, or the supposed 
ashes, of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is a matter for 
his family to decide. He has said in the last 
parliament on the 9th March 1951, txiat pei sonally 
he was not satisfied that the report presented or 
submitted by Mr S A Iyer, one time member of 
Netaji' s Arzi Hukumat-e-Azad Hind , was convincing 
enough, and therefore that was not the last word 
on the subject. May I know whether Government still 
hola tne view that that is not the last word and 
that the report of Mr S A Iyer is not convincing, 
and whether it is because of that that Govei nment 
have not taken any action in this matter with 
Egc* regard to the ashes? Play I also know . hether 
this matter is merely a family affair or a 



Shri 






nntional affair? 

Jawaharlal Nehru: The hon. Member will notice 
that what I have said is that the approval of the 
family is necessary and desirable. I do not say 
that it is entirely a family affair; certainly, it 
is a national affair also. 

Hon. Members will remember that some time ago, 
for a considerable time, some people in this 
country doubted the fact of Netaji Subhas Chanoera 
Bose's death and challenged that. It became 
difficult for Government to take any action in 
this matter when this fact was doubted by some, 
and certainly not without the approval of the family. 

The hon. Membe r has referred to a report by 
Mr. Iyer and to what I am reported to have said. 

I have absolutely no recollection of having made 
the remark which the hon. Membe ^ says I made. 

Shri Karaath : I shall pass it on to you. 

Mr. Speaker: Later. 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: It may be that I made the remarks 
In regard to certain details in that report. But I 
have no doubt in my mind, I did not have it then, 
and I have no doubt today, of the fact of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose's death. It may be that the 
circumstances may not be quite clear; it may be so. 

In a matter of this kind, the only enquiry, 
i.e. satisfactory eqqulry that can be made is by 
the Japanese Government. The matter is in Japan; 
the wh< le thing is there, vfe cannot impose 
ourselves or an enquiry committee on the Japanese 
Government. Of course, if they choose to enquire, 
we will very gladly co-operate and give such help 
as wo can. But we simply cannot enquire into 
their territory, and more specially also, when 
probably all the possible witnesses are either 
Japanese Government officials or te others 

i ' 

r 


connected with that Government. 

Shri Kamath: Am I tc understand that Government will 

welcome a proposal for an Indc-Japanese commission 
to enquire into this matter at official level 
or governmental level? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru s I have said that the question 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s death is, I 
think, settled beyond doubt. There can be no 
enquiry about that. But as for the exact 
circumstances, possibly if there is an eqquiry 
held, it may be that some additional facts may 
come to our notice. And as I said, the initiative 
must come from the Japanese Government in this 
matter. If it cones, naturally we shall gladly 
give them such help as we can. 

Shri H.N. Mukerjee: The Prime Minister has told us 

he has no manner of doubt in his own mind about 
the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. Do 
we take it that this is based on a definite 
finding by Government in regard to the finality 
of the information? In that case, I want to 
know how is it that we are not taking steps to 
secure the expeditious return of the ashes, and 
also, apart from that, to do in this country 
certain jobs which we owe to the memory of the 
dead. I ask this question because this question 
of the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose or 
otherwise has been contested, and xac the whole 
matter is hanging fir® for a long time, but 
people's emotions require to be respected on 
this issue of the death of a very&reat man. 

And that is why I ask the Prime Minister to 
tell us what steps Government intend to take - 
now that he is certain that Netaji Subhas 
. Chandaa Bose is dead- in regard to the 
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perpetuation of his memory in this country? 

Shri Jawaharlal N-jhru: I thought that I had 
answered tHs question already. 

Dr. Ram Subhag Singh* The Prime Minister ha3 said 

that Government have not approached the Japanese 
Government or the management of the Renkoji 
temple, to bring those ashes to India in the 
absence of the approval of the family of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. May I know whether 
Government have approached that family or 
sought their permission to bring those ashes 
to India? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru* Not recently. But reference S. 
have been made in the past. 

Mr. Speaker: Let us go tc the next question. 

Shri H N Mukerjee : rose- 

Mr. Speaker: He h -s assaxHji answered the question 
already. I do not want to argue. 

Shri H N Mukerjee* I have not got the answer. The 
House has not got the answer. The country 
has not got the answer. Let us have it. 

Mr Speaker: Order, order. It is not a dKaio debate 
that is going on. The hon. Member will 
realise that he is asking for information. 

Even the long question xfcixkxjfrzKi&xkxxH 
that he put was, really speaking, not a question 
which should have been allowed by me, but it 
is because of the emotions and sentiments 
that I have allowed it. Now, there is an 
end to it. 
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D.O. No 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 

th October 1955. 



My dear Ambassador, 

I end se copy of a minute recorded by the Prime Minister, 
in Calcutta, regarding the late Shri Subash Chandra Bose. We 
should be grateful if you would kindly let us know the result of 
your approach to the Japanese Government on the subject. 

2. In addition to the three members of the Committee, 

I am desired to suggest that your First Secretary mijht be 
attached to the Conimittee for help and guidance. 

Yours sincerely. 



(T. N. KaulJ 


Shri B. R. Sen, ICS., 

'Stac Ambassador of India in Japan, 
TOKYO. 


i 3' taxA ftt H 

jF/O, (Qftsjr K'sjzI, 

' >uJ& , 


I i ' 


COPY. 
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CR1T. 


PR IRE MINISTER 1 S SECRETARIAT 


I met Shri B. R. Sen, our Ambassador in Tokyo, 
in Calcutta this evening. I asked him to inform the 
Japanese Government informally that, in view of the 
great interest in India in ’regard to the circumstances 
of the death of Shri Subas Chandra Bose and in his 
ashes, it would be desirable to have some kind of an 
investigation in this matter so as to remove any doubts 
from' people's minds about these circumstances^ It is 
obvious that no such enquiry can take place without the 
consent, approval and cooperation of the Japanese Govern- 
ment. If they are agreeable, as we hope they will be, then 
we propose to send a team of three persons who will place 
themselves at the disposal of the Japanese Government 
and conduct an enquiry in Japan in cooperation with the 
Japanese Government. This is all that need be said to 
the Japanese Governmentaat this stage, and we should await 
their reply. 

,2. It is our intention to request Shri Amiya Bose, 

'son of Shri Sarat Chandra Bose, and Shri Shah Nawaz “ 

\Khan, Parliamentary Secretary and previously of the 
'INA, to be two members of this team. The third 
should be an official either from the Government of 
India or the West Bengal Government. 

3. The enquiry should be carried out without too 
much fuss or publicity. It should be largely confined 
to the circumstances of the death an as to whether the 
ashes at present in a Japanese temple are Shri SSubhas 
Chandra Bose's ashes. 

4. It is possible that questions might arise 
about the so-called treasure of Shri Subha s Chandra 
Bose. Some of the Indian merchants in Japan have 
raised this question from time to time. I do not 
think we should mix up this matter with the other 
enquiry. Indeed, it is very difficult to enquire into 
this treasure, and the only people who can perhaps throw 
some light are the Japanese or some of the close 
associates of Shri Subhas Chandra Bose. I had some 
kind of an enquiry made in Malaya some years ago. We 
recovered some gold. It seemed to me then that all 

the moneys with the India League had vanisned because 
they/ were in Japanese currency which had no value left. 

5. It is possible that some treasure was with 
Shri Sub as Chandra Bose when ne died. Some small 
bit of it was sent to us. It consists of burnt pieces 
of jewellery etc. Their value is not great* I think 
these pieces etc. are with the Extanal Affairs Ministry. 

I doubt very much if there is the slightest hope of 

our tracing any other treasure. In any event, the 
team we send should not go into that matter. If any 
facts come to our notice and the Japanese Government 
helps, we might take this up later. 

6. I told Shri B.R. Sen that if and when this team 
goes to Japan, our Embassy should help them in every 
way and should not keep aloof. Indeed, they should 
realise that this is an enquiry sponsored by Government. 


contd. . . . 
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7. Although I have spoken to Shri B.R. Sen on this 

subject, a formal letter should be sent to him also. 
Meanwhile, Dr. 3.C. Roy might be good enough to inform 
Shri Amiya Bose and get his reactions. 


Sd/- J. Nehru.) 
16.10.1955 
Camp: Calcutta. 
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INDEMBASSY 

FOREIGN 



TOKYO 
NEW DELHI 


NO. lo-J 


b.-r.o. i*ixio 


Foreign Secretary from Ambassador C.) 
Late Subhas Chandra Bose C.) Kaul's letter 2483- 
NGO/55 October 18th C.) Please inform Prime 
Minister that in accordance with his directive 
I have discussed with Foreign Minister the proposal 

0 

to send Enquiry Committee to investigate into 
the circumstances of death and the identity of the 
ashes (.) Foreign Minister has consulted the 
Cabinet and I have been informed that Japanese 
Government accept the proposal fully and will be 
glad to cooperate in every way C.) 

Awaiting further instructions (.) 


******** 



C A.K.Dar ) 
12. 11. 55 









Iattlti T® Send Owes tig* tiafl tlr wup 
i'e Japan * cr CT 1 i andra Base s Death 

N • * ' 

His D ,_ a th By Accident Claimed As 
Fsked bt©ry By An Indian in japan - 
The Indian Government d cided t«* send an invest! at'ian 
group to Japan toward Jan. 20 th In order to elarlfy tSi a cause of 
deaf! af Chandra >nse, - leader . f Indian Interim U «veriusent and 
G'[si ander @f Indian People's Army. Hits action *»f the Indian 

I Q-'Sernmant was said to oe attributable to the request of ”r . A.j< . air, 
Tadlan, president f Hair ft G® . in Japan. 



Abeut the cause ®f death of Mr. B®se there are same rumours , 



put Japan an.unc d that Mr. Base had died of buri^ resulting from 
n airplane accident, wKicb t@©k place in Formosa on Aug. Ib, 1945 . 
Ce sides,' an urn containing the ashesj, claimed to be those of Mr.Bcse 


‘has- been kept at the Henke ji Terirle, Sugiia.ami-ku , Tokyo, since be; t. ' 








Jr. a. M. Hair, .who had serve f . r India's independent 
ri ivement, cooperating with hr. Bess until the time ef the latter's 






death, claimed that the ashes placed at the Henkajl Temple were 

false. * 

Last September the Japanese Government, through the Foreign 

Office, expressed formally its desire ta send back ta India the a, ah e s 

l^f Mr. Base kept at the Henkoji Temple, but feh® Indian Government 

did net welcome the prep^sal as there r as almost nothing to testify to 

# 

the truth ,f the ashes. Indian newspapers j»ls® insisted that tic 
matter should not be decided only through the one-sided announcement 
af Japanese side, and bisides a lot ©f jewels' carried by lr. Base, 
wide 1 had been donated oy the Indians far the independent movement, 
were still missing. 

r. a... air further Insisted th 4 the-, cause .f death f Mr . S*se f 
claimed -to be due t® an airplane accident was a faked story as there 
were leffc no articles of r . such as his sh; 5 g, ring or -'fist- 

'j-aten. Besides, the jewels carried- by him, valued at several ten 

biliiah yon* were xm hissing, ho said. ( toa^irtMed ) 




M : r, . air added furgbfer that there were »« sf the talks nade 

by the- persons who claimed t@ have witnessed the plane accident 
in the airfield ef Per mas a. 

' r. Maria Takalrura, formerly the staff of the Imperial 
Army Headquarters, revealed as fallows: 

“ It afas;.»H..SBjct^x3?ikxihxtxzh®:‘ txaxll . ;;il taxes.. Bsstainingx 
SfKix8»&®isxg«aitsxaHdxxhis7 ashes 

" It was ®n Sent* 17 th that th ashes of Mr. "'©se and two 
il b©ses which can tained his gs>ods reached the Imperial Army 
Peadquer ter s . I received them. On 8th I handed aver all ef 
them to Mr. Murty, senior officer ©f India Independent Lead^ue in 
Japan. Afterwards I was teld by ©ne of ny fellow staff that 
the contents © f his g©< ds were geld bari and diamond*. 

M At any rate it happened at such a time when some Generals 
committed suicide and General Taj© also attempted to commit suicide. 
8®, we might have done some mistakes in dealing with the agsx above, 
though, I believe, we have done ©ur oest." 


( I'r. K. Nogami ) 


a 

r* 

i f 







*a>»?tn»^sisr*cw 
mammamam®* 
li?n MMiVniK 
itia^siwi^i am 
-amaMnslBai- 


10 

S 


(H JifliKil#*?! 


KHM"nssBR«nstB«nsi 


.a .sam a r «»j«a i M8 

V- _. . — . . 1. -VC 

* 1 VU—^j ^ 


3 


ID 


3D 

00 

CD 


.Ot^ooWVi^ 


HrtM 

pl^jtlnlS33idv®S iSHlffl/ 3 

4aO*4li5ff jSfiMft 

rtiO#?>V4-M 

sa^owffaROS^s 

hsip^sc*>** v * 

tAAS®J e-S^V'Sct 
3SJ?SB3£2 iSPfert - #' 


Q 

m 
S3 
Ti 


a) 


jwari-aw *-*»$* 

* * '***!£ 


^. s «y /W»%V •’ - 

iwsswiM'-vs'Ona 
Ctrfg O 5r?0^o3» 
jg@S*»UL 

iMQif <aHBM 'MStar 
- ■ 


Aco 

?t+w $88 ® 

cP***?^^**** 

g&<:SS r.V Afl$frj:V 

nr»i> 
iWtt 
U930W 
Eno>3 

o8fto*iMiv6<}M j?ioin% ! goSKr^Ji 


0 UH»nO'7T(* I 



^p»»3-H MMnmKi 


CD 


*!fc 


j&w pfrttlfisatew 

a y s*&&>i-v\o9Travf« 
rrnzzfi 

«'WWWn 

gs^noES^s^ 
*§®D£fcltd§£;&i8 JM 
JSKIEMS 

Sn*^CvSitTdE»«i^fett 

^BcfcilS^SSSiSW 


l 




1 


b 

r 


0 


f r 


(fl|33325 , > 




5 V 



JtIIT**!* 



JS 

I 1 !!! 

(* 

m 


m n * 
k«<o 
a ft /i 

£* 41 


ft 


A tj 
*« © 


PS 

fcjggf 

lv 


2 Si 


nr 


<h n t; s 
k ^ 2? s 

2*11 



J,T '5 £r 
18 ? 

HI 

*38 


5/0 


« tfC O 

‘if 

tt. I c"' 


7 


- a’ 
« a ^ 

1ST « ft 


gS 


r 


Li-vt' 
» & & 


MJfc* 

ij S 6 1 fi 



d S3 £ # IS 

alltg 

il?'*essss 


»Il«f »is 
a»f I Isas 

tRitcSvii J 

prlgiLi 

8sgs«sSftr 


miss 

» -t- * iff a* 
r « do *5 

,U M 


TrJ! t> M C tC ^ 

W3 

o * *« ^ 

,«riir 

* ? I: A #' m ,, 
> j.5 

_ *> i« * 

,'COS 


I? 


' #-k 4-1 


*\ nr 


A 1 



flip 

1 M| 





(•*C3 



W: 


VCC'-rr, 


| 


// 



STv 



vj 


•fcfc 



Fs?>- 


BS 

i *® 7 

Ml «U. 





-^oyes:: 


a 


? 


t’ 


3s*n 


// 


8*6 


, m 4> A 

infill 

s|i 1 i 

•73 IX \' * 




*E*3 LH©*— **£* ..,• 
**iwA\ lasa©** 




Translation. 


THE GAIMUSHO 


N0.24/A4 

NOTE VERBALE 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents 
its compliments to the Embassy of India in Japan, 
and has the honour to enclose herewith a report, 
prepared by the Ministry, on the cause of death 
and other matters related to the late Subhas Chandra 
Bose for the latter 1 s information. 


Tokyo, January 31, 1956. 
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Investigation bb the cause of death and 
othar matters of the lata Subha s C^w^a Boge, 


Begarding the cause of death of the late Subhas Chandra Bose and 
articles left by him, inquiries were made of the following persons wh> 
are considered to have had some relations with the matter. 


Name 

Occupation at that time 

Mr. T. Hachiya 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to Provisional 
Government of Free India . 

Mr. S. Nonogaki 

Lieut, -Col onel , Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Air Forces in Java. 

Mr. T. loshind 

Surgeon Captain, Head, Nanmon Branch 
of Taipei Army Hospital. 

Mr. T. Tguruta 

Army surgeon of the above hospital. 

Mr. K. Aral 

Captain, Headquarters, TsukaBa Air 
Corps. 

Mr. M. Taka kora 

Lieut .-Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Imperial Headquarters. 

Mr. M. Shibuya 

Lieut . -Colonel , Staff Offleer, 
Headquarters, Army Forces in Formosa. 

Mr. T. Sakai 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Army Forces in Bum. 

Mr. K. Sakai 

Major, Battalion Commander, Taipei 
Military Air Port. 

Mr. M. Kinoshita 

Major, Imperial Headquarters. 

Mr. M. Nakamura 

Captain, Taipei Military Air Port. 

Mr. H. Hasegawa 

Sublieutenant, Imperial Heatpaarters. 

Mr. T. Hayashida 

Sublieutenant, Headquarters, Army 
Forces in Formosa. 


{ 

c> 


An outline of the result of the investigations is as follows: 
1. Movements of Mr. Bose 


August 17, 

8.&.m. 

left Bangkok 

n 

11 a .ib. 

arrived at Saigon 

n 

5 p.m. 

left Saigon 

n 

7:30 p.m. 

arrived at Tour&ne 

August 18, 

7 a.m. 

left Tourane 

n 

0.30 p.m. 

arrived at Taipei 

n 

1.50 p.m. 

left Taipei 

Immediately after taking off, 

the airplane in which 

he rode fell to the ground, and he was wounded. 

August 18, 

about 3.00 p.m. 

he entered the Nanmon 
Branch of Taipei Away 
Hospital. 

8 

7.00 p.m. 

he died. 

August 22, 

he was cremated 

(at the Taipei ffanicipal 
crematorium) 


August 23, his funeral ceremony was held 

(at the Taipei Nishi- 
Honganji Temple) 

Hr. Bose, accompanied by Adjutant Bahrain, left Saigon cm August 
17 on board a liaison airplane (heavy bomber, twine -engined , Type II 
raso&elled 97), and arrived at Tainei air-port a little past noon on 
the next day. 

The airplane, first scheduled to land at Heito air^port, Taiwan 
(Formosa), changed the plan on the way for flying to Taipei directly, 
as both the weather and engines had been found to be in good condition, 
and extended Its flight to Taipei without any notice there beforehand. 
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The airplane left Taipei air-port before 2 p.ra. after refueling 
and lunching. 

At the moment when the pitch of the propellers was changed after 
the plane had taken off and risen about 20 metres above the ground, 
one petal of the three-petaled propeller of the left wing was suddenly 
broken, and the engine fell off. The airplane, subsequently unbalanced, 
crashed into ballast piles, beside the strip of the air-port, for 
repairing bombed holes (Reference: Annex l), and was wrapped in flames 
in a moment. 

Immediately after the plane’s fall, the passengers on board escaped 
from it, but, as the persons in the front deck (Reference: Annex II) 
were soaked with gasoline in auxiliary tanks all over their bodies, 
they suffered serious burns; Lieut . -General SMdei and other two men 
died within the plane. 

Mr. Bose, wrapped up in flames, got off the plane; Adjutant Rahmin 
and other passengers exerted themselves to take his clothes off, but 
as his thick sweater for cold weather was permeated with gasoline, his 
whole body was seriously wounded by burns, 

Mr. Bose, wholly unclothed, was sent to the Nanaon Branch of Taipei 
Army Hospital accompanied by Adjutant Rahmin, Staff -Officer Nonogaki, 
and other persons. He was diagnosed by the Head of the Hospital Yoshimi, 
and Military -Surgeon Tguruta (surgical treatment was mainly done by 
Military-Surgeon Tsuruta, a surgical expert). 

At the commencement of the treatment, Mr. Bose said that other 
persons might as well be treated first and he would be treated last, 
but the treatment was commenced with him. 
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His conditions! His whole body suffered serious turns 2° end 3° 

(2° ■ dropsical swellings appear on the skin; 

3° = skin is carbonised), and had a colour of 
oxidized silver caused fro® burns and sores. 

Bis face unusually swollen, but his cons clearness 
was clear. 

A considerable quantity of Ringer’s solution was instantly injected; 
wounds and bums were treated; and after the injections of Sulfa-drugs, 
he was swathed from top to toe, and brought to a sick-room. (Reference: 
Annex III). 

Hr. Bose, thinking he could not live, asked Military -Serge on 
Tsuruta to attend on him all night, so Tguruta continued to sit beside 
the sick-bed. 

Until about 7 p.m. he kept dear consciousness, and had talks with 
Adjutant Rahmin, but suddenly his consciousaess was lost, and his heart 
ceased to move. In spite of several injections of heart stisailaat and 
artifi einlk 4 ppiration , he could not revive. 

By his side were liilitary -Surgeon Tsuruta, Colonel Rahsdn, 
Interpreter Nakamura and a gendarme (as a guard) at the moment of his 
death. (Reference; Annex IV) 

2. Disposition of his remains ana articles left by him. 

(l) Major Sakai, Ex-Battalion CosBauader of Taipei Air- 
port, ordered 20 odd soldiers under his command and gendarmes 
to collect baggage of the passengers of the wrecked plane on 
the afternoon of August 18. 


At this search, things considered to have belonged 
to Mr. Bose were pat into a 18-litre's petroleum can, which 
was sealed in the presence of the eosaaender and gendarme on 
duty and brought to the Taiwan (Formosa) Army Headquarters. 

(2) At the Headquarters, Lieut . -Colonel Shibuya, an 
aerial chief, received it and put it in a wooden box. 

The box was sealed once again and kept safely, and 
was sent, together with Mr. Bose's remains, to Tokyo under 
the care of Adjutant Bahrain and Lieut . -Colonel Sakai, ex-staff 
officer of the Array in Burma district, who left Taipei on 
September 5. 

(3) As Colonel Bahrain and Lieut. -Colonel Sakai were 
somewhat disabled due to wounds, the custody of the box waa 
entrusted to Sublieutenant Hay&ehlda, a fellow-traveller, on 
the way. 

After arriving at Fukuoka, Lieut. -Colonel Sakai 
took charge of the transport of the box under the guard of 
three soldiers dispatched from the Array of the Western 
Plstri et. 

The group vent up to Tokyo by train, and on September 
7, 11:00 p.m. the box was handed to Major Kinoshita, command- 
ing officer of the week, Imperial Headquarters. 

(A) The box was transferred to Lieut. -Colonel Takakara, 
staff -of fleer, Imperial Headquarters, about 8 a.m. on the 
foil wing day . 


(5) The remains of Mr. Bose were handed to Mr. Ayyar, 
and the article® left by Mr. Bose to Mr. Murti, respectively, 
from Lieut. -Colonel Taka kora a few minutes past noon on the 
same day at the entrance of the Imperial Headquarters. 

It is additionally stated that, according to the roan who then 
commanded his subordinates at the air-port in collecting the articles, 
the can vras 90 per cent filled, the contents of which were decoration- 
like metals, chain-like metals, ring-like metals and spurs, but, as 
those things had been burnt at the accident, none of them were clearly 
Identified . 

Other than the personnel working at the air-port at that time, 
no one knew anything about the contents, because the box was strictly 


saled. 


Sketch-map of the Air Fort. 
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(This sketch was drawn according to the memory of Hr. Teuruta) 
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February 6* 1956 


My dear Dutt* 

I enelos e a note Verbale tiilch I have received from the 
Gaimusho on the circumstances of the death of Subha s Chandra Bose* 
I understand that this material has been collected by the Gaimusho 
in preparation for the visit of our Investigation Committee and 
at this stage this material is intended only for our information 
at the Embassy. However* I feel that the material should also be 
brought to your notice for your official information* We shall 
place this material before the Investigation Committee when they 
arrive in Tokyo. 

2* It will be seen that the Note clearly mentions the 

presence of Colonel Rahman "at the moment of his death"* Annexure 
IV gives the sketch of the room where Subha s Bose died and where 
Colonel Rahman was seated at the time of his death. I am, 
however* told that Rahman* in a statement made in Calcutta recent- 
ly * denied having seen Subha s Bose's dead body. I doubt the 
correctness of this renort as, I believe* Prime Minister's state- 
ment in Parliament on Subha s Bose's death was based on the testi- 
mony of Rahman that he was present when Subha s Bose died* In any 
case* you might have this report of Rahman's statement verified. 

If Rahman now really denies having been present at the time of 
the death of Subha s Bose* than the correctness of the Japanese 
report on the %diole matter will be open to grave doubt and 
criticism* In this connection* you might also consider whether 
the Committee should examine Rahman before they leave India. 

3. I saw a press telegram the other day mentioning that the 

Investigation Committee will come here in March. I suggest that 
they might arrive here at the end of March when I shall have 
returned from the New Delhi Conference* 


Yours sincerely* 



R* Sen) 



Shri S. Dutt* 

Foreign Secretary* 

Ministry of External Affairs* 
Hew Delhi , 





Investigation on the cause of Cifc'ti til and 

other matters of the late Subha s Chandra Boae. 


Regarding the cauae of death of the late Subha 3 Chandra 
Bose and articles left by him, Inquiries were made of the 
following persons who are considered to have had some relations 
with the matter. 


Name 

Hr. T. Hachiya 

,/Mr. S. Nonogakl 

Mr. T. Yoshlml 

Mr. T. Tsuruta 
Mr. K. Aral 

Mr. M, Takakura 

_ Mr. M. Shibuya 

Mr. T. Sakai 

Mr. K. Sakai 


Occupation at that time 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
plenipotentiary to Provisional 
Government of Free India. 

Lieut . -Colonel , Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Air Forces in Java. 

Surgeon Captain, Head, Nanmon 
Branch of Taipei Army Hospital. 

Army surgeon of the above Hospital. 

Captain, Headquarters, Tsukasa 
Air Corps. 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Imperial Headquarters. 

Lieut . -Colonel , Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Army Forces in Formosa. 

Lieut. -Colonel, Staff Officer, 
Headquarters, Army Forces in Burma. 

Major, Battalion Commander, 

Taipei Military Air Port. 

* 

Major, Imperial Headquarters. 


Mr. M. Kinoshita 


Mr. M. Nakamura 


Captain, Taipei Military Air Port. 
Sublieutenant, Imperial Headquarters. 


Mr. H, Hasegawa 

Mr. T. Hayashida Sublieutenant, Headquarters, 

Array Forces in Formosa. 


An outline of the result of the 

1. Movements of Mr. Bose 

investigations is as follows: 

August 17, 

8 a,m. 

left Bangkok 

it 

11 a.m. 

arrived at Saigon 

tt 

5 p.m. 

left Saigon 

»» 

7:30 p.m. 

arrived at Tourane 

August 18, 

7 a.m. 

left Tourane 

1! 

0,30 p.m. 

arrived at Taipei 

It 

1.50 p.m. 

left Taipei 


Immediately after taking off, the airplane in which 
he rode fell to the ground, and he was wounded. 

August 18, about 3.00 p.m. he entered the Nannon 

Branch of Taipei Army 
Hospital. 

M 7.00 p.m. he died. 

August 22, he was cremated (at the Taipei Municipal 

crematorium) 

August 23 , his funeral ceremony was held 

(at the Taipei Nishi- 
Honganji Temple) 



Mr, Bose, accompanied by Adjutant Rahmin, left Saigon on 

August 17 on board a liaison airplane (heavy bomber, twine- 

engined , Type II remodelled 97 ) , and arrived at Taipei air -port 

» 

a little past noon on the next day. 

The airplane, first scheduled to land at Heito air-port, 
Taiwan (Formosa), changed the plan on the way for flying to 
Taipei directly, as both the weather and engines had been found 
to be in good condition, and extended its flight to Taipei with- 
out ary notice there beforehand. 

The airplane left Taipei air-port before 2 p.m. after refuel- 
ing and lunching. 

At the moment when the pitch of the propellers was changed 
after the plane had taken off and risen about 20 metres above 
the ground, one petal of the three -petaled propeller of the left 
wing uas suddenly broken, and the engine fell off. The airplane, 
subsequently unbalanced, crashed into ballast piles, boside the 
strip of the air-port, for repairing bombed holes (Reference! 
Annex I), and was wrapped in flames in a moment. 

Immediately after the plane’s fall, the passengers on board 

# 

escaped from it, but, as the persons in the front deck (Reference: 
Annex II) were soaked with gasoline in auxiliary tanks all over 
their bodies, they suffered serious burns; Lieut . -General Shidei 
and other two men died within the plane. 
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Mr. Bose, wrapped up in flames, got off the plane; Adjutant 
Rahmin and other passengers exerted themselves to take his clothes 
off, but as his thick sweater for cold weather was permeated with 
gasoline, his vrhole body was seriously wounded by burns. 

Mr, Bose, wholly unclothed, was sent to the Nanmon Branch 

of Taipei Arrey Hospital accompanied by Adjutant Ra brain, Staff- 

* 

Officer Nonogaki, and other persons. He was diagnosed by the 
Head of the Hospital Yoshimi, and Military -Surgeon Tsuruta. (surgical 
treatment was mainly done by Military -Surgeon Tsuruta, a surgical 
expert). 

At the commencement of the treatment, Mr. Bose said that 
other persons might as well be treated first and he would be 
treated last, but the treatment was commenced with him. 

His conditions: His whole body suffered serious burns 2° and 
3° (2° * dropsical swellings appear on the 
skin; 3° 3 skin is carbonized), and had a 
colour of oxidized silver caused from burns 
and sores. His face unusually swollen, but 
his consciousness Was clear. 

A considerable quantity of Ringer's solution was instantly 
injected; wounds and burns were treated; and after the injections 
of Sulfa -drugs, he was swathed from top to toe, and brought to a 
sick-room. (Reference: Annex III). 


Mr. Bose, thinking he could not live, asked Military - Sur ge on 
Tsuruta to attend on him all night, so Tsuruta continued to sit 
beside the sick-bed. 

Until about 7 p.n, he kept clear consciousness, and had talks 
with Adjutant Rahmin, but suddenly his consciousness was lost, and 
his heart ceased to move. In spite of several injections of heart 
stimulant and artificial aspiration, he could not revive. 

By his side were Military -Surgeon Tsuruta, Colonel Rahnin, 
Interpreter Nakamura and a gendarme (as a guard) at the moment of 
his death, (Reference: Annex IV) 

2. Disposition of his remains and articles left by him. 

(1) Major Sakai, Ex-Battalion Commander of Taipei 
Air-port, ordered 20 odd soldiers under his command and 
gendarmes to collect baggage of the passengers of the wrecked 
plane on the afternoon of August IS. 

At this search, things considered to have 
belonged to Mr. Bose were put into a 18-litre’s petroleum can, 
which was sealed in the presence of the commander and gendarme 
on duty and brought to the Taiwan (Formosa) Army Headquarters, 

(2) At the Headquarters, Lieut . -Colonel Shibuya, 
an aerial chief, received it and put it in a wooden box. 


The box was sealed once again and kept cafely, 
•and was sent, together with Mr, Bose’s remains, to Tc?<yo 
under the care of Adjutant Rahmin and Lieut , -Colonel Sakai, 
ex-staff officer of the Any in Burma district, who left 
Taipei on September 5. 

(3) As Colonel Rahmin and Lieut . -Colonel Sakai were 

40 

somewhat disabled due to wounds, the custody of the box was 
entrusted to Sublieutenant Hayashida, a fellow-traveller, 
on the way. 

After arriving at Fukuoka, Lieut , -Colonel Sakai 
took charge of the transport of the box under the guard of 

I 4 4 

three soldiers dispatched from the Army of the Western 
District, 

The group went up to Tokyo by train, and on 
September 7, 11:00 p.n. the box was handed to $tajor 
Kinoshita, commanding officer of the week, Imperial Head- 
quarters, 

( 4 ) The box was transferred to Lieut, -Colonel Takakura, 
staff -officer, Imperial Headquarters, about 8 a,n. on the 
following day . 

(5) The remains of Mr, Bose were handed to Mr, Ayyar, 
and the articles left by Mr. Bose to Mr. Marti , respectively, 
from Lieut, -Colonel Takakura a few minutes past noon on 

the same day at the entrance of the Imperial Headquarters. 


It is additionally stated that, according to the man who 

then commanded his subordinates at the air -port in collecting 

the articles, the can was 90 per cent filled, the contents of 
* 

which wero decoration-like metals, chain-like metals, ring-like 
metals and spurs, but, as those things had been burnt at the 
accident, none of them were clearly identified. 

9 i 

Other than the personnel working at the air-port at that time, 
no one knew anything about the contents, because the box was 
strictly sealed. 






Headquarters of the air-port 
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'^Anti-air raid 
establishments 
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— Crew (equipment) 

— Crew, died on the spot 


Major Takizawa (Chief pilot), died on the spot 
LieutrGeneral Shidei, died on the spot 

Dorsal turret 

Lieut. -Colonel Sakai 



Propeller caused the accident 


Captain Arai 
Major Taka hash! 

Lieut. -Colonel Nonogaki 
(head of the plane) 
Adjutant Rahmin 

Mr* Bose 

Major Kono (pilot) 

Warrant-officer Aoyagi 
(assistant pilot) 



Sketch of the Najimon Branch of Taipei Army Hospital 
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(This sketch was drawn on December 13, 1955 » 
according to the memory of Mr. Tsuruta , then 
Army Surgeon of the Army Hospital.) 






Corridor 



Mr . Bose. 


Military Police (as a guard) 
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Adjutant Rahmin sitting 
on the chair. 

^ Partition with screens 



Interpreter, Army Surgeon, Tsuruta 
Nakamura 


(This sketch was drawn according to the memory 
of Mr. Tsuruta) 
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My dear Sen, 

Please refer to your demi-official letter 
No.F. 5(l)-*NG0-I of February 6. We have read the Note 
Verbale, received from the Japanese Foreign Office, with 
interest. We also note that you will place the material 
before the Investigation Committee when it arrives in 
Tokyo. In the meantime we shall let the Committee have 
a preliminary look at this material before they leave 
India. 



2. It does not look that the Committee will 

be able to leave India before early April. R.K. Mitra, 
who was to be a Member of the Committee, has recently 
joined as Chairman of the Calcutta Port Trust and will 
no longer be available. We are trying to get Sankar Moitra, 
at present Chief Commissioner, Andamans, to take his place. 

3. W r e have noted the suggestion in paragraph 2 
of your letter. 


Yours sincerely, 

^ ^5 VjJ s 

V 

(S. DUTT) 

Foreign Secretary. 

Shri B.R. Sen, 

Ambassador of India, 

Tokyo. 



n Mvsterv About Chandra Bose * 1 


By Masaaki Tanaka, director of the Indo-Japanese Friendship 

Association. 

(Published in the Nihon Shuho, a weekly news magazine, 
January 25th issue) 


The rumour is still current in India that Subas 
Chandra Bose, the Indian independence movement 
leader who headed the Indian National Army in 
the World War II is still alive disftite the 
generally accepted story that he i-s-^reM in an 
air crash in Taipeh Airfield on August 18, 1945. 

This has resulted in the despatching by the 
Indian Government of an inquiry mission to Japan. 

In these circumstances it may be helpful that the 
general public be enlightened on this,' controversial 
issuers casting ’a dark shadow’ on the diplomatic 
relation between India and Japan. - Sd. 

% 

"Don’t speak about Bose” 

The rumour is persistent and deep-rooted among 
people in India to the effect that Chandra Bose is still 
alive despite the generally accepted story in Japan that 
he was killed in an air accident in Taipeh on August 18, 

1945, following close tmrvthe termination of the World War II. 
At the time of his death, his status known to us was Chief 0 f 
State Vt'the Provisional Government of India and Supreme 
Commander of the Indian National Army. 

To clarify his death the Government of India has 
recently decided to send to Japan a three-member inquiry 
mission including a younger brother of Netaji. They are 
reported to arrive in Japan on and around January 20. The 
Japanese Government is expected to give assistance to the 
Indian inquiry mission in regard to this matter. I presume 

the public opinion in India reluctant to accept the Bose death 

, % 

as true has at last moved the Indian Government to take this 
step. 



One complex element in this matter is the missing 
jewels estimated variously in terms of billions of yen ,? hich 
are told to have been collected from Indian people for the 
Bose's chest for Indian independence movement and the where - 
about? of which still remain in enigma since the death of Bose 


The jewels were reportedly contained in two suit cases which 
were being carried by Bose when he met the mishap. It is assumed 
that clarification of this missing treasure may pose one knotty 
problem in connection with the coming inquiry. 

In the circumstances that Bose is believed still alive 
and he retains a wide popularity among Indians looked upon 
as a national hero, the result of the inquiry mission would be 
accepted with much sensation in India. So much so important 
is the forthcoming inquiry particularly in respect of Its possibh 
bearings on the relations between Japan and India, the Ja anese 
Government can hardly remain aloof to it. 

For these ten years, the Gaimusho, it seems^has remained 
non-committal to this issue and has avoided to touch it as a 
knotty issue. When Mr. Y~saburo Shimonaka, president of the 
Indo-Japanese Friendship Association visited India last year, 
he was reportedly warned by Japanese Ambassador ilishiyama not 
to touch the Bose question under any circumstances. Both 
Ambassador Nishiyama and his successor Yoshizawa reportedly 
refrained from making any comment on Bose when questioned about 
him at the press conference held following the latter's presen- 
tation of the credentials. Such an attitude of Japanese official 
circles, it is assumed, only served to increase suspicion about 
Bose's whereabout* among Indian people^ to the detriment of good 

A 

relations between the two countries. 

Japanese assistance to Chandra Bose's independence move- 
ment is a well-known fact among Indians and there is little 

/ oLtwh 

doubt as to the sincerity of Japanese. towards the success of 
his movement. In this picture it is indeed deplorable to know 
that suspicion exists among Indians about the death of Chandra 
Bose. 

In this situation it would be most advisable both for 
the Japanese Government and those who used to be connected with 
Bose to extend their cooperation teethe work of the forthcoming 
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Indian inquiry mission to furnish any information which may 
be helpful to them. 





At this jucture I should warn the Japanese press parti- 
cularly not to seek sensationalism from this issue just on 
the score of the missing j ewe Is . An approach to this issue 
should be objective and no personal prejudice should come in 
the picture to complicate the issue. 

Every year on January 22 the birthday of Netaji is still 
widely observed in India. In Calcutta, the native place of 
Netaji, the flag of the Indian National Army which he used to 
le#d, are $£©« hoisted at every housetop and citizens parade 
in the streets carrying placards with enlarged . photos of Chandra 
Bose, shouting "Jai Netaji ki” . Even children and women 
participate in the celebrations putting on their Sunday clothes. 
The whole city joins to celebrate the^birthday of their most 
beloved leader with all pomps and fanfares. When the time 
traditionally believed ss^t he ■ moment of his birth comes, the 
whole city resounds in a chorus of ’’Long Live Netaji." 

Those in India who believe that Bose is still alive are 
found not only among those illiterate masses but also among 
leading journalists and intellectuals. For instance, N.D. 
Mujumdar, a former Minister of Bengal State, once wrote in the 
Hindu that he has evidence which tells Bose is alive. Commen- 
tator Mohit Mitra said that Bose is alive somewhere just for 
the sake of the people he loves. V.H. Kamath said, "I have 
never seen such a great leader as Netaji who enjoyed so much 
affection among the Indian people,! 

is now out of our sight but I have no doubt that he 
is still alive somewhere.' 1 S. Harekrushna Mehbab even went so 
far as to say, "We strongly protest those who accept his death 
as a f ait - accomnli . We observe the Netaji’ s birthday in a 
big manner by way of our protest to such a belief." 


Ten years after the end of the World War II respect for 
Chandra Bose is still high among Indian masses* The popularity 


of Bose -«03is. fcifag in India was attested by two Diet members, 

D. Takaoka and S. Katsumata who visited India last year. They 
said whenever they referred to Chandra Bose in their public 

speeches in India, the audience reacted with a thunderous 

# 

applause. The Japanese Diet members were puzzled when they 
were asked so many questions about Bose b the people who still 
believe Bose is alive. It is even said that a Japanese visitor 
was beaten up by infuriated Bengalese youths when he casually 
told them Bose is already dead. 

Three Reasons w]xy Indians Believe that Bose is still alive 

Regarding the undying belief among Indian people that 
Bose is alive, we may think of three background reasons. 

The first is that the circumstances commonly given as 
relating to his death and the burrial of his ashes at a temple 
in Tokyo (Renkoji Temple) , still fail to convince many of Indians 
due to some ambiguities. AaM. Nair an Indian resident in Tokyo 
is one of those who are sceptical about his death* story. He 
points that stories given as eye-witnessess ' accounts are not 
identical* It is thought strange that Col. Habi-Brahman, Bose's 
aide, boarding in the same plane with Bose sustained only minor 
injuries on his hands. It is also said t’ ‘ 



try to identify the face of the burned body o?T3ose^removing 
the white sheet which covered the body. His activities after 
returning home invited some suspicion?. It is also said that 
he did not show the body of Bose to Deputy Commander Ayres who 
came to Taipeh on the following day of the accident. And it 
was also felt strange that no evidence of Bose's personal 
properties believedly existed was preserved. 

According t o%? generally circulated story, the ashes and 
the jewels were passed on in the following manner. The ashes 


as well at the suit cases containing jewels handed over to Major 
Kinoshita of the General Headquarters by Lt . Col. Sakai and 


Lieut, Hayashida who flew to Japan. These were again passed 
on to Lt. Col. Morio Takakura, chief of the 8th Section, 2nd 
Department, General Headquarters. It was September 7. On the 
following day or September 8, 1945, that these were personally 
handed over to Hurt! and two other Indians. Marti was the 
leader of the Tokyo Chapter of the Indian Independence League 
in J pan atnd at that time. But trouble is that there is no 
material evidence to show this and no receipts to confirm the 
dates of deliveries. 

Murti brothers later bought two sedans and were seen 
riding about in them, seemingly leading quite a luxurious life. 
Later they were caught for illegal dealings in U.3. dollars. 

They are now back in India. In order to probe into the missing 
jewels, interogation of Murti would be absolutely required. 

In this connexion Lt. Col. Takakura admits, "We thought we had 
taken best measures in our power in those turbulant days 
following the suicides^one by one of Army leaders, but since 
things have now turned out like this, it may be said that we 
should have been more careful." (Hippon Times, Jan. 8) 

There exist no photographic records, receipts or any others 
material evidences regarding these circumstances. 

Bose makes Nehru Busy 

The second reason xtfhy the "Bose-alive" story is so 
persistent is ascribed to the deep respect for Bose among Indias. 
For them, Bose is a demi-God. His spectacular exodus from India 
to Berlin and then his dramatic trip from Berlin to Tokyo in 
the World War II and his superior leadership of the Indian 
Independence irmy up against the Anglo-Indian troops on the 
Burmese front firmly caught the minds of Indian masses so strcrgjy 
that they have become to look upon him as a savior of their 
nation^ T i*PB/phey expect *®-'*Sppe ar^«*“ any critical moment of the 
countr „ 


l£8f 
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The third reason is related with the Indian Communist 
Party. The Communists in an attempt to undermine the strong 
popularity of Nehru by hooka and crooks may have strived 
to exploit the popularity of Qhandra Bose and fanned up the 
popular rumour about Bose. 

The landslide victory of a young Communist leader in 
the Calcutta by-election last year defeating Dr. R.3. Pal, 
celebrated jurist of international fame, seemed to have resulted 
because of a story that Dr. P 1 compromised with Nehru in 
pre-election promises. In Calcutta, the native place of Bose, 
the Communist propaganda that Dr. Pal xtttodfekrn betrayed them 
in shaking hands with Nehru worked successfully to upset the 
tyoters support in favour of the young Communist leader.' 

Meantime it may be assumed that there exists dis satisfac- 
tion among the former men and officers of the Indian National 
Army with the "cold treatment" they are receiving under the 
Congress regime and these people may be naturally hoping to 
see Bose again. 

Under these circumstances, it may be possible to think 
that Nehru thought it inadvisable to let the thing go £ it 
stands and has decided to send an inquiry mission to Japan. 

The Air Crash in Taipei Airfield 

Bumming up press reports, the circumstances of the 
accidental death of Bose stand as follows: 

It was August 17, 1945, two days after the Emperor’s 

broadcast announcing capitaaltion of Japan that Chandra Bose 

accompanied by his aide Col. Habi -Brahman left the Saigon 

airport. The pldne was a transport of KG-III type sowed* 1-leer 

from a 97-2 Army heavy bomber. Boarding the plane -'ere Lt. 

Gen. Tsunamasa Yotsuide, who was on transfer from Burma to 

/ 

Manchuria as deputy-chief of staff of the Kwantung Array, Lt. 

Col. Nonogaki (pilot), Lt. Col. Sakai, Major Takahashi, Major 
ICono, Major Takizawa, Lieutenant Arai, Warrant Officer Aoyagi 
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(co-pilot) and four other members of the crew. 

The plane left Tura n (Cochin-China) on the following 
dawn heading for Taipeh. The plane reached Taipeh airfield 
at noon. They took lunch there while the plane was being 
refueled. At 2 P.r. it started for the Gannosu airfield in 
Kyushu. The plane taxied the runway itfithout hitch and took 
to the air. In the matter of 20 seconds or so, the plane lost 
balance and suddenly nose-dived ^nto the ground. The propellor 
on the left wing had gone . The plane was instantly 

entrapped in flames as leaking fuel caught fire. Lt. Gen. 
Yotsuide, Major Takizawa and a non-commissioned officer were 
killed instantly. Others sustaining burning however , managed 
to crawl out of the wreckage. 

Bose suffered serious burning all over his body. He 
was taken to the Army Hospital by an ambulance for first aid 
treatment. About 30 surgeons attended the injured members. AIL 
possible medical treatments administered. 

Surgeon Captxh Yoshimi treated Bose whose hairs were 
all burnt. His face was swollen with burns. There was not 
in iingle spot on this body which was left (jinburned. His 
closes were of course burnt to shreds. It was diagnosed as 
third degree burning. So there was little hope for his survivi. 
Captain Yoshimi announced that Bose might not live beyond that 
midnight. HabSk-l&h eman and Lt. Col. Mono garni were informed 
about the condition of Bose.. Blood transfusions, saline and 
camphor injections, and all possible medical treatments were 
administered in aft desperate effort to save the life of the 
great Indian leader against the hopeless chance of his survival. 
It was 40 minutes past that midnight that the heart of the 
great man ceased to beat , drawing a curtain on the dramatic life 
of the beloved leader of India. 




^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * 


4$ Q hi k*Jr~ a// A/6 


" 2 . 


Bose Claimed 
Alive in China 


AFP 




CALCUTTA, Feb. 23— Subhas 
Chandra Bose, India’s wartime 
anti-allied leader, is alive and is 
forming an “ Asian liberation 
army” wing in Sinkiang Pro 
vince under the protection of 
the Chinese Communist au- 
thorities, one of Mr. Bose’s 
lieutenants stated in Calcutta 
yesterday. 

Mr. Bose’s lieutenant, M. L. 
Thevar, deputy chairman of 
the “Forward Block Party” 
(founded by Mr. Bose) said he 
had met Mr. Bose during a vis- 
it to Burma. 

He said the China-formed 
“Asian Liberation Army” was 
intended to free India from 
“Anglo-American domination.” 
He said he had been in contact 
with Mr. Bose for the last seven 
years. 
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Dear Mr. Dar, 


A Committee of three persons 
appointed by the Government of India to investi- 
gate into the circumstances leading to the death 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose will be visiting 
Japan next month. The Committee will consist of 
Mr. Shah Nawaz Khan, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of Transport and formerly Major- 
General in the Indian National Army, as Chairman) 
Mr. Suresh Chandra Bose, brother of Netaji Bose 
and Mr. S.N. Maitra, I.C.S., Chief Commissioner, 
Andamans, as members. 

> 

The Committee will start 
functioning in Delhi with effect from the 29th 
March, 19E6, and after a brief stay for a week or 
so in pelhi will proceed to Bangkok first, towards 
the end of the first week or beginning of the 
sec md week of April. From there it will go to 
Saigon and then reach Tokyo for completion of its 
investigation. We shall let you know the ite****— 
date of their arrival there as soon as we ar^aware 
of it . 


We shall be grateful if you will 
kindly make necessary arrangements for their acco- 
mmodation at Tokyo and extend all assistance and 
facilities on their arrival there. 

This letter is. intended to give you 
only an advance intimation about their impending 
visit and further communication regarding their 
programme will follow as early as possible. 


Yours sincerely, 





(R.3. Chavan) 


Mr. A.K. Dar, I.F.3., 
First Secretary, 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo . 


♦ 


Copy of letter dated 2nd April, 1956, 
from Shri Suresh C. Bose, 62, Patau<J4,;d . 
House, New Delhi, addressed to the q 

Prime Minister. 



As a member of of ”Netaji Enquiry Committee” , I 
think the following items mentioned in brief among others 
need clarification 

1 . Terms of Reference . The External Affairs 
Department in their letter dated 3* *2.56 to me have 

mentioned ” circumstances of the disappearance of ” 

whereas the same department in their letter dated 

16 - 3-56 to me have stated ” circumstanfes of the 

death of 

2. As regards the manner in which the enquiry would 
oe made, I asked Shri Shah Nawaz Khan yesterday as to 
wnether the enquiry should be open to the public or to 

tne press or to botje or whether it would be held in Camera . 
He replied that all Government of India enquiries are done 
secretly and only reports are made public. 

3 . Whether the i tinerary of the "Enquiry Committee” 
w ill be decided by any party other than the Committee 
itself or by the Committee alone and which may be added, 
omitted or altered in accordance with the requirements 
suggested as the investigation proceeds. 

4. Whether with regard to witnesses , documents, 
papers etc. necessary to be exmained or inspected, the 

procedure mentioned in item No. 3 above will be followed 
or not. 

5. With due respect to Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, I am of 
opinion that as this enquiry is more or less of a judicial 
nature and not appertaining to military matters, his 
position in the Committee as Chairman is not appropriate 
and because he does not appear to be in possession of 

much additional information, which w ould be helpful to the 

Committee regarding the places to be visited by us or 

* 

regarding the subject matter of this enquiry. 

6 . It is considered important by me on behalf of 



the Committee to know whether the name Netaji Subhas 
Chandra was and still is in the list of War Criminals 
drawn up by America and her allies. If his name still 
exists and if they request the Government of India to 
hand hi m over to them, if he be found on Indian soil, 
for being tried as a War Criminal, whether this 
Government will have the option of handing or not handing 
him over to them for the aforesaid purpose. 

7. As I considered this enquiry to be very important 
one and as it will be of great concern to millions of 
persons throughout the world, it requires Mature 
deliberation and sound judgement. As such, it is my 
humble opinion that Dr. Radha Binode Pal be requested 
and persuaded to join the Committee & to leadt it. 


The terms of reference of the Committee are 
to enquire into and to report to the Government of 
India on the circumstances concerning the departure 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from Bangkok about 
th© 16th August, 1945, his alleged death as a result 
of an aircraft accident and subsequent developments 
connected therewith. 





TELEGRAM: 

FROM: 

TO: 


(50) 

WCOMING 


FOREIGN, FiW DEMI. 
IKDEMBASSY, TOKYO. 




C. S. No. 47. 



T>. T. 0. APR 1 % NIL. 
^MiVi , n l i£j T>.T.R. APR 130930. 

I M M E ~P I A T E . 


No. 29317 


Netaji Enquiry Committee would 
require services of one india based Stenographer 
at Tokyo. Request one Embassy Stenographer may be 
released and local man emploved for Emba.ssy work. 
Telegraph concurrence and cost of local recruit 
for one month. 




Arab as sad or 
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C. S. Fo.49 


161 ) 

'^ovJrviiNb 


Q . T. P . „ . i. | 

TSLEGRA M: SECK3T. 

FROM: FOREIGN, DEW DELHI. 

TO: INEEMBASSY, TOKYO. 

D.T.O. APR 161715. 
D.T.R. APR 170930. 

IMMEDIATE. 

Do. 28447 

Addressed Tokyo Ind embassy Bangkok 
Congendia, Saigon. 

D5TAJI SUBHAS BOSS Enquiry Committee 
led by Shri. SHAHNAWAZ KHAD with Shri. S.C. BOSE 
and S.D. MAITRA as members accompanied by 
Shri. R. DAYAL Personal Assistant arriving Bangkok 
27th April at 3 30 a.m. (local time ) by flight 
Do. AI308. Departure Bangkok 30th April 1105 a.m. 
by Flight Do. AF230. Arrival Saigon 1.10 p.m. 

30th April. Departure Saigon 4th May 8 45 a.m. by 
Flight Do. AP 170. Arrival Tokyo 1035 p.m. same 
day. Proposed stay in Tokjro about one month. 

2. Kindly book suitable accommodation 
for Chairman members and Personal Assistant. 

Embassy may kindly lend its staff car for use of 
members if available. Otherwise inexpensive alternative 
arrangements may be made. 

3. Grateful if you could also lend one 
India-based, stenographer and trusted interpreter 
during examination of witnesses. 

4. List of witnesses to be examined will 
be telegraphed shortly. 

5. Congendia Saigon kindly arrange visit 
to Touraine and back on 1st or 3rd May. 



OUT 3'0SNG 
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TELEGRAM : 
FROM: 

TO: 


O.T.P. 

IMDEJJBASSY , TOKYO. 
FOREIGN, HEW DELHI, 




c.s. no.12 



r.T.O. APR 171240. 
P.T.R. APR 171245. 


IMMEDIATE. 


STo. 1") 



Your telegram Ho. 28447 April 16th 
paragraph 3. /For reasons already clarified itt our 
telegram Ho.35 April 16th Hetaji Enquiry Committee 
should bring full complement of stenographers from 
India. RAHMAtl the only Indian in this Embassy who 
can work as Interpreter will be made available to 
Committee. 


Ambassador 

FS 





Subject:- Committee to enquire into the Circumstances 
concerning the disappearance of c hri Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 


I 


Dear Embassy, 




Forwarded herewith 


papers noted on the margin 


1. Question ho. 670 1 

in L-OK SABLA. answered' 
on 12-3-1366 , along ' 
with the Answer. ' 

2. Supplementary Ques-\* 
tion with answers * 
to the above ’ 

question. 1 



t 


please find copies of 
for your information. 


Yours ever, 
Ministry. 


The Embassy of India in 
Japan , I On Y Q » 



G.F. 7/4 


STARRED QUESTION NO. 67 O, 


i * 

LOK SABHA. 

STARRED QUESTION NO. 670 
TO BE ANSWERED OH THE nTH MARCH. I956t 

COMMITTEE TO ENQUIRE INTO THE DEATH OF 

SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

QUESTION 

*No.670 SHRI KAMATH s Will the Prime Minister bo pleased to refer 
to the reply given to Starred Question No, 1 3 oxj the 16th February, 
195^ and states 

(a) whether the composition of the Committee has been finalised 

(b) if so, the names of the Members; and 

(o) when the Committee is expected to proceed on Its mission? 


tv tv tiff ft tf VI ft fl IV 


ANSWER 


SHRI ANIL K. CHANDA. 


D,M. 


(a)(b)&(e). Yes. The Committee is expected to start work about the 
begining of April. Its members are! 

1. Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister for Railways. 

2. Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
elder brother of Shri 
Subhash Chandra Bose, and 

3. Shri S.N. Maitra, I.C.S., 

Chief Commissioner, 

Andamans. 

• 1 




*TAND0N*i003 



S, A A (13-3-56) 6033 

Uncorrected- h ot for Publication. 


PS 

3-4 

v 670 

Shri Ksmath: Has the attention ~>f Government 
been drawn to a suggestion made in the Bengal Press that 
Ur. i-iadha Bincd Pal, former member of the International 
Uilitary Tribunal in Tokyo, should have been invited or 
should be invited by Government to serve on this 
Committee? 

i 

The 1 rime Minister and Minister of External 
Affair? ( Shri Jav/aharlal Kehru> Yeg. We saw that. Ur. 
Hadha Binod Pal is a very eminent person. But in this 
particular instance, it was thought that perhaps it 
would not be suitable for him to &o there for this 
purpose. Apart from this, I believe that he is likely 
to be otherwise engaged. 

Shri Kamathi Is this three-man Committee launching upon 
this inquiry with the conviction or even the presumption 
that kataji is dead? Or has it got an open mind on this 
aspect of the matter? 

Shri Jawaharltl Kehru: Those people who have studied this 
matter are convinced of the fact of the death of IJetaji. 

But that does not mean that mind cannot be 
opened afresh, if necessary. 

Briri Ka maths Will the Committee examine various persons 
who have made statements on this subject in recent weens 
or even earlier in regard to the wherea boats or the 
existence of ketaji, in various parts of Asia? Will the 
the Comrr.lttee also inquire into tjU indentity of the 
person w. L ose photograph was published in the Bengal 
Press some w'eeks ago, a Mongolian delegate? The 


con td — 2 


1*1 


rWr 


( Qu 4 ( 13-3 -5b) 6C34 
Uncorrected- Note for Publication. 



670 Contd 


(. Shri Kama tt -Contd) 


Prime Minister also admitted the resemblance to 
Keta ji. 

And in view of the normal relations with Manga lia 


recently established 


Mr. speaker*, now many questions? 

Shri Kamath; All right. 

fhri Jswahar Lai Nehru: The Comiittee will wor : in 
close conjunction ’with representatives of the 


Japanese Government, and no doubt will draw up its 
own methods of procedure. 1 must s&y that the 
occasional statements that occur in newspapers 
are about as fantastic and as highly imaginative as any 
person can make them, and the story about some picture 
from Outer Mongolia resembling Ketaji- It is not 
for me to say no to anything is, I think, 




like talking about the moon being made of green cheese. 
Shri Kamath: Now that we have happily established 
relations with Outer Mongolia, are we -going to request th 
Government of Mongolia or of China, where the delegate 
was supposed to have gone in 1U52, to co-operate with 
this inquiry? 

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru: How do we co-operate? wlikxtfexs 
I do not quite understand. Do we ask them to search 
all the monasteries in Cuter longolia or in China or 
elsewhere ? What is the basis for it, except that 
somebody says that from the photograph it appears to him 
that there is some resemblance? 


Shri Kamath; This photogra'h was published in the Peking 


worker's Pres- 




alone 



By diplomatic Bag 

se/Jt 
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) ^ Ministry of external affairs 

NEW DELHI. 


NEW DELHI. 


tw 2 5 APR 1356 Wl l®^k April 1956 


Dear Hr. Sen, 

The Netaji Enquiry Committee will be arriving 
in Tokyo on 4th May 1956. They wanted to visit 
Formosa in order to see the various sites (i.e. 


Taihoku, where the plane said to have carried Netaji 


crashed, etc.) and. to examine some witnesses. The 
matter was referred to the Prime Minister and he has 
directed that it would be neither practicable nor 
advisable for them to go to Formosa as we do not 
recognise that? Government and they are likely to 
put obstacles in the way of the Committee and even 
create difficulties and embarrassments. 

2. The Committee are, however, likely to raise the 
issue with you again, and I suggest that, unless you see 
any strong reasons to the contrary, you may dissuade 
them from visiting Formosa. 


Yours sincerely, 



(T.N. Kaul) 


Shri B.R. Sen, I.C.S., 
Ambassador of India in Japan, 
TOKYO. 



I enclose a list of witnesses whom the 
Netaji Enquiry Committee wish to examine during 
the course of their stay in Japan between the 
4th May and 3rd June 1956. They would be grateful 
if you would kindly inform the witnesses and call 
them in batches, according to convenience, on different 
working days. The first 13 have been mentioned in 
the Japanese Governments Report sent to us, while 
the 12 others have been added by the Committee 
themselves. If you wish to suggest any other names 
of persons who might be useful in throwing light on 
the subject, you may kindly inform the Committee 
about them. 


Yours sincerely, 



(T.N. Kaul) 


Shri B.R. Sen, I.C.S. , 
Ambassador of India in Japan, 
TOKYO. 


Enc : 
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Name of witness 


Particulars ^ 


1. Mr. Hachiya 


Ambassador Designate to the Provisional 
Government of Azad Hind 


2. Col. S. Nonagaki 

3. T. Yoshimi 

4. T. Tsuruta 

5. K. Aral 

6. S. Takakura 

7. Shibuya 

8. T. Sakai 

9. M. Kinoshita 

10. K. Sakai 

11. M. Nak a mura 

12. Hasegawa 

13. T. Hayashida 


Who was the Staff Officer Headquarters 
of Air Forces in Java, is one of the 
survivors of the plane crash 

Surgeon who attended Netaji in the 
Japanese Military Hospital,Taihoku 

Army Surgeon, Nam on Hospital, 

Taihoku 

Captain Headquarters Tsu kasha Air 
Corps 


Lt. Col. Staff Officer, Imperial 
Headquarters, Tokyo 

Lt. Col. Staff Officer, Army 
Forces, Formosa 

Lt. Col. Staff Officer, Headquarters 
Army Forces, Burma 

Major, Imperial Headquarters, Tokyo 

Major, Battalion Commander, Taipeh 
Military Airport 

Captain In Charge, Taipeh Military 
Airport 

Sub-Lt. Imperial Headquar ter s , Tokyo 

Sub-Lt. Headquarters, Army Forces 
in Formosa. 


1. Mr. Nakamura 

2. Warrant Officer Nishi 

3. Col. Miyata 

4. Second Lt. Aoyagi 

5. Sergeant Major 

6. Col. Yano 

7. General Isoda 


Was an Interpreter from the Civil 
Govt. Office, Formosa. He had been 
in touch with Netaji on his previous 
visits to Formosa, en route to Japan 

Is said to have taken the Netaji's 
coffin to the Aerodrome at Taihoku 
for transportation to Japan, returned 
and said that the body should be 
cremated. 

Was a Staff Officer of General Ando, 
Commander, Japanese Garrison at 
Formosa. He is said to have brought 
gifts for the deceased in accordance 
with the Japanese custom. 


Pilot of the plane which is alleged 
to have crashed 

Who was Chief of the Second Section, 
Southern Army Headquarters, Saigon. 

He is said to have made certain 
statements before the British regard- 
ing Netaji 1 s intentions. 

Chief of Hikari Kikan 


P.T. 0 
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8. Miss Chenpee Sha 

Formosan nurse who was working in the 
Hospital at Taihoku 

9. Mr. Watanabe 

Who belonged to Hikari Kikan, Bangkok. 

He was an Interpreter 

10. Lt. Hotata 

Assistant Medical Officer who kept in 
Yoshimi at Taihoku, is said to have 
treated Netaji 

11. Capt. Yoshida 

Of Japanese Air Force, probably attached 
to Air Headquarters, Saigon 

12. Capt. Kiano 

of Hikari Kikan. 



FROTf: FOREIGN, NEW RELHI, 


TO: IKDET^BASSY, TOKYO. 

R.T.O. APR 25 NIL. 

R.T.R. APR 260P30. 

I Y Y E R I A T E . 

No. 25146 

Addressed Tokyo repeated Shri. SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 
care Chief Secretary Calcutta. 

Your telegram No. 35 of 16th April. 

Netaji Enquiry Committee authorised to engage 
local stenographer. Kindly secure services of 
one stenographer after committee’s arrival. 

Letter follows. 


<* 


Ambassador 

FS 


TFI^EN' 1 ' m 









H o. 5(1}BG0-I. 





EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 


the 27th April • 1056. 


Subject i- ifstaJi Bubhas Chandra Bose 

S35 Cojaittge^ 

Deer Sr. H&ttorl* 

•f 

With reference to our 

personal discussion of 26th April * I enolose 
herewith in duplicate e list of persons whom 
the C omit tee would like to meet and interrisw 

in connection with the subject enquiry. Xu 

« 

case the Comittee desire to met any other 
person* you will of course be requested for 
the accessary facilities and arrangement a. 

Tours sinsersly* 

fbl 

(A^TDar) 


Mr. Hisaji Hattori* 

Chief of the 4th Section* 
Asian Affairs Bureau* 
Gairausho, ^alrro,. 


4 



Dear Ur. Sen, 


The Delegation appointed to investigate into 
the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bos e will be arriving 
in Tokyo on Hay 2nd. 

Major General Shah Nawaj is in Calcutta now 
taking evidence and I met him. He is anxious to meet 
the Mayor of Taj&peh of Formosa who may be in Tokyo set 
the time as it is likely that he will be attending 
the Asian Mayors Conference which is being held in 
Tokyo between May 2nd & May 12. Major General Shah 
Nawaj has requested me to help him in establishing 
contact with the Mayor of Taipeh and X have written to 
the Managing Director of the Mitsui Steamship Co, to 
try and help him In this connection. He also requires 
an English Steno-Typist who will be able to keep record 
and evidence that j}hey will be taken. I suppose they 
will be contacting' as soon as they arrive and you will 
be able to find out and do all that is possible for 
them. 


With my kindest regards to you and Mrs. Sen. 


Yours sincerely, 



His Excellency B.R. Sen, 
Indian Ambassador to Japan, 
Indian Embassy, 

Tokyo, Japan. 



nr . 
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No. P.71(A)1/Per-C 

GOVERNMENT OP INDIA 
MINISTRY OP EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


NEW DELHI, THE 24thAPRIL, lw56. 

EXPRESS LETTER 

PROMs FOREIGN, NEW DELHI. 

TO: IND EMBASSY, TOKYO. 4 > 

,/ V' , ‘* 

Reference your telegram No. 35, dated 
April 16th regarding India-based stenographer for 
Netajl Enquiry Committee. 

In addition to tne one stenographer being 
taken rrom India, the Committee is being authorised to 
hire sucn local stenographic assistance as may be 
necessary and available. You are, therefore, requested 
kindly to locate a suitable local stenographer for 
engagement by the Committee on arrival. To tne extent 
that the needs of the Committee are not entirely met 
by the India-based stenographer accompanying them 
ana by such local help as may be available, it is 
hoped that the Embassy will give as much assistance 
as possible. 

UNDER SECRETARY. 



(INDER 


/Taihoku, 



V 


SHAH NAWAZ KHAN, 

Chairman, Netaji Enquiry ComnltC&e, 


! ^ 



Indian Embassy, 
Dated* the 11th May'56 




My dear Dar, 

In addition to the list of witnesses already sent 
to you, the Committee would like to examine the following 
witnesses for whom the Japanese Foreign Office may please be 
approached to make them available for examination by the 
Committee : - 


1 0 Mr, Okshita, who was the navigator of the plane 

which is alleged to have been 
crashed at Taihoku. He is one of 
the survivors. 

2 0 Major Kojima, He was a Staff officer at Saigon 

and is said to have made arrange- 
ments for Netaji’ s journey from 
Saigon onwards. 

3. Japanese nurses who were on duty in the Nanmon 
Taiwan Hospital/when Netaji was brought 

there . 


Shri A.K.Dar, 
First Secretary, 
Indian Embassy, 

TOKYO. 


Yours sincerely, 

A, 

(SHAH NAW^Z KHAN) 


No. F.5(l )NGO-I 


May 14, 1956 



ir? 


h 

V 


Dear Mr. Hattorl, 


The Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry 
Commission is anxious to^xamlne the following wit- 
nesses : - 

1. Mr. Okshita, who was the Navigator of the plane 
which Is alleged to have knot crashed at 
Talhoku. He is one of the survivors. 

2. Major Kojlma. He was a Staff Officer at Saigon 
and is said to have made arrangements for 
Netaji's journey from Saigon onwards. 

3. Japanese nurses who were on duty in the Nanmon 
Hospital, Talhoku, Taiwan when Netaji was 
brought there. 


I would be grateful If arrangements could 
kindly be made for the persons above-mentioned to meet 
the Commission. 


Yours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Mr. Hlsajl Hattorl, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 
Aslan Affairs Bureau, 
Galmusho, Tokyo. 



7nr% 


SHAH NAWAZ KHAN, M.P. , 


Chairman, Netaji Enquiry Committee 

tOMAVIQI 

V 


. J 



CONFj^ ffl 


IMLfc 


EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 


Dated the 18th May 1956, 

Dear Shri Sen, 

The Netaji Enquiry Committee has before it some 
evidence that the aeroplane carrying Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
crashed at Taihoku air-field in Taiwan (Formosa) and that his 
body was cremated there. In order to examine Formosan witnesses 
and to visit the alleged place of occurrence, the Committee 
had, before leaving Delhi, enquired about the possibiJity of 
visiting Formosa and had written to Shri Dutt, Foreign 
Secretary, His reply dated 18th Api>il (copy enclosed) was^not 
very favourable. Since then,/'the^Committee / has /, examinea /a' 




would b 


€ very"' 



number of'w^tnesse^ itf'Japarr and^ feel that it 
desirablef^o / ^y / a^visit // tefi?orrnosa / if it is at^all possible',’ 

/ ^ ^ y y x 

The^Japap^s^Foreign Office^ave tjif’en'" helping'' the'^ommittee 
in it^ work-in evejy way 'and it^may^be^^^pre suped/that ,,th<jy''would 
be^hflrlpfu^if a^pdposal for tfje Con^ttee / * / s^isj^ t^Fprmosat^ 
i s ' mad e'/to t, tofo ef'smal' party / ^^erf x b/^^ Ea^to/^i^ 

other's^of' / th«fSFor>ign Of f ice^^his^iatte^ was^broughtT" up* 

Hattori/gave' me thunder stand- that sue tr'a- 


informally 
reque s 

good 



tflf- 'made/to thenu^thay would'^be^w.-* 1 ljI 


made'to them^^thay woula be^wi^Hng^to^use their 

'''offices^ with the^ai'wprt^authoritie'sy The / Commit tee^has^ 
another' 2 "we eks^in^Japan' and would be'^obligecT^if th<r'possibi- 
lity^of^paying a' visit" to'^Formosa'/la 'f ur t he r^exam i ned^t o^e nable 
them'to do'^so^durim 


a' visit" to'^Formosa^/ia'^further" e^cami 

ing^th t/ t ime ^ 

, , „ Yours sincerely, 

Shri B,R, Sen, /? ’ 

Ambassador of India in Japan, // _ 0 . 

Tokyo. ^ 

Enclsl (SHAH NAWAS^KHAN) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 


April 18, 1956, 


Dear Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Will you please refer to your D.O. No. 
PS/56/N of 10th April? As you are aware, we have no diplomatic 
relations with the Formosan Government, nor do we recognise 
them. It is unlikely that they will give any facilities to an 
Enquiry Committee appointed by the Government of India in this 
matter. It is even possible that they would put obstacles in th« 
way of the Committee, and create difficulties and complications 
which would hinder rather than help the work of the Committee. 

In these circumstances, we do not think that it would be 
practicable or advisable for the Committee to go to Formosa. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd.S. Dutt. 

Foreign Secretary. 

Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, 

Chairman, 

Netaji Enquiry Committee, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 


O.T.? 


G.S. No. 44 


TELEGRAM : 
FROM: 

TO: 


No. 44 


the Netaji inquiry Committee states " The Committee 
has examined a number of witnesses in Japan and feel 
that it would he very desirable to pay a visit to 
Formosa if it is at all uossible. The Japanese 
Foreign Office have been helming the Committee in 
its work in everv way and it may he presumed that 
they would he helpful if a. proposal for the T Committee ’ s 
visit to Formosa is made to them. At a small party 
given by Mr. Hattori Chief of the Asian Desk and 
others of the Foreign Office , this matter was brought 
up informally and Mr. Hattori gave me to understand 
that such a request if made to them, they would be 
willing to use their good offices with the Taiwan 
authorities. The Commitee has another 2 weeks in 
Japan and would be obliged if the possibility of 
paying a visit to Formosa is further examined to 
enable them to do so during this time”. The 
position appears to be that the Japanese Government 
will not give anv definite undertaking to move in 
the matter without a definite proposal either from 
the Committee or from the Embassy and neither of us 
can make such a. request without Government approval 
in view of nutt’ s letter to the Committee dated 
April 12th. I have today explained to the Committee 
the further deterioration in the relations between 
India end Formosa, over Formosa’s disruption of 
diplomatic relations with Egyot but feel that if 
this approach by the Committee is peremptorily 
dismissed the Committee will have a grievance which 
may make their whole report infructuous in the eyes 
of some sections of our people. In my view therefore 
the Committee should be permitted to approach the 
Japanese Government for their good offices in the 
matter even if Embassy keens out of it. 

Please olace this before Prime Minister. 





\M0 




SECRET. 


OUTGOING 


INPE MBAS SY , T OKYO. 
FOREIGN, NSW "DELHI. 


B.T.O. MAY 191730. 
P.T.R. MAY 191740. 


I M M ED I A T E . 


TJTT from SEN. ™ 

y v 

In a confidential letter to m.e today 


Ambassad or 
FS 


SFCRFT 


SHAH NAWAZ KHAN, M.P., ( v |t> J 1 : 

Chairman, Netaji Enquiry Committee, 

No. PS/56/NEC • 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

Dated the 23rd May 1956 0 


My dear Dar, 

In addition to the list of witnesses already sent to you, 
we would like to examine the following, for whom the Japanese 
Foreign Office may please be approached to make them available 
for examination by the Committee: - 

(1) Lt. General Isayama, Chief of General Staff, 

Formosa Army x in 1945 „ 

(2) Buddhist Priest at Taihoku who is reported to have 
'cv\35v»*S^& held the funeral ceremony Toff. 'Wstaji Subhas Chandra 

Bose at Taihoku in August 1945. 



(3) Kazuo Mitsui (Address: No. 15, Nishihata-cho, 
Wakamatsu City, Fukuoka-Ken) , a sold^E 
Taihoku in August 1945, who claims to^pey^resent 
at the time ofJ^eatlaTrof Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose# 

From the evidence of Dr. Yoshimi, names of the Japanese nurses 


which were not available to us when I wrote to you on the 


11th May, are now available. These are:- 

(4) Nakano, Ohama,Tomimoto and Nishimoto, 

These names may kindly be communicated to the 


Japanese Foreign Office for tracing them. 


Yours sincerely, 


(SHAH NAWAZ KHAN) 


Shri A.K. Dar, 
First Secretary, 
Indian Embassy, 
i'okvo. 


F.5Cl)NG0-I 


May 23, 


6 


Dear Mr, Hattori, 

In addition to the lists of witnesses sent 
to you previously the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry 
Commission is anxious to secure evidence from the following 
persons also s- 

1, Lt. General Isayama, Chief of General Staff, 

Formosa Army in 1945, 

2, Buddhist Priest at Taihoku who is reported to 
have conducted the funeral ceremony for Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose at Taihoku in August, 1945, 

3, Kazuo Mitsui (Address! No, 15, Nishihata-cho, 
Wakamatsu City, Fukuoka-ken) , a soldier at 
Taihoku in August 1945, who claims to have been 
present at the time of the reported death of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 

As item (3) in my letter of May 14th we have 
requested for the attendance of Japanese nurses who were 
on duty in the Nanmon Hospital, Taihoku, Taiwan when Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose was reportedly brought there. Dr. 
Yoshimi has now informed the Committee of the names of these 
nurses. The names as given are 

(a) Nakano, 

(b) Ohama, 

(c) Tomimoto, and 

(d) Nishimoto, 

I would be grateful if you could kindlyfnake 
arrangements for the persons listed above to meet the 
Commission at mutual convenience. 

Yours sincerely, 

( A.K.Dar ) 

Mr, Hisaji Hattori, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 

Aslan Affairs Bureau, 

Gaimusho, Tokyo, 


I 


TEIEGRAM: 

FROM: 

TO: 


No. 28407 


’fetter has been placed before Prime Minister. 

We had made it clear to Committee in Delhi that 
it would not be nracticsble or advisable for them 
to visit Formosa. The only possible advantage of 
going there might have been to see entries in 
hospital registers. At that time the hospital was 
run by the Japanese and all the Japanese must 
have come away. There can be no first hand evidence 
available there. It is conceivable however that 
some entries in the hospital registers might 
give some further information. We would like you 
to suggest to the Committee that you may on their 
behalf request the Japanese Governm nt to ask their 
Ambassador in Formosa to b e g jr o o d enought to see 
the hos ital entries and t rocum ewt certified copies. 
At the Committee’s request we had approached 
U.1'7. High Commission here to get this information 
for us but have not had a reply yet. The Japanese 
Ambassador in Formosa wfcould be in a better position 
to handle this matter than the British who have only 
a Consul. 

2. We have considered the matter again 

and are not in favour of the Committee visit to 
Formosa. Japans good offices may enable Committee 
to land there but it is unlikely that the Formosan 
Government will give any facilities. In fact that iC-j 
may put obstacles and suggest degrading conditions. 
Apart to this politically this v/ill be veiy 
embarrassing for us and might lead to complicating 
^situations. If the Committee feels that there 
•may be some public criticism here later they are 
at libertv to state if . necessary that the "Ministry 
of External Affairs advised them against a visit 
■ to Formosa.. 



FOREIGN, NEW DELHI. 
IFPEMBASSY, TOKYO. 


C.S. No. 65. 



T). T, 0. MAY 221400, 
~.T.R. ’1AY 230°30 , 


I v m E r» j A f " 


Ambassador from EAUL.^/ 

Your telegram No. 44 of 10th Mby. 


Anbassad or 
FS 


SECRET 

• 


F.5(1)NG0-I 


I^f6 


To 




The Chairman, 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry Committee , 
Tokyo. 


Dear Sir, 

y *^p ' * * 

With reference to your letter of the 18th May, 

1956, to Ambassador Sen regarding the visit of the Committee 
to Formosa, I am desired to say that the contents of your 
letter were conveyed to the Government of India with the 
request that the matter may be placed before the Prime Minister. 
The Ministry of External Affairs have replied vide their 
telegram of May 22nd that as had already been mentioned to 
the Commission at Delhi it would neither be advisable nor 
practicable to visit Formosa. The Ministry of External 
Affairs have added that the hospital concerned in Formosa 
was being run by the Japanese all of whom would have left 
Formosa by now and no first hand evidence would be available 
in Formosa under the circumstances. The Ministry of External 
Affairs feel, however, that there might be entries in hospital 
registers at Formosa which would be relevant and these may 
be obtained through the Japanese Government by arranging for 
the Japanese Ambassador in Formosa to make certified copies 
of the entries andfcsend them to this Embassy for handing over 
to the Commission. % 


K • * 

2. The Ministry of External feel strongly that any 

attempt to visit Formosa may well turn out to be embarrassing 
all round and lead to frustrating complications without any 
^advantage for the Commission. j’Under the circumstances I am 
to request for advice of the further action desired in the 
matter of securing authenticated copies of the entries in 
Jhe hospital registers at Formosa., 


3. This letter has been written in the absence of the 

Ambassador and if the Commission so desire confirmation of 
the above reply from the Ministry of External Affaii^.Ban be 
secured when the Ambassador returns to Tokyo. 


Yours faithfully, 


RV&v- 

( A.K.Dar ) 
First Secretary 



A.* 



FROM: 


POKE IGF, MEW PELHI. 


T 0 : INPET'tBASSY , T 01 TO. 

D.T.O. ’TAY 241330. 
ts.T.R. mY 250930. 

I r T p ^ I A 7 E . 

Mo. 28409 

Amb gssedor from PAUL . 

Reference my telegram Mo. 28407 of 
22nd ' T sy. IT. 19. High Commission have just informed 
us that their Consul in Taipeh has telegraphed 
that Formosa authorities are willing to allow lee 
5 Chinese whose names were given by Committee to 
be examined by British Consul in the presence 
of Formosa officials. They are however not prepared 
to let them go to Hongkong to appear before our 
•J Committee. British Consul would like to have 
names in Chinese of the witnesses and the 
corresponding giles reference. 



2. He did not mention anything about 

the entries in the crematorium register and is 
being reminded about it. 


■* 3. Formosa authorities' refusal to 

Gp. Corrupt. allo T witnesses to go to Hongkonfhis significant. 

Govern } By Change.lt is possible that they may possess their 
vtone 1 witnesses and make them give wrong statements v/hich 

may onl'"- complicate the work of the Committee. 


I 



Our opinion therefore that Committee should not 
visit Formosa is confirmed. Please consult and 
ask them whether they would still like British 
Consul in Formosa to examine Chinese witnesses. 
Our advice would be that you should wait till 
you/ hear from the Japanese authorities in 
response to your approach. 


Amb n s sad or jc^ppTY 

FS 



I I 




F.5(1)NG0-I 


Ma! 


6 


To 


The Chairman, 

Netaji Enquiry Committee 
Tokyo. 


Dear Sir 



/ In continuation of my letter No. F.5(1)NG0-I dated 
the 24th May, 1956, I am desired to inform you on the authority 
of telegraphic advice received vide telegram dated May 24th 
from the Ministry of External Affairs that in response to the 
request from the Government of India to the authorities in 
Formosa, through the U.K. Government, to allow five Chinese, 
whose names were furnished by the Commission, to proceed to 
Hong Kong for giving evidence to the Commission; the Formosa 
authorities have replied that they are not willing to allow 
the persons to leave Formosa but would be willing to allow these 
Chinese to give evidence to the British Consul at Formosa in 
the presence of Formosan officials. In case the Commission 
would like to obtain the statements of the Chinese in Formosa 
in the above manner I am to request for the full names in 
Chinese of the witnesses concerned. 

2. I am to say further that the Government of India 
have not heard as yet from the U.K. authorities about the 
entries in the crematorium registers and the British Consul at 
Formosa is being reminded in the matter. 

3. The Government of India feel, I am to add, that 
this attitude of the Formosa authorities in refusing the 
Chinese witnesses to give evidence to the Commission directly 
at Hong Kong is indicative of what may be expected. However, 
if the Commission would like the British Consul at Formosa 

to record the evidence of the relevant witnesses under the 
conditions stipulated by the Formosa authorities the Government 
of India would consider arranging for the same. The Government 
feel, nevertheless, that the Committee may consider it 
desirable to defer this matter until after some indication 
is available of the attitude of the Formosa authorities to 
the suggestion of Government conveyed in my previous letter 
of May 25th that the Japanese Ambassador efe Formosa be asked 
to obtain certified copies of the entries in the hospital 
registers for transmission to the Commission. I would, 
under the circumstances, be grateful for advice of the decision 
arrived at by the Commission on paragraph 2 of my letter of 
May 25th enquiring whether the Embassy should now approach 
the Gaimusho formally for securing through the Japanese 
Ambassador atfe Formosa authenticated copies of the entries 
in the hospital registers at Formosa. 


Yours faithfully, 




( A.K.Dar ) 
First Secretary 


F.5(1)NG0-I 
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May 28, 


To 


The Chairman, 

Netaji Enquiry Committee, 
Tokyo. 

Dear Sir, 


v\ u 


I am desired to say that the Ambassador has on 

return to Tokyo confirmed the contents of my two letters 

✓ 

both bearing reference No. F.5(1)NG0-I and dated May 25th 




and 26th, 1956, respectively with the following modification. 
Paragraph 2 of my letter of May the 25th, 1956, may 
kindly be cancelled and substituted by a fresh paragraph 
2 as given below : - 


"The Ministry of External Affairs feel after 
reconsideration of the matter that they would 
not be in favour of the Commission visiting 
Formosa. The Ministry of External Affairs 
feel that even if the good offices of Japan 
enable the Commission to proceed to Formosa 
it is not likely that the Formosan Govern- 
ment would extend any facilities and in fact 
they may well put obstacles in the way and 
stipulate degrading conditions. The Ministry 
feel further that it would be politically 
embarrassing and might lead to complicating 
situations. The Ministry advise that if the 
Commission feels that there would be public 
criticism later the Commission is at liberty 
to say, if necessary, that the Ministry of 
External Affairs advised against a visit to 
Formosa. Under the circumstances I am to 
request for advice of the further action 
desired in the matter of securing authenticated 
copies of the entries in the hospital registers 
at Formosa." 


Yours faithfully, 



( A.K.Dar ) 
First Secretary 





SHAH NAWAZ KHAN, M.P. , IM\ CfrgTj 
Chairman, Netajl Enquiry Committee, 

• • • 

EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 

Tokyo, Dt. the 26th May’560 

Dear Shri Dar, 

I am given to understand that one Col. Figges 
was deputed "by the British Government soon after the end 
of the last war to go to Formosa and make certain enquiries 
relating to the alleged plane crash in which Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose was involved. I believe Col. Figges is now 
posted in Tokyo as Military Secretary in the British 
F,mbassy. The Committee would very much like to meet him 
and record his evidence. The Committee appreciates that 
without the permission from his own Government, it would 
not be possible for Col. Figges to appear before the 
Committee. I would, therefore, request you to take 
necessary steps for securing permission for Col. Figges 
from his ftwn Government to appear before the Committee. 

Yours faithfully, 

_ (SHAH NAWA'Z KHAN) 

Shri A.K. Dar'j , 

First Secretary, 

Indian Embassy, 

.Xokyo.a 





C (^VV *J\r^ 

*Wi 







Our Committee has seen the two letters 
from Dar (Bos. F5(l)UG0-I, dated the 25th and 25th of 
May 1956), regarding the evidence in Formosa. It is 
noted, that the Government cf India are not in favour of 
the Committee paying a visit to Formosa. It is also 
noted that the authorities in Formosa, are not \\rilling 
to allow the evidence of Formosan witnesses to he 
recorded outside that Island. In the circumstances, the 
Committee has no option hut to agree to the only method 
by which evidence of Formosan witnesses is likely to 
be obtained. Arrangements may please be made to have 
the statements of Formosan witnesses recorded, as suggested, 
by the British Consul General and make them available to 
the Committee either during their return to India, Care 
of the Ministry ofExternal Affairs. In this connection, 
it is suggested that a hint, if there is no objection, 
may be given to the British Consul in Formosa that while 
a Chinese official might be present during examination 
of Formosan witnesses by the Consul, the latter would no 
doubt make sure that the witnesses speak their mind openly. 
It would be appreciated if 4 copies of the statement in 
English, duly authenticated by the British Consul, are 
forwarded to this Committee. 


We have been asked to sunply Chinese names 


in full of the Formosan witnesses. We have only got the 
names through non-Chinese sources and can give them as we 
have received. The names of the Formosan witnesses together 
with some indication of the points on which they might 
rive evidence, are given in the attached note. 

As for the entries in the hospital and 
crematorium registers, it is a matter of convenience 
whether they are obtained through the British Consul or 





r 


®Tf$e> 

the Japanese Ambassador in Formosa. The Committee would 
have no objection tof the latter channel is used. 

The papers concerned are three : - 

1. The doctor’s report regarding the alleged 
death, of Mr. Subhas Chandra Sose at Hannon Military 
Hospital Taihoku (Taipeh) on or about the 18th August, 1945. 

2. The police report on the sane subject. 

3. The cremation permit issued by the Bureau 
of Health and Hygiene, Taihoku (Taipeh) on or about the 
20th of August, 1945. 

It may please be ascertained whether such records 
are available. If they are, it is requested that relevant 
extracts made from them on proper authentication and four 
copies of the same together with certified English translati 
nay kindly be made available to the Committee. 

Yours sincerely, 

Sdjfl- SHAH NAWAZ KHAN 


Shri. B.R. Sen, 

Ambassador for India in Japan, 
Tokyo. 


Enel : 1 


points for the British Consul in Taiwan. 


The Government of India, have appointed a Committee to 

enquire into the alleged death of Uetaji Subhas Chandra 

Bose, with the following terms of reference:- 

5 " To enquire into and to report to the 

Government of Indie on the circumstances 
concerning the departure of Hetaji Subhss 
I Chandra Bose from Bangkok about the loth 
l August 1945, his alleged death as a result 
') of an aircraft accident and subsequent 
developments connected therewith." 

Some witnesses have deposed to the Committee 

that Hr. Bose met with an air accident at Taihoku (Taipeh) 

airfield on the 18th August, 1945, and that he was admitted 

to the Nanmon Military Hospital where he is sa.id to have 

expired the same night. It is said that his body was 

cremated at Taihoku Citjr crematorium on the 20th August. 

There are some witnesses in Formosa, who may be able to give 

evidence on the following noints. Their names as obtained 

from Indian sources ore given below and may not be wholly 

accurate. It is also regretted that their present addresses 

are not known to the Committee. In tracing these witnesses, 

it might be of advantage to contact the following gentlemen 

noted* on the margin* 

*Mr. Huang, 

Supdt. of Police, 

Taipeh 

Mr. S.P.' Chun, Secy. 

^ o the Commissioner 
o' Police, Formosa. 

Mr. Chung Tung-kai, 

Oil ice of the Governor 
General of Formosa. 


This witness is said to have been 


1. Burse Tsan Pi Sha (nurse in Hannon 

Military Hospital, Taihoku (Taipeh) in 
August, 1945. 

This witness might testify 
regarding the entry of Hr. Bose and his 
Adjutant, Col. Kabibur Rehman, into the 
Uanraon Military Hospital, their treatment 
there, the last hours of Hr. Bose, his 
death, keeping the body in the hospital a: 
its removal later on. 

2. Miss Chu Chow Tse , nurse llanmon 

Military Hospital. 



4 


on leave during that time but might have 
heard of the story. 


Tr. Ken King-yen , Present, Bureau of Health of Hygiene, 
Taihoku (Taipeh) in August 1945. 

This witness flight give evidence regarding 
’maintenance of record in the Bureau, particularly of the 
certificate for the alleged cremation of Mr. Bose's body, 
and 5. Hr . Li Chin Eui and Mr. Tan Chi Oh, Clerks in the 
Bureau of Health and Hygience, Taihoku (Taipeh) in 
August 1945. 

These witnesses are said to have issued a 
certificate of cremation in respect of the body of 
Mr. Bose after reading the relevant medical reports from 
Manmon Military Hospital and Police report regarding, 
the death. They are also said to have seen the body 
which was identified by some Japanese officer. These 
witnesses might testify regarding the certificates, 
namely, the doctor’s certificate and cremation 
certificate. If there be any wrong entries in any one 
or all the certificates, they might be able to five 
reasons for the 3 sme. 

Mr. Chu Tsung, In Charge, Taihoku City Government 
Crematorium. 

This witness may be h) le to testify as to who 
brought the body of Mr. Bose to the crematorium, who 
identified it, how was the actual burning conducted, 
and who took delivery of the ashes. 



No. F.5(1)NGG-I 





May 30, 1956 


Dear Mr. Selby, 

In conf irmation of our telephone conversation 
yesterday, this Is to request for advice of the procedure 
that may be adopted In securing the evidence of Col. 

J.G. Flggess for the Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Enquiry 
Commission, which has been set up by the Government of 
India and Is presently In Japan. As already mentioned to 
you the Commission Is most anxious to ascertain from 
Col. Flggess any information that he may have on the 
subject matter for which the Enquiry Commission has been 
set up by the Government of India. I enclose herewith 
a copy of the terms of reference for this Commission. 


Yours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


R.W. Selby Esquire, 

Counsellor & Head of Chancery, 

British Embassy, 

lokyo. 


Enel: 1 


V 



Dear Mr. Hattori, 

The Netaji Enquiry Commission is anxious to secure 
copies of the entries relating to the treatment etc. of 
Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose at the Nanmon Military Hospital 
Taihoku (Taipeh). In particular the Committee would very 
much like to have copies of the following three papers or 
documents 

(i) The doctor's report regarding the death of Mr. 
Subhas Chandra Bose at Nanmon Military Hospital, 
Taihoku (Taipeh) on or about the I8th August, 1945. 

(ii) The police report, if any, on the same subject. 

(iii) The cremation permit issued by the Bureau of Health 
and Hygiene, Taihoku (Taipeh) on or about the 
20th of August, 1945. 

2, It is not known to this Embassy if the relevant 

hospital registers and the originals of the three documents 
above listed are available but we would be most grateful 
for the good offices of the Gaimusho in kindly securing 
authentic copies of available relevant records. Perhaps 
the securing of the copies may take a little time but the 
Embassy would very much appreciate urgent advice about the 
prospect of getting these copies through the good offices 
of the Government of Japan. 


Yours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Mr. H. Hattori, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 
Asian Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 

Tokyo. 



1 $. 




No. F.5(1)NG0.I 


May 29, 1956 






M 


With reference tp your telegrams Nos. 28407 


of May 22nd, 1956 and 28409 of May 24th, 1956 to the 


m desired to enclose herewith a copy(*^wuf) 



(■or letter wo. "hS/5 6/NEC dated the 29th May, 1956, 
from the Chairman of the Enquiry Commission to the 



or, for your further action. 
Also forwarded are my letters 



of the 25th an 


26th May, 1956, referred to in the letter from the 
Chairman of the Commission. These letters were based 
on your two telegrams cited above. On his return from 
tour the Ambassador wanted some amendment to be made 
to my £irst letter of May 25th. The amendment was 
accordingly made vide my letter of May 28th, 1956, of 
which also a copy is forwarded herewith. Although the 
members of the Commission were shown your telegrams 
it was not considered desirable to hand over the full 
texts of the two telegrams to the Commission. 

We are approaching the Gaimusho to secure 
certified copies of entries in the hospital registers 
through the Japanese Ambassador to Formosa and the 
result will be communicated to you in due course. 


Shri T.N. Kaul, ICS, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi. 


Ends: 


A, 





\ 


Vi*v 


I 


THE GAIMUSHO 





Dear Mr. Par, sv] 

With reference to your letter No. F.5fl)-NG0-1 of May 30, 
1956, requesting for copies of the entries relating to the treat- 
ment etc. of Mr. Subha s Chandra Bose, I wish to inform you that 
the following reply was made by the Chief of Operation Section, 


— 

Repatriation and Relief Bureau, Ministry of Welfare', to cur 
enquiry on this matter: 

"In spite of the thorough investigations made on the 
files of Doctor's Reports, Karte and Death Certificates, 
which had been transfered from the former Talpeh Army Hospital 
to this Bureau for custody, no record on Mr. Subha s Chandra 
Bose as required in the official note from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs could be found out." 

I wish to add that the matter was referred to the Ekbassy 
of Japan in Taipeh also for further investigation. 

Sincerely yours. 



"Tm 



Hisaji Hattori 
Chief of 4th Sect 
Asian Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Mr. A . K . Dar 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 


TELEGRAMS 

PROM: 

TO: 




INCOMING 


FOREIGN, NEW DELHI. 
INDEMBASSY , TOKYO. 



No. 28424 


B.T.O. 

U.T.R. 


IMMEDIATE. 


For Ambassador. 


JUL 031600. 
JUL 040930. 


Reference our telegram No.28407 
of 22nd May. As Enquiry Committee is about to 
conclude its report grateful if you would kindly 
enquire from Japanese Government whether they have 
received any report from their Ambassador in 
Formosa regarding hospital entries and other 
records concerning Netaji. 



Ambassad or 

F,8 



July 4, 1956 


y \ 

Please refer to my letter No. F.5(1)NG0-I 
May 30th, 1956, and your interim reply of June the 
- 14th, 1956, regarding the securing of copies of the 
hospital and crematorium records relating to Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. The Netaji Enquiry Commission is 
most anxious to have the final reply of your Embassy 
at Taipeh. I would accordingly be grateful for urgent 
advice whether it has been possible for your Embassy 
to locate the required records and if authenticated 
copies thereof could be supplied for the Nstaji Enquiry 
Commission and if not, advlee of the present status of 
this matter. 


C0NFp^|£aL 
No. F.5(1)NG0-I 

Dear Mr . Hat tori, 


Yours sincerely. 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Mr. H. Hattori, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 
Aslan Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokyo. 


I 





No.lll T 


Telegram: 

FROM: 

TO: 


0. T. P , 

A 

SECK^. 

PCKEIGN, NEW DELHI. 
INDEMBASSY, TCKYO. 



No. 4652 


D.T.O. JUL. 12 NIL. 
D.T.R. JTJL. 130930. 


IMMED I A T E . 


DAR. 


MAITRA NETAJI Enquiry Conmittee to 


FrV 

N e ur our report obliged if four 
copies each post card size photograph fallowing 
gentlemen obtained and sent earliest. 


1. T. HACHIYA 370 Merounouchi Building* 

2. Reverend MOCHIZUKI, Renkoji Temple and 


3. Lt. Col. T. SAKAI address known to 
Gaimusho. 


Ambassador 


No. F.5(1)NG0-I 



Dear Hr. Iwama 


July 16, 1956 


In confirmation of my telephonic request 


of the 14th July, 1956, this is to advise that the 
Netajl Enquiry Committee has asked for six post-card 
size photographs of the following persons who had 
given evidence before the Enquiry Committee * - 


1. Hr. T. Hachiya, formerly Minister of 
Japan to the Azad Hind Government. 

2. Former Lt.Col. T. Sakai of Army 
Headquarters Burma. 

3. Rev. Mochlzukl, Chief Priest of the 
Renkojl Temple. 

Zt seems that the Enquiry Committee did 


not secure the photographs of these gentlemen initially 
and the Committee is most anxious to have them now. 

I would km accordingly he grateful for your good 
offices in kindly arranging for these photographs 
and having them sent to this Embassy along with the 
bill of cost. 


Yours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Mr. T. Ivama, 

Aslan Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Government of Japan, 

Tokyo. 



Dear Hr. Dar, • ujjA*' 

With reference to your letter ho. F.5(l)NG0-I of 


July 16, 1956, addressed to Mr. Iwarna, I enclose herewith 
six copies each of photographs of Messrs. Hachiya, Sakai 
and Mochizuki. 


Yours sincerely, 


Hr. A. S. Dar 
First Secretary 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 



Hisaji 

Chief Section 

Asian Affairs bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


N.B. Bill of cost claimed by Mr. S. Mat subs, of this Section 
is attsched herewith enclosed. 

owl 












* 


BLJM-MIL 

BY BAG 



No. F.5(1)NG0-I July 24, 1966 

f 

My dear Mr. Maitra, 

With reference to your telegram No. 4652 
of July 12th, 1956, I am sending herewith by air mail 
three photographs each of Mr. Hachlya, Rev. Mochlzuki 
and Col. T. Sakai which were received through the 
Gaimusho only this afternoon. To allow for any 
losses occurring in the postal system three additional 
copies of each will be sent by the next bag to Delhi. 
With kindest regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Shrl S.N. Maltra, ICS, 
Secretary, 

Netaji Enquiry Committee, 
New Delhi. 


Ends: 




No. F.5(1)NG0-I 


July 25, 


1956 


My dear 


I enclose herewith letter dated the 11th 
July, 1956, from Mr. Sankaysu Kobayashl In original 
In the Japanese language. Alsq attached Is an 
English translation of the letter which has been 
made at the Embassy. After going through the letter 
I feel that Mr. Kobayashl Is completely confused 
and Is mixing up Rashbeharl Bose with Subhas Chandra 
Bose as It was Rashbeharl Bose who had married Into 
the Soma family In Japan. 

2. I would suggest that if you agree the 

disability certificate In Japanese marked "A" in red 
pencil might be returned to Mr . Kobayashl as It 
would perhaps bo useful to him. 


With kindest regards, 


Yours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Shrl Shahnawaz Khan, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Railways, 

New Delhi. 


Ends: 


r 


V 





) 


To; Mr Shar Nowaz K han, 

Chairman of the Netaji Investigation Comittee 
c/o The Embassy of India in Japan, 

From; Sankatsu Kobayashi 

No. 42, Maino Ipponsugi, Ochiai 
Yamato -cho, Kurokawa-gun, 

Miyagi-Ken. 

Dear Sir; 

Thank you -very much for your letter of 25 May 1956. 

Since I am 65 years of age, * have . forgotten most of the things 

happend in those days, but x write to you again as below whatever 

• • 

I have recollected: 

From newspapers and magazines, I had understood that 
Mahatma Gandhi conducted non-violence movement against the British 
while great poet Tagore quietly strived for independence through 
his poems and that Indian nation were united in patriorism enduring 
all the difficulties with a beam of hope in their mind. 

I first met him secretly to be his guide, at the Instruction 
of Mr. Ohno, at °hinjuku station in 1933 if I remember it correctly 

m 

v 

and parted from him at Koenji station after a pretty long time. 

His secret house might have been located at 3rchome, Koenji, Tokyo 

and we met each other at certain places as he came like a wind. 

I was often asked by military policemen** who he was and I had to 

move my car to other places to meet him. Once, he visited a 

western style house at Yoyogi parade ground and came back after an 

• / 
came out looking a little nervous after half an hour. I thought 

he met Mr. Seigo Nakano then. On the other hand, he looked very 

cheerful after he visited Mr. Mi$suru Tohyama at Tokiwamatsu in 

Shibuya. 

As I wrote to you in my previous letter, he married a daughter 
of Mr Aizo Soma and Mrs, Kokko Soma who were running a fruit shop 
at Shlnjuku. Mr. Soma is of Sendai origin but his fcouse is not 
in the city at present. There were many Mr. Bose at that time 
They Include Mr. Chnaselor Bose, °hibashi Chandra Bose and Subas 
Chandra Bose (spelled Phonetically), and I did not know who was tte 



real Mr. Bose 


A newspaper played up the information furnish by me 
surrounding the deatSh of Mr. Bose. I told many newsmen and former 

soldiers who came to ask me about matter that t did not write you 

J / 

anything which might be against the interests of Japanese nation. 

/ s i 

As >o the jewels in question, putting all accounts together, 
it seems they were full of a bag lOx 8x5 inches instead of one 
oil can, I heard that his plane arrived at Taihoku Aerodrome from 

; J ' 1 ; Vs 

f\ / \ '' • 

Berma via Bangkok and Saigon. It is reported that the jewels were 

brought by him secretly at that time. I know all the names of per- 

. 1 * 

sons who were there' to meet him as well as his co*passengers in the 

si v J1 ■ • , • 

fighter plane heading for Japan. No sooner the plane flew up 

[ j r 

several hundred meters than it clashed on the ground. I presume 

his adjutant Mr. Brahman did not suffer serious injuries. 

I heard something artificial had heen hidden in the plane. 

There is a rumour >tliat the jewels were handed over by a certain 

■ • ii * 

person, whoee name is clearly known, to* members of the General 

•- ■ i 

Staff Office. They were sent to Tokyo. In Mlyagi Prefecture, 

f i v 

there is 5000 Unit at Ojoji and the rest is being kept in the safe 
/ \ ‘ 
of Miyagi Prefectural Government. 

% 

In this connection, people in my locality are speaking ill of 
me saying "Mr. Kobayashi may be making a living by sellihg the 
jewels in question which he divided with his old friends." 

I have got my wife and two boys of 9 and 14 years of age respective 
ly. Since I was injured at my right hand, I am receiving liveli- 
hood guarantee money for the disabled. I hope you will understand 
that I am really disabled from the enclosed ” Certificate for the 
disabled persons." It was my ope in ion that the military car was 
sent to Sendai on the ground that the city was Mr. A izo Soma's 1 
native place. People say that the jewels kept in the safe of Miyag 
Prefectural Government have been removed by American soldier^Major 
who is imprisoned in the United States now. 


/ 





I shall be grate ful for your kind reply to my following 
questions; 

1. Is Mr Chandra Bose for whom I served as a guide 
real one? 

2. Or, did he never visit Japan and was he killed of an 
•xplosion at the Matsuyama aerodrome? 

As for me, I feel, like dreaming. His funeral service was held by 
the Imperial Headquarters and the highest rank was given by a temple 
of Nichireri sect at Koenji to the departed soul. 

I shall geve you more information at your request. 

11th July, 1956 

# 

Faithfully yours, 


SANK AYS U K OBAYASHI 


Translation of a newspaper cutting (name of paper not known) 


PERSON KILLED IN PLANE CRASH WAS SUBSTITUTE 

According to Mr- Sankatsu Kobayashi who served for 
Mr. Chandra Bose as his guide, %. Bose married a daughter 
of the owner of Nakamuraya Bakery at Shlnjuku, Tokyo, having 
two children at the time of his death. During the war, there 
was a rumour that Mr. Dose was living in Niigata Prefecture, 
but Mr. Bose had been substituted by one named U Nu according 
to Mr. Kobayashi. The ashes of Mr. Bose who was killed in a 
plane accident at the Taihoku Aerodrome was sent to the Imperial 
Headquarters and buried in a grave at the Renkoji Temple by 
the members of the India Independence League. However, Mr. 
Kobayashi says that it was not Mr. Bose who was killed in the 
plane accident because he proceeded to Burma with his two 
children and died there under the pressure of the suthorities. 
Mr. Kobayashi wanted to visit the Netaji Inquiry Committee but 
he wrote to them as he was very busy, and received a letter of 
thanks from the committee. 

Mr Kobayashi says:- 

• M I served for Mr. Bose at the request of Mr. Bamboku Ohnc's 
younger brother, I heard something about the disposal of the 
fund for Indian Independence and jewels, but I do not know the 
details. Since Mr. Bose's life was in danger, they made three 
"Bose", and the real Mr. Bose had been staying in A okyo. 

I have got an information that he died in Burma after the last 
was, net in Taihoku of Formosa. 




CERTIFICATE FOR REDUCTION OF PASSENGER'S 
FARES FOR DISABLED PERSONS. 

(Good for only one person) 

From station to station 

A.ddress: 42, Maino Ipponsugi Ochiai, Yamato-cho 
Kurokawa-gun. 

Name: Sankatsm Kobayashi. 

Class & 

Rate of reduction: 

3rd class. , 50 % reduction. 


Issued on the 31st January, 1956 


Sd/ 

(Kenzo Fukushi) 


Chief, ^ 

Miyagi Kurokawa Branch 
Mlyagl Prefectur3l Govt. 


No. F.5UJNG0-I 


July 25, 1956 


Dear Mr. Kaul 



With reference to your telegram No. 28424 
of July 3rd, 1956, I enclose herewith a self-explanatory 
letter dated the 24tn July, 1956, together with its 
enclosures as received today from the Gaimusho official 
incharge of Indian Affairs. Mention in this letter 
of Mr. Dar’s letter relates to my original request 
to the Gaimusho for supplying the material that had 
been asked by you. 

2. The Gaimusho have mentioned verbally in 

addition that they have been unable to trace any 
further records whether in their custody or in 
Formosa. 


With kindest regards, 


Yours sincerely 




( A.K.Dar ) 


Shri T.N. Kaul, ICS, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 


Ends: 


THE GAIMUSHO 


I 70 



July 24, 1956 


Dear Mr. Dar 



With reference to your letter No. 


F.5(1)NG0-I 




of May 30th, 1956, and my letter dated June 14th, 

1956, I wish to inform you that the following 
reply has been received from Mr. K. Horiuchi, 

Ambassador of Japan at Taipei, to our enquiry made 
on this matter: 

1. "Doctor's Report" and "Police Report" as 
mentioned in Mr. Dar's letter could not be 
traced at Taipei in spite of all efforts. 

2. As to "Cremation Permit" a certified copy 
of the original document on cremation permit 
which is heldby the Bureau of Health and Hygiene 
Taipei Municipal Office, could be obtained. 

The document mentions the name of ICHIRO OKURA 
as the deceased and that of TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI 
as the applicant. Since the death of Mr. 

Suhhas Chandra Bose was kept strictly confidential 
at that time, it is believed that this 
cremation permit on ICHIRO OKURA must correspond 
to the case for late Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Therefore, I wish to enclose herewith the 

above-mentioned copy of "Cremation Permit" together 

with its translation in English. 




Yours sincerely, 


Sd/- Hisaji Hattori 


Chief of 4th Section 
Asian Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Mr. A.K.Dar , 
First Secretary, 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo. 


1 


\ 


) 


* 




No. Name of 
Disease 


Date of Death Place of Burial Occupation Sex 

Date of Permission & Cremation. 

Date of Cremation 


Permanent Name of 
Domicile Deceased 
Present 
address* 


Date of Ajarll fi fl pt 

Birth 

Address Name 


2640 


2641 Heart 
Attack 


Aug. 19, 1945 
Aug. 21, 1945 
Aug. 22, 1945 


Municipal Non-regular 
Crematory staff mem- 
ber of Army 
Forces. 


Male No.l,2-Chome, Ichiro April 9, Unit Taneyoshi 
Dogenzaka, Okura 1900. No .21123 Yoshlml 
Shibuya-ky, 

Tokyo. 

No.2,3-chome, 

Nogi-machi 
Taipei City 


Examined and authenticated by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


SEAL. 


Sd/- Yasutoru Askhina 
Secretary, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
(Archives Section). 



4 


It is certified that the above statement, abstracted 
from the original document on cremation permit, 
is correct and true. 


July 14, 1956. 

Bureau of Health & Hygiene, 

Taipei Municipal Office. (Sealed) 


No. F.5(1)NG0-I 







July 25, 1956 


Dear Mr. Hat tori, 

This is to acknowledge with thanks 
the receipt of your letter dated the 24th July, 
1956, the contents whereof have been forwarded 
to India. 


Yours sincerely, 



( A.K.Dar ) 


Nr. H. Hattori, 

Chief of the 4th Section, 
Aslan Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Tokyo. 


§*H. Maitra, I.C.S 






My dear Dar, 



(1M 


] 1 > 


D.G. N«. PS/ 56 /SBC. 

Y OF EXT 


V 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 



Dated the 4th August 1956. 



Many thanks ^or your D.O. letter of 24th July 1956 enclosing 

r 

photographs o* Mr. Hachiya as well as o r Rev. Mochi zuki and Col. T. Sakai. 
The ohoto.raohs (hy Air Mail) came just in time for incorporating in 
our report. You will be £|ad to know that the report /as handed over 
to the Prime Minister yesterday. It has been signed by Shri Shah -fewaz Khan 
and myself. 


tfith best regards , 



Yours sincerely, 

l1<wl 



7 


(S.N. MAITRA ) 

Vi- 


Sbri A.K. Dar, 
Pirst Secretary^ 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo. 





v V No.^T^JS(E) 


MINISTRY OF "EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 



My dear Dar, 

.*■ This is to acknowledge, with thanks, 

r.| J 0 "S 

^ the receipt of your D.O. letter No.F.5(l)NGO-I 
dated 25th July 1956 and its enclosures. 

Yours sincerely. 



Cf.N. Kaul) 


Shri A.K. Dar, I.F.S., 
First Secretary, 

Embassy of India in Jaoan, 

mxu- 



f 


UJ£> 


MINISTRY OF EXTERN; 

<T'» NEWD^A 

D.O. No^s/y^ffc *th s«pt«nber?^^1357 



Hr deu Jha, 


V 


wiu/ 



I laeliM for jfiit iifonitiu copy 
•f a representative dated let Jaly, B57, 
addressed ta the Priae Hiaister by tba 
Priest ef tba Baakeji TOapIe regarding the 
ashes ef the late Sabhash Chaadra Base, 


2. I shall be grateful If yea will be 
so good as to acknowledge the Priest** 
letter aad let as hare year coaaMets very 
early aboat the Matter, ds yoa are sure, 
the Prise Hiaister is likely to visit the 
tesiple dariag his tear te Japes. 




July 1* 1*57 

130 ( 2-chome. Koenj i. 

Suginami-ku. Tokyo 
Japan. 

His Excellency. 

Dr. Peajit J^wahar Lai Nehru. 

The Prime Niaister of India* 

New Delhi. India. 

Dear Sir. 

As I stated in ay latter dated November 25. 1*53. I am keeping tho 
ashes of Netsji Sbath Chandra Bose siaglehaaded with a religionist's firm 
belief in so doing. Daring the past 13 years. I have overcome varions 
difficulties to safeguard the ashes and never forgot due services to rest 
tho soul of Netaji. 

As a result of investigations made by a mission which was dispatched 
here by your government in 1*56 to inquire into tho death of the late 
Chandra Bose, the preblem of Neiaji's ashes safely kept in my temple has 
came to attract much public attention both here and abread. and this made 
me more prudent in the safe- keeping and pretection of the ashes. Considering 
the importance of the problem. I am firmly resolved te protect the ashes 
against any developments to maiataia the dignity of Netaji 's soul and to 
safeguard his ashes. 

Ia January. 1*54. a man yon appointed can to ay temple and read 
your letter to me. At that time. I expressed ay desire te get the 
contribution of a sublime box to contain the ashes. He promised me to 
transmit it to you. but I am sorry te say that it has not yet been real ins . 

Now. I hope you will allow me te iafora yea the folk 
points, on which if you kindly let me know your intentions. 1 
greatly obliged. 

1. August IB of this year is the 13th anniversary of Netaji 's death. 
Since it is the most important event for ay temple. I m planning te hold 
a solemn memorial service with the support of the Japanese Foreign Office 
Indian Embassy in Japan. Tokye Metropolitan G over one at and various other 
erganisations eonceraed to mark the occasiea with greet significance. 

2. If you do not mind. I would like to ask you whether your governmei 
has deeided any measares for the maintenaace ef the dignity nnd the safe* 

*\ keeping as well as for the return to Iadia of Netaji's ashes. 

3. At the news of your visit to Japan, tho JapaMse people are leeki 
forward to the day with joy. It is easily sapposed that yeu will be very 
busy with official arrangements when you visit Japam. but I sincerely 

hepe as a religieaist that you will visit my temple as a part ef your 
official itiaerary. or if impossible, unofficially te consolo the soul 
ef Netqji. 

I have the honour to pray that you will be in good health as evert. 

Yours very truly. 


Sd. Kyeei Nechisuki 
Priest of Reakoji Temple 


0,0. Ho. F.8U)HOO-I WS) 



ni 


September 20, 3J9NS7 


?ty dear Acharya, 



Please refer to your letter lo* 2S/4/8Q0 
of 9th September, 1957* 

2* As regards point 1 of Eev* Hocftizukl’s 

letter to the ^rioe Minister* this Embassy was represented 
at the ceremonial service held on the 18th August* 

1 myself could not attend but the First Secretary, the 
Press Attache and the Military Attache were present 

on the occasion* later the Prime Minister’s decision 
to Visit the temple on Sunday the 12th October disposes 
of point 3 of Kev* fiochiauki’s letter* As regards point 

2 the position is that Miss* Lellamani Raida wrote to us 
in her letter No* P.S219-NG0/53 of 4th December, 1963, 
that Her* Moehlst&i should be informed that at a proper 
time Retail’s ashes will be sent for and appropriately 
kept in India* Since then the Prim Minister in answer 
to a question in the Lok Sabha on 29th September, 1955. 
said that no steps should be taken without the approval 
of the family of Retail Subhas Chandra Bose* We do not 
know if there have been any further developments in 
this connection* It Is for our Dover nmont to decide 
whether they would ask for the ashes to be sent to India 
and the manner in Which Retail’s ashes should be preserved 
or consecrated* 

3* I presume it is your Intention that you should 

yourself reply to Rev* itochizuki's letter* 


fours sincerely, 




C C* 3* Jha ) 


Shri B.K. Acharya, 
Joint Secretary, 
Ministry of Extern 
WKtf DELHI . 


of External Affairs, 



fl* 


rri,. 




Qt)/N&o 





My dear Ambassador, 

Kindly refer to your D.O. letter No.F.5(l) 
NGO-I of the 20th September addressed to 
Shri Acharya, regarding the ashes of Netaji. 

The controversy in regard to the death of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose has not yet ended at least 
so far as some members of his family are 
concerned. The Prime Minister, therefore, 
decided on receipt of the Netaji inquiry 
Committee's report that no attempt should yet 
be made to bring the ashes back to India. The 
present arrangement should continue^/ it will 
be expedient if perhaps you would suitably 
inform Rev. Mochizuki with reference to his 
letter to the Prime Minister. 

^ v 1 ^ Yours sincerely, 

Woo.’ 

(J. |s. ME tyi.) 


A.. 


Shri C. S. Jha, i.C.S. , 
Ambassador of India, 
TOKYO. 


No 


F.5(l)NG0-I 


November 8, 1957 




To 

Rev, Kyoel Mochizuki, 

Priest of Renkojl Temple, 

130, 2-chome, Koenjl, 

Sug inami-ku, TOKYO . 

Dear Sir, 

On 1st July you wrote to His Excellency the 
Prime Minister of India asking him whether he had decided 
any measures for the maintenance of the dignity and 
the safe-keeping as well as for the return to India 
of Netajl’s ashes. Since then Pandit Nehru has himself 
been to your temple and has seen the ashes kept by you 
there. Impressed by the arrangements made by you for 
the safe-keeping of these ashes, he feels that for the 
present they should continue in your temple* I trust 
this arrangement will be acceptable to you. 


Yours faithfully, 



( C.S.Jha ) 
Ambassador of India 


/ 


/ 





GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. 



•'I 1 'Dear Chancery 
/ Forwar 


New Delhi (5), the 



t> Ml 


12 


Forwarded herewith is a copy of a letter 


dated 22nd November, 1957 addressed by Mr. Chisema 
Nishdjjrura to the Prime Minister. 

Five copies of the Netaji Inquiry Committee 
Report are sent herewith. One of these may kindly 
be sent to Mr. Nishimura aith the remark that 
the Government of India have no objection to his 




quoting portions of the report in his articles 



Embassy of India in 
Japan, 

Tokyo. 



V 


igt 


(COPY) 

YAMAT O-KY OKU-K.UN A I 
KANAGAWA-KEN-J APAN . 

HIS EXCELLENCY PRIME MINSTER 

DR. PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU JI. NOVEMBER 22,1957. 


Dear Sir, 


I have the honour to inform you that 
as the adviser of Remkfrji temple, I read the letter 
addressed to Rev Mochizki which had been written at 
your request by His Excellency Ambassador Jhar. 

Asked by Rev Mochizuki^ of my opinion as to your 
proposal about pres^ering Netaji Base’s ashes safely 
further, I instantly told him that I agreed^with you 
/continue pre- about it. The«he agfceed, too. I am sure Mr will/ 
serving Netaji’s till the day when they are returned home at your 
ashes safely request. In a few days Rev Mochizuki will post his 

letter to you, together with seven memorial photographs 
taken on October, 13. 


By the way, I have a great favour to ask 
of you. The other day I read through the 
pamphlet entitled "Netaji Inquiry Committee Report” 
which had been published by Government of India in 
1956. Rankoji temple was presented it by Indian 
Embassy. I as well as Rev. Mochizuki should like to 
let its contents know to Japanese people, as some of 
them misunderstand about Netaji's death and his 
ashes. 


I would like you to let me know if 
you will kindly allow me quoting some contents of 
the Report when I write an article about it. I 
think just friendship between India and Japan will 
be produced on making both peoples' misunderstangs 
die down at the^very beginning. 

I wish yoi^good luck and health. 

Hoping to see youkgain some day in 
future if possible. 


Yours 



Sd/- 


Ho. F.5(l)HG0-I 


\gZr 



December 13, 1957 


To 


Hr, Chlsema Nishiisura, 
Tomato Kyoku-kunai, 
Kanagawa-Kan, 


Dear Sir. 




V 


\><V 


I am directed to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter of 22nd November, 1967, to the 
Prime Iliiister of India, 


2, As desired by you in your letter 

I am to enclose herewith one copy of the letaji 
Snquiry Committee's report and to inrorra you 
that the Government of India have no objection 
to your quoting portions of this publication 
in you i* article. 


Tours faithfully, 



Eincl* 


( G.J.Halik ) 
First Secretary 


\ > 




Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 


no. wn//coJ 



November 26, 1957 


FOREIGN SECRETARY 



1 3 '" '1357 


My dear Jha, 

Prime Minister tells me that before he left 
Japan he heard that Amiya Bose, son of the late 
Sarat Chandra Bose, had reached Tokyo. Prime Minister 
would like to know what Shri Amiya Bose did in Tokyo. 
Did he pay any visit to the Renkoji Temple and did 
he call at the Embassy at all? 

2. I also send herewith a copy of a letter which 

the Prime Minister has received from the priest of 
the Renkoji Temple* 


Yours sincerelv. 



(s. Dutt) 


Shri C.S. Jha, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo (JAPAN) 


(COPY) 


103, 2-chome 
Koenji , Suginami-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 
November 22, 1957 

His Ecellency Prime Minister 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. 


Dear Sir, 

I have no adequate words to express my thanks for your 
having visited the Renkoji Temple on October 13. It was regrettable 
to me that as you were busy I could not have time enough to talk 
with you. 

Netaji Bose*s soul, I suppose, must have been content 
really with your visit. Enclosed here you will find the photographs 
taken on that day. 

On November 8, I received a letter from His Excellency 
Ambassador Jha, telling that you had asked me to agree to preserving 
Netaji Bose's ashes safely further heseafter. Of course, I agree 
with you of this matter. But I feel Netaji 1 s soul is anxious to 
return to his fatherland as soon as possible. 

By the way, I should like to tell you that I was at 
Haneda Airport to see you off when you were about to leave Japan. 
Praying that you would reach your country safe, I saw you off 
at the general people 1 s seats. I regret deeply I could not tell 
you good-by directly. 

I close this letter, believing I shall be able to have 
a chance to see you again in future. 

I wish you good luck and health. 


Yours very truly 


Sd/ 

Kyoei Mochizuki 
The |>riest of the 
Renkoji Temple. 






V 


10th Dec, 1957 





My dear Dutt, s 

Will you kindly refer to your D.O, letter No.FS/1009 
dated November 26, 1957? Amiya Bose was in Japan for about a 
month. He appears to have arrived just a few days before 
the Prime Minister's visit and left on the 30th October. I came 
to learn that he was here a few days before he left. He met 
our Military Attache and a day before he was due to leave he 
called on me. 

2. Amiya Bose told me that he had come to Japan to collect 
original material in connection with Netaji Subhas Bose’s 
biography which he was writing. During his stay he had contacted 
various people with a view to find out Netaji’s contacts and 
activities in Japan. He had tried to get hold a f any letters 
written by him to various people or other documents concerning 
him. He said that he had found a great regard for Netaji in 
Japan (which is true) and several people had promised to 
furnish him material. He also said that the house in which 
Netaji Subhas Bose lived in Calcutta had been converted into 

an international cultural centre which it was also intended to 
be used as a repository of things associated with Netaji. He 
was , however y rather woolly and vague about this • When asked by 
me about the precise nature of the activities of this Centre he 
added that it would be a sort of counterpart of the Indian 
Council of World Affairs. 

3. Amiya Bose did not say that he had come to find out 
the truth about Netaji’s death but whan I asked him whether 
he had any views on that controversial subject he merely said 
that there were circumstances indicating that Netaji had been 
preparing to leave for Russia. He could not say whether Netaji ' 
was alive or dead but he had no hesitation in saying that the 
Enquiry Committee had not done its job property and that the 
Government of India should have appointed a Committee of 
persons of higher calibre. 

4. A few days before his departure he was entertained to 
lunch by an official of the Gaimusho (Mr. Miyake who used to be 
Counsellor in India) at which our Military Attache was also 
invited. No special significance need be attached to this. 
Gaimusho probably entertained him partly because their Consul 
General in Calcutta had written to them and partly because 
they wished to find out what he had been doing. It is the 
usual practice here for some officers of the Gaimusho to ask 
visiting Indians, even if they are not particular Ijclistingulshed-, > 
to a meal if they have been commended by their Embassy or 
Consuls General in India, 



2 - 


5# We have no Information about Amiya Bose having 
indulged here In any undesirable activities or expressions 
of opinion adverse to the Government of India or to its 
policies* I attach for your information a copy of a news 
item on him in the Japan Times . 

6. As far as we have been able to ascertain, Amiya Bose 
did not visit the Renkoji Temple. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 


C C • S * JI1A ) 




Shri 3* Butt, 1*0*5* , 



Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 


ft 

New Delhi 

• 


Enclil 




JAPAN TIMES 

7 ’ J. ~ ~3 OCT. i?f . 195? 


OCT, 1 7, 1957 


bose's Nephew «iere to go iegt data on leader's activities 

The nephew of the celebrated ^ndian leader, Sbhas ^handra 

o 

Bose, is now in Japan on a three-week visit to collect material 


bearin- on h? s uncle's activities in Japan. 

Amiya Nath J os» ; secretary of the Sarat B'ose Scademy in 
Calcutta, also desires' to establish contacts in Japan for the 
academy, a reserch institute on national and international 


affairs. 

Bose said he will welcome any information and help from persons 

here who had contacts with his uncle during the war. 

The tall,., well-built Indian scholar who hears a striking 

resenblance to his untie said that the "Netaji's" house in 

Calcutta would be preserved intact to perpetuate the memory 

of the popular Indian freedom fighter, who is believed to have 

died in a plane cash in Taipei on his way to Japan shortly 

after the end of the Pacific W r. 

a 

He sal d that plans are afoot to build an international 

| 

hall and a guest house in the spacious compounds of the ^ose 

r— ' 

home. These will be constructed with contributions from Asian 
countries "so that they can function as an Aslan centrefor 

l 

studies on international affairs with special emphasis on 
Asian problems." 

He said the merries of Bose are still cherished by many 


Indians so much so that 100,000 persons attended the memorial 
services held recently in Calcutta. , 
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He added that Calcutta remains the most important cultural 
center of India. 

Bose it scheduled to spend the weekend in Kansai and 
resume his activities in Tokyo early nest jsaa week. He is 

( 

due to leave for Calcutta Oct. 29. 
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Jury ' V 

Ministry of External Affairs 
^ New Delhi 


No.FS//^4f 


December 12, 1957. 
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My dear Jha, CJL ' \ 

^ ^ u 

Thank yon for your 
letter No.F.5(b)NG0-I of 
December 10 regarding Amiya 
Bose's activities in Japan. 





Yours sincerely, 

sAr&l 

X 

(S. Dutt) 


Shri C.S. Jha, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo . 


t / [ ; \ i -X a J- 

* J ¥ • y^frfZtlo tyo K u *ur&! 

T M s% t m / • 7 H *, w>«, K&/rZ&ZC4JtL~Ke" ' 

u %**££!?■ 

Ej»/&ssy o/* JtrtJr & m - 


£>airr sir. 
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2rc Knot* /edge y<*ceif>l of your tZvouh 


_ . ij>t at jr 

<r/ £>ecG‘»rj> er / 3 ZzsxJ o/fc of /Jte Ne£rj<‘ 

/-7 y/^ni >^v y&p&yi • 

X Jt'srve He (AJoyds U> eyj^kess 

W/ -tlf^7»fZS firt • , 

^ _/ >S itoti/c/ J> ^ wu clt ^?/e^5«/ r it / ou 

ujouU ki»<jt/ Go»uey >y ^ hejptrcls 
'll His. />gg^gy pttHte. Minister- °t j.hc/t^C . 

J" wish /ou go x>d /uCK hed/tk . 


Yours 'tyul/ . 











Sir, 

Please let us congratulate for your health. 

We understand that an association named Subhas Chandra 
Bose Academy will be formed in Calcutta on. the 23rd of 
January, Netaji’s birthday. 

In this connection, we should like to hold e meeting 
of persons who had deep relation with the deceased in Japan 
and to seek your esteemed advice for forming a similer 
association here and thereby promote friendly relation 
between India and Japan. 

We know you are very busy but sincerely hope you 
will kindly honour us with your presence. 


Sincerely yours, 


Caretakers 


Shohzo Kawabe 
Takeo Iwakuro 
Chu Katakura 
Kikuko Maria; Emori 




Time : 


Place : 


Noon, 

January 23, 1958 (Thur.) 
Tohtoh Tei, Hibiya, 


I 

I 


To 

His Excellency Mr. C.S. Jha, 
and Mrs , Jha . 







Affaire 



^ * • 







MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 


o: 25(4)NG0. 


The 13th ~>ctober, 1953. 



,T y de nr Jha: 


I regret I have not been able to reply earli ;r to 
your letter No: F.5(1)NG0-I, dated the 25th August regarding 
v Shri f/ubhas Hose's treasure. 


2. n ?»is r turn from Tapan, however, I have consulted 


Foreign ecretary who is of the view that the best course 
will be for you to take up the matter with the Japanese 
Foreign ffice. Y >u might transmit to them the information 
which has reached the Embassy and ask the Foreign Iff ice 
for their advice as to how best the matter could be pursued. 

It should be made clear to the Foreign ffice t l, at the 
Government if India have no intention of entering upon any 
protracted civil proceedings in this matter. You may .however, 
refer to the high esteem and veneration in which the memory 
of the late Shri Bose is held in India and add that, apart 
from the sentimental value to India of anything connected 
with him, it will only be in keeping with the late Shri Bose’s 
struggle for giving a better deal to the poor people of 
his country to let any treasure left by him be utilised 
for some humanitarian purpose. 

,'ith kind regards, 


Yours sincerely 



hri C.S. Jha, ICS., 
Ambassador of India in Japan 
Tokvo. 


Ko.F. 5(1)300-1 


27th November, 1958, 


tty d»(sr 


Would jrou please refer to the carve aponda nee about 
the late Sfarl Subeah Chandra Bose's ashes resting with the 
Affibcessdor* e letter of even reference dated 10th December, 1957, 


Last south, I sent to yea Mr, Uiyake, ty, Director 
of the Asian Affairs Bureau in the Ministry of Foreign Affaire, 
Fie asked Be shea the Government of India preposed to remora 
Shrl Bose* 8 ashes. He explained that this see a personal 
enquiry as the priest had been feeling uneoof ortable about 
the continued presence of the ashes in the temple. According 
to Mr, Miyake, it is not the custom in Japan for ashes to be 
kept continuously in temples. They are normally retained for 
a short period and then transferred to the f easily grave or 
shrine. Moreover, the priest also feels that he is getting 
old and that he should not leave the ashes to others after 
his death, I explained to Mr, Miyake that there had boas 
no request from either Mr, Bose's family in Austria or his 
relatives in India and m may be embarrassed by having these 
ashes in India el nee, among Undue, the ashes are oast into a 
river or otherwise scattered, Mr, Miyake said that, in any 
ease. It would bo more appropriate for the ashes to be disposed 
of in India than retained indefinitely in Japan, 


I have reported this matter to the Ambassador who agrees 
that there is force in Mr, Uyake's argument particularly when 
we are officially taking steps to transfer the ashes of Shrl 
Rash Behftri Bose and arrangements are being made for keeping 
them in India, 


This matter is being reported for your information 
and for any comments you may wish to make, I would also like 
soma guidance as to what I should say to Mr, Miyake if9flgain 
raises this question, as X feel he will. 


Tours sincerely, 

/ )f *• 

( Q.J. Malik ) 


3uri J.S. Mehta, I.F.S., 
Deputy Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Mew Delhi, 


To: Mr. G.J. Malik 


X«1 • VJ • O • linlir. 

First Secretary, 

Indian Embassy, Tokyo. 



From: L.D.M. Abeyeratne & 

Ichiro Kagabu, 

96, Tokuji-cho, Ikegami, 
Ohta-ku, Tokyo. 


Subject:- Buddha's emerald head illegally possessed by 


Japanese national. 


Sir, 

I send herewith a photo of Buddha's emerald head which 
originally belonged to the late Mr. Subash Chandra Bose. It is 
now possessed by Mr, Jusei Tajima, whose career is not clear 
excepting that he was in the South Seas area during the last war. 

The fact that he should possess the article is unreasonable. 

On one occasion he says he has bought it at Singapore, while on 
the another occasion he says he has bought It from Netaji's Japanese 3c: 
lady. Thus, whether he has got it through a proper channel or not 
is questionable. 


As mentioned in an article "Whereabouts of Japanese 


diamond" in a magazine "Special issue of Bungei-Shun ju 1956,2", 
matters regarding diamond were taken up at the Diet may be because 
there are some questions about Netaji's diamond. It is surmized 
from the article that Mr. Tajima might have illegally obtained 
the article. 

It is justice to recover it from the man who got the 
emerald head illegally. 

In the c ire urns tnances I submit this photo to His Excellency 
the Ambassador hoping that the article in question may be returned 
to India through diplomatic procedures. 


Faithfully yours, 



(L.D.M. Ameyertne) 
(Ichiro Toshiba) 


Translation from an article appeared in monthly magazine 
Bungei-Shunju 1956.2, special number. 


WHEREABOUTS OF ONE TRILLION YEN DIAMOND 


By Mr. Kohichi Sekoh. 






A large amount of diamond was procured by Japanese 
Government from the nation during the last war. According to 
a testimony at the Diet in those days by an official in charge, 
the amount of the diamond procured from the nation was about 

160.000 carats, which is at present kept at the Bank of Japan. 

I cannot, however, agree to the figure since there must be about 

650.000 

9e50c carats according to the results of my investigation made when 
I was parliamentary vice Minister for International Affairs. 

In this connection, many people were summoned to testify at the Diet 
after the war. I understand GHQ (General Headquarters) had 
delicate relation with the diamond issue. Accidentally I came to 
know they had 50 carats of diamond in their custody. Also, I 
know a large amount of diamond was found when a plan$b crashed 
with Mr. Bose and some Japanese on board. Further, many pieces 
of diamond had hacws scattered at the crashing site of a Japanese 
plane at Mr. Mihara. 

My prayer is that diamond illegally possessed by certain 
people will come out to the world and returned to the original 
owners. I am sure huge amount of concealed diamond will be 
displayed at show-windows of jewel shops once a law authorizing 
ownership of diamond by the present owners is promulgated. 
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written opinion 



To: 


His Excellency 

The Ambassador of India. 


iron: 


Ichiro Kagabu, 

96 , Tokujicho, Ike garni, Ghta-xu, Tokyo. 

& \<h y / 

o.D. M. abeyrstne 


13th January, 1959' 






We have submitted earlier our "written opinion on the Buddha's 
Emerald Head and introduced an article appeared in a magazine regarding 
a problem of diamond which was once taken up by Mr. Koiclii Sekoh, member 
of the House of Representatives at the Diet. 

Since Mr. Sekoh has been appointed State Minister in the Kishi 
Cabinet, we should suggest that you may kindly request him to expedite 
return of the Buddha's Emerald Head to India. Since Mr. Sekoh has strived 
for the cause of justice, we are sure that he will cooperate with you in 
the matter in his official capacity. 

We vjrite the above opinion for your inf creation. 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA IN JAPAN 
TOKYO 


No* 


February 23, l&xl. 


My dear 


A couple of years ago this Embassy was Informed 
by some non-official unknown Japanese that an emerald 
statue of Buddha of the length of about 10-11" once 
belonging to late Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose was now 
in the possession of some Japanese family. It was 
reported that this statue was under negotiation for sale 
to some rich American and it was valued at a few million 
rupees. But the informant had stated toat in view of the 
fact that the statue could have a sentimental value for 
the Government of India, they were in a position to 
arrange with the owners to sell it to us at even 10 to 
15 per cent of the market value. The Ministry being 
consulted asked us to place the matter in the hands of 
the Japanese Foreign Office, who could be assured that 
we would not like to engage in any prolonged civil suit 
for the acquisition of trie property. The Japanese 
Foreign Office when they were contacted, expressed help- 
lessness iix the absence of any definite knowledge of the 
thereabouts of the statue and any dependable evidence to 
show that the statue belonged to Netaji. As we ourselves 
had no other information besides the report of thdse 
unknown Japanese, the matter was allowed to rest at that. 

2. A few days ago the report was once again made to 
us that the emerald status was again available at a 
reasonable price. This time two of our officers succeeded 
in having a look at it. While none of them is a connois- 
seur of Jewels, as laymen both of them felt that the 
material seemed to be somewhat similar to the emerald 
Buddha in Bangkok which is now in the possession of 
the Government of Thailand, iiie Foreign Office here has 
once again been approached. They have once a^ain raised 
tne difficulty about the lack of evideiice to show that 
the property belonged to hetaj 1. Even if they succeed 
in securing the statue from its present holders, we have 
no such proof on our record. It is, however, believed 
that in case it really did form a part of the Jewels 
in possession of Netaji when he died in the air crash, 
it must have been presented to him by some people either 
in Singapore or in Thailand or in Burma. It would, 
therefore, help us if it could be ascertained from people 
who were associated with the collection of funds for the 
Indian National Army in those countries win ether in the ir 
knowledge, such a contribution was ever received by 
Netaji. I shall be grateful if you could kindly make 
confidential enquiries from such persons in your place 
who were dose to Netaji during The Movement to find out 
if they could throw any light on the subject. 

I hope you are keeping well and with kind 
regards, 



fours sincerely, 



2 - 




p»v 

^1 


f 


P.S. I think that Mr. Dina Nath, Sardar Zora Singh and 
Mr. Bashir of nashir Shoe company v/ere connected 
with the collection m& and administration of funds 
for the Azad Hind Army. Perhaps they may be able 
to say something so far as collections in Burma 
are concerned. 


t 


( 


r- 


P.K* Banerjee, If 
Counsellor. 


jtf.tJo. F- 





7th March, 1961, 


dear 

Enclosed Is a report on an linage of 
emerald Bull ha alleged to he part of 
personal property of Netajl Subhash Chander 
Bose, 

In 1958 also, we received some 
Information in this regard but our effort 
was fruitless, This time, however, we were 
more careful and discrete, At least we 
have bean able to have a look at this emerald 
Buddha, Whether It is genuine or not is a 
different matter. 

You may also notice that we brought 
this matter to the attention of the Foreign 
Office in Tokyo, and they are making 
investigation. If you have any information 
to confirm that Hetajl Bose had an emerald 
Buddha in his possession, it would help us 
a lot.. If you have any other instruction in 
the matter, kindly drop me a line. 


With kindest regards. 


Yours sincerely. 



Shrl K.L, Mehta, 

Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
Hew Delhi, 



Information Service of India 


Mr. T. Ishikawa , a resident of Aomori City, acconparLied by a 
Person, who was introduced to us as a uddhlst monk , called at the 
ISI yesterdav and reported that a 1700-year-old image of Lord Bud ih? 
made of emeralds, soon to be sold bjr its owner to an American 

multi -millionaire connected with the Bockfeller Foundation for 
US. ,230 million. Hr. Ishikawa himself had neither seen the image 
nor did he ’mow its o ner. But the monk had seen the image and 
also knew its owner. According to him, the image showed Lord 
Buddha with folded hands, was about a feet high and weighed 14,700 
carots. It was fixed on a 31" sq. piece of wood. 

3. The B.udihist mnnk further added that the image originally 
belonged to the late Subhash Chandra Bose, but, after his death, 
came to be acquired by its present owner. He refused to disclose 
as to how the latter came to possess the image or what his name 
and address were. He, however, said that the owner had two houses: 
one in Tokyo and the other in Aomori, and that the image was at 
present lying in Tokyo. 

3. Both Hr. Ishikawa and the Buddhist monk added that they did 
not like the ilea of an image of Lord Bliddha going to the LT3A for 
sake of money. On the other hand, they thought that Prime Minister 
TTehru wa anxious that the image should be acquired by the Govt, of 
India. They sail that they would be very nappy to help the Govt, 
of India in acquiring the image if we agreed to pay them 5 % of the 
total amount for which the image was going to be sold i.e. £l. 5 
million. They refused to lisclose as to how they could accomplish 
such a remarkable job of getting us an article for ^1.5 million 
when, according to their own statement, someone else was ready to 
pay 230 million for the same article. 

4. The matter was reported to the Counsellor. He said that ther 
were some previous papers also on the subject. ; look at .the old 
file showed that a story about the treasures of the later Subhash 
Bose was told to us in 1353 also. At that time one Keizo Takei, 

an employee of the Miyoshi Chemical -Co.. Ltd. , Tokyo, informed us 
that the treasures of the late Bose were deposited in the Mitsui 
Bank by their present holder, a Mr. Tajima. He also added that 
the principal item of treasures was an oriental emerald" weighing 
13,400 carots. The matter was reported to the Government of India 
in August 1358. They advised that the best course for us would be 
to take up the matter with the Japanese Government. We could 
transmit to then the information which we had and ask them for 
their advice as to how best the matter could be handled. We were 
also asked to make it clear to the Japanese Government that the 
Govt, of India had no intention of entering upon any protracted 
civil proceedings in this matter. 

5. The ‘attar was taken up with Mr. Iwama of the Gaimusho in 
December 1353 by our former First Secretary, r. Malik. An extract 
from a note recorded by him after meeting iA r. Iwama is reproduced 

b e low: 


"He was rather discouraging saying that inf or at ion we 
had received was not specific, that it would be difficult 
for the Police to undertake investigations without 
infringing the Human Bights Provisions of the Constitution, 
etc. He went so far as to suggest that we should engage a 
orivate detective. I pointed out that publicity was 
orecisely what it was the interest of both Governments to 
avoid and that police could find things out with much less 
danger of publicity than a private investigation. I also 
said that it would be desirable to give some answer to the 
various parties which had come to the Embassy with informa- 
tion . Mr. Iwama said he would consult the Legal 


Affairs Bureau". 


There do not seen to have been any further developments in the 
matter since then. 


3d/- 

Dhian Singh 

13. 1.61. 


3d/- 

(H.D. Bhalla) 

Mr. Ishikava and the Buddhist monk may be asked to show to 
our representative the image to enable us to judge the value of 
the same. While the repetation of such an offer gives a reason 
to imagine that some article of the kind does exist. We cannot 
entirely rely on it take the next step until we see it 
ourselves. 

3d/- 

( La 1 j i Me hr oft r a ) 

14. 1.61. 


C ounsellor. 

I suggest that FS(C) and TSCISI) may kindly have a look ^ ^ 
and reoort. 

Sd/- 

(?.K. Banerjee) 

16 r 1-61 

Mr. Ishikava contacted the Embassy today on the telephone. 
I told him that we would like to have a look at the image before 
considering the matter further. At first, he demanded 5 % of 
#30 million even for showing it, but later on said that he would 
contact us again after consulting some other people. 

3d/- 

(H.D. Bhalla) 

16 . 1 . 61 . 

Today Mr. Ishikawa and one Mr. Mika mi who ca limed to be 
Driest but looked and behaved like a desperate character called 
on me. ’They have agreed to come on Friday, the 10th February 
at l ?.M. here to take Shri Jerath and myself to the place and 
show us the image. They were very keen that we should decide 
about the matter. They a l^o pressed for some key-money which 
the undersigned refused. One so-called certificate (cony) was 
given and also their local address near Gehinkan (Both attached) 

3d/- 

CH.J. Bhalla) 

8. 2.1961 


Counsellor 

Mr. Jerath 


Good Luck. 

3d/- 

P.K.B. 

9. 2.61. 

3d/- 

(R.K. Jerath) 

9.2.61. 



On Friday the 10th February, FS(C) Shri Jerath and I, 
accompanied by interpreter went to a place near Gehinkan. ;a 
were escorted there by Mr. Ishikawa and Mr. Mikami and later 
on were introduced to three other gentlemen viz. Mr. To.iima 
(who claimed to be the owner) , Mr. Kumouclii (an old man who 
gave the certificate) and one Mr. Akihara. 

Mr. Tcviiraa (a medium- si zed man of about 50 years) claimed 
that the said 'image had bee&fin his possession for over 40 years 
and that he had purchased it in Singapore. Later on he and 
others partly contradicted the claim and vaguely associated it 
with Shri Subhash Bose. 

Ultimately the image was produced. The image of Buddha 
was about 9 or 10 inches in height. It seemed to be of emerald 
though we, of course, could not testify to its value or 
geniuneness. The Buddha head was hollow from inside but was 
auoeared to be fairly heavy. 

Shri Jerath and I returned without any commitment and 
promised further consideration. after discussions with 
Ambassador and Counsellor, the undersigned informed Mr. Ishikawa 
and Mr. Mikami that the Embassy would proceed ■ in the matter 
only through the Government of Japan. 

On i5th February Shri Jerath and I met Mr. Uchida of the 
Gaimusho and requested informally that the matter should be 
investigated. To this the Gaimusho off icials- agreed. 

Today I handed over a copy of the certificate and a cooy 
of the address given by Mr. Mikami to Gaimusho. Later on 
r. aval accomoanied by a plain-clothed detective and pointed 
out the nlace near Gehinkan where the image had been shown to 
us. Mr. Kawai had to be sent to the place near Gehinkan 
becau.se the telephone number given by Mr. Kamouchi was wrong 
according to Gaimusho. 

It should also be mentioned that Mr. Uchida and other 
officials of the Gaimusho mentioned that there are likely to 
be two difficulties in the matter viz. 

i) It will be very difficult to .take over the image from 
the present possessor in so far as legal proceedings 
by the Government of Jaoan would be necessary. 

ii) Sven if the image was recovered , it would be difficult to 
prove that the present ownership is illegal and also that 
the image in fact did belong to Shri Subash Bose. 

In view of the above. Ambassador may kindly consider 
writing to associates of Netaji to obtain further evidence 
in the matter. 

Sd/- 

(H.D. B ha 11a ) 

90.9.61 

FS (C ) 

3d/- 

(R.K. Jerath) 

21 . 2 . 61 , 


Amba s sad or . 
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kdlress riven by Hr. Hikami 

at 13 10/ 

in Hozumi Kensetsu 
Opposite Telephone-Telegraph 

Office 


Sankocho, Keguro 


(COPY) 



To 


Whom it may concern this (crystal) I judge 
with my wide experience. 

It is to be a (oriental 'emerald ) I am sure. 

Height 21 cm 

circumference 37 cm 
neck 23.6 cm 

weight 951 raonme (3,575 kg) 

17,380 carats. 

I do not think another one like this existed 
anywhere in the world. 


Mortin M. Kamouchi 
A damimond dealer of USA 
Tokyo address 

Phone (44 - ,3059 


V. 


16th December, 1958. 

To: 

Mr. G.J. Malik, 

First Secretary, 

Ini ian Emba s sy , T oky o . 

From: 

L.Q.M. Abeyeratne & 

Ichiro Kagabu, 

96, Tokuji-cho, Ike garni, 

Ohta -ku , T oky o. 

Subject: Buddha's emerald head illegally possessed 

by Japanese national. 

Sir , 

I send herewith a photo of Budlha's emerald head which 
originally belonged to the late Mr. Subash Chandra Bose. It is 
now possessed by Mr. Jusei Tajiraa, whose career is not 
clear excepting that he was in the South Seas area during 
the last war. The fact that he should possess the article 
is unreasonable. On one occassion he says he has bought it at 
Singapore, while on the another occassion he says he has bought 
it from Netaji s Japanese lady. Thus, whether he has got it 
through a proper channel or not is questionable. 

As mentioned in an article "'■/hereabouts of Japanese 
diamond" in a magazine "Special issue of Bungei-Shun ju 1956.2", 
natters regarding diamond were taken up at the Diet may be 
because there are some questions about Hetaji's diamond. It 
is surmized from the article that Mr. Tajima might have 
illegally obtained the article. 

It is justice to recover it from the man who got the 
emerald head illegally. 

In the circumstances I submit this photo to His 
Excellency the Ambassador ho ring that the article in question 
may be returned to India through diplomatic procedures. 

Faithfully yours, 

(L. D.M. Ameyertne) 

(Ichiro Toshibe) 



Translation of written statement by Mr. K. Takei, 
Miyoshi Chemical Co. Ltd,. , Establishment Office, 
No. 8, l-chome, Kanda, Ta chi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 
at the Chancery on the 8th August, 1958. 


No. l To try to determine with all our efforts whether 

or not the article (oriental emerald, C. 18,400,951 momme) 

* 

belongs to Chandra Bose. 

Others (Star supphire and white dia) 

If there are no records in the Embassy, we will do our 
best and find evidence to show that the article belongs 
to Chandra Bose. 

No. 2 We will explain to the present holder of the article 
that his possession of the article is illegal and try 
to have it transferred to the Embassy. 

No. 3 If the Embassy has any good methods, we will give full 
cooperation with you. Without remuneration. 

In the case of No. l & 2, remuneration is needed for the 
present holder and others who cooperate. 

No. 4 Have an appointment to see the present holder. 

Names: 1. Tajima 2. Nakamura 3. Kameuchi 

4. Go shu so 5. Ando. 

No. 5 Those who determined it to be oriental emerald 
C . 18 ,4-00 (951 momme ) are: 

K. Takei, M. Takumi and K. Urabe. 

The attached name card reads: 

Keizo Takei 

Sanji Chemical Industries Co. Ltd. , 

Founding Office: 8, l-chome, Kanda 0-machi 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo (Tel. 251-5613) 


g<f! 

Translation from an article appearei in monthly 
magazine 3ungei-3huniu 1956-1, special number. 

WHEREABOUTS OF ONE TRILLION YEN 3IAK0KD 

By Mr. Kohichi Sekoh. 

A large amount of diamond was procured by Japanese 
Government from the nation during the last war-. According 
to a testimony at the Diet in those days by an officia 
in charge, the amount of the diamond procured from the 
nation was about 160,000 carats, which is at present kept at 
the Bank of Japan. I cannot, however, agree to the figure 
since there must be about 650,000 carats according to the 
results of my investigation made when I was parliamentary 
vice Minister for International Affairs. In this connection, 
many people were "'ummoned to testify at the Diet after the 
war. I understand GHQ (General Headquarters) had delicate 
relations with the diamond issue. Accidentally I came to 
know they had 50 carats of diamond in their custody. Also, 

I know a large amount of diamond was found when a plane 
crashed with Mr. Bose and some Japanese on board. Further, 
many pieces of diamond had scattered at the crashing site 
of a Japanese plane at Mr. Kihara. 

l!y prayer is that diamond illegally possessed by 
certain people will come out to the world and returned to one 
original owners. I am sure huge amount of concealed diamond 
will be displayed at show-windows of jewel shops once a law 
authorizing ownership of diamond by the present owners is 
promulgated. 
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Thank you for your Top Secret letter 


No.3?.5(l)-NGO.I dated the f7th March, 1961, and the 
very interesting enclosure. I discussed with P.3, 
who feels that any attempt to establish Netaji's 
ownership over the emarald Buddha would be like a 
wild goose' chase. It is possible, however, that 
our Ministry of S.R.& C..A. may be interested in this 
image of Buddha for one of their Museums. Do you 
think it would be worth our while to take this up 
with the i specially as we are not even sure that the 
image is genuine and in fact worth very much more 
than what we may have to pay to the intermediaries..' 



Shri P .X. Saner jee , IPS., 
Counsellor , 

Embassy of India, 

TOKYO . 


I* 

/ 



No. 32/61 



13th March. 1961 
Phalguna 22, 1882 (Saka 



My dear Lalji Mehrotra, 



Please refer to your No. 5(1)NG0 of 23.2.1961 
regarding an emerald statue of Buddha which may belong to 
late Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


2. I have talked to two persons who were likely to 

throw the best light on the subject. Ishar Singh Nirula, 
who was a Minister in Netaji* s government and who has lived 
in Thailand for long, told me that he did see the jewellery 
when it was being packed to be sent with Netaji when he 
left Bangkok for the last time. He does not remember seeing 
any emerald Buddha in this jewellery. He, however, states 
that he had only a general look and was not looking for 
any particular piece. He says S.A. Aiyer, who was put 
in charge of the jewellery accompanying Netaji, may be the 
best person to throw light on the matter. 


3. The other person I have talked to is Sewak Mehtani, 

whose house Netaji was occupying and who was also in fairly 
close touch with him. He says he did not see the jewellery 
when it was being packed. However, he knows that before 
leaving Bangkok, Netaji gave some pieces to some of his aides 
and the rest he took with himself in carefully packed boxes. 
He feels these boxes must have been with him when the plane 
crashed in Formosa. So Habibul Rahman may be the best person 
to know what was packed and what happened to it after the 
crash. 


4. I am sorry I cannot send you more helpful information 

for none here is likely to have any more than these two 
persons. Both of them state they never head of any such 
magnificent piece being given to or being with Netaji. 

Aiyer* s address I do not know but could be easily obtained 
from the Ministry. If it is any use approaching Habibul 
Rahman, he could perhaps be traced through the Pakistan Embassy 
at Tokyo. Bhonsle may also be able to throw some light as 
he was with Netaji till the last month, as also Gulzara Singh, 
a very staunch and trustworthy officer of Netaji. J.K. Bhon- 
sle (General, INA) is Adviser to the Ministry of Education. 

And Gulzara Singh is in the Army and could be contacted 
through the Army Headquarters. He is probably a Major or a 
Lt. Colonel now as he had to rejoin in a lower rank than his 
original one. 


again, 


With kindest regards and when do we see both of you 


Yours sincerely, 
(Naranjan Singh Gill) 




ui 


Shri Lalji Mehrotra, 
Ambassador of India in Japan, 
TOKYO 


2 \» 



("V 


March 30, 1961. 


Dear Mr. OtU, 


With refer ance to this corning ' s telephone 
conversation, we understand that the appropriate 
authorities have been able to establish contacts 
with the people connected with the image of 
Lori Buddha. Regarding your suggestion that a 
reputed Jeweller could also assist in the matter 
and also your suggestion that Mr* Sawai of owe 
Embassy should discuss the matter with some 
officials, we are very happy to agree to the same 
and shall be grateful if ve are acquainted with 
further progress in the matter. 


Yours sincerely, 


''tcCAX- 


(H.iihalla) 




Mr. Binoshi Qki, 

South West Asia Section, 
Gaimuaho, Tokyo. 
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EMBASSY OF I 
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Rangoon, 12 th... April —193 51 . 


r 


My dear Ambassador 



Please refer to your letter No.5(l)N00 
dated February 23,1961. 

The story of the emerald Buddha is very 
interesting, but I have not been able to find 
any confirmation whatsoever from sources in 
Rangoon. Neither Dina Nath nor Zora Singh are 
aware of any such valuable emerald Buddha having 
been given to Netaji in Burma. A few months ago, 
there was a story of an emerald Buddha having 
been brought to light in Amritsar, and it was 
alleged that this had been taken from Burma by 
an Indian soldier. This has obviously nothing 
to do with the statue now in Japan. If any 
further relevant information comes to light, I 
shall write to you again. 


With kind regards, 



(R. 8. MANI) 
Ambassador. 


Shri Lalji Mehrotra, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo. (JAPAN) 



[Hi 



iy category ' 


•O.No. f. 



HIGH COI 


^MSSIONER FOR INDIA 
KUALA LUMPUR 


21st April, 1961 



My dear CiJL , 

I am sorry th n t 


I have not been a ole to 


acknowledge earlier the receipt of your secret D.O. 
*fo.5(l)NGO of February 23, 1961 'regarding an emerald 
statue of Buddha said to have belonged to Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose. We have been making some 
enquiries both here and at Penang but have not so far 
been ^ble to get any specific information. As and 
when we get any pointer in this connection, T shall 
write to you again. Meanwhile it occurs to me that 
two of the people most connected with Netaji are Shri 
N. Raghavan, previously our Ambassador in France and 
now settled in India, and Shri A.M. Sahay, previously 
our Ambassador in Thailand, and now living in India. 

I am afraid I do not have f.heir addresses in India. 

It is also posside that you may have already written 
to them. It seems to me that they will be the two 
people in the best position to know about this matter. 

2. We are all very well and hope that you all 

are also in the oest of heaitn and spirits. 


Yours sincerely 



(Y.K. PUB I ) 


Shri Lal.ii Mehrotra, 
Amoassador of India in Japan 
Tokyo . 


V 

SliS^T 
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By category 'A' bag 

D . O.Wo.F. 2 ( 11 )- S /6 1 



My dear 


VjeAv^'LrQ. 2<sAiJu 


on 
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR INDI/^ 
KUALA LUMPUR 


28th April, 196! 


In continuation^ 3 ** my letter of even 
No. of 21st April, 196l-’"regarding the emerald 
statue of Buddha, T am siting to say that we had 
consulted Mr. S.A. Das, the author of "Chalo Delhi”, 
who also knew Shri Subhash Chandra Bose verv well. 

I am afraid Shri Das has no information about the 
emerald statue. 

2. We also consulted Dr. M.K. Lukshumeyah, at 

one time Secretary-General of the Hear Headquarters 
of the Indian Independence League and who knew Neta.ji 
fairly intimately. Dr. Lukshumeyah said that it was 
not Netaji’s practice to make a show of religion or 
of religious symbols. He novor saw any emerald, 
statue of the Buddha or other similar religious symbol 
in the possession of Netaji and he rather doubts whether 
the emerald statue mentioned in your letter ever 
belongelto Netaji, 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


(Y.K. PURI) 


Shri Lalji Mehrotra, 
Ambassador of India in Japan, 
Tokvo. 


Saudi Arabian Airlines 


4ijh=JI 4m-=JI b^toJI 


4th November, 1997 

% 


Mr. Venu 

Secretary to the Ambassador 


Dear Mr. Venu: 


Enclosed please find four sets of the printings covering all 
sentences in the speeches of External Minister of India H. E. 
Muherjee and Dr. Sugata Bose vh'cfc you have requested me when 
I made a telephone call to the Ambassador the other day. 

Please deliver three copies among the four sets to the following 
three persons respectively. 

1 . H. E. Shiddarth Singh, The Ambassador 

2. Mr. Jaishankar, Deputy Chief of Mission 

3. Mr. Bhushan, Minister 


Please also convey my best regards to the above-mentioned 
gentlemen. Thank you. 

fc S 

Sincerely yours. 


Ccn<r ; P | -h, P 2>& 

-vjyn^r 



Tel:3-3407-1 748(Res) 
Fax: 3-3486-8327 (Res) 


ym 

end. 
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SANSHIN BLDG.. IF, 1-4-1, YURAKUCHO 
CHI YODA-KU, TOKYO 100 JAPAN 
TEL: 03-3591 -908 1 (KEY) 

03-3591 -34 50(PAX) 

03-359 1 -9082(CGO) 
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Saudi Arabian Airlines ; gp^rmJI 4jj)cJI 4J4 aJI b^hoJI 



4th November, 1997 


Mr. Venu 

Secretary to the Ambassador 


Dear Mr. Venu: 

Enclosed please find four sets of the printings covering all 
sentences in the speeches of External Minister of India H. E. 
Muherjee and Dr. Sugata Bose which you have requested me when 
I made a telephone call to the Ambassador the other day. 

Please deliver three copies among the four sets to the following 
three persons respectively. 

1. H. E. Shiddarth Singh, The Ambassador 

2. Mr. Jaishankar, Deputy Chief of Mission 

3. Mr. Bhushan, Minister 

Please also convey my best regards to the above-mentioned 
gentlemen. Thank you. 


Sincerely yours 



Shigemoto Okuda 
Te 1:3-3407-1 748(Res) 
Fax: 3-3486-8327 (Res) 


ym 

end . 


SANSH1N BLDG, IF, 1-4-1, YURAKUCHO 
CHIYODA-KU, TOKYO 100 JAPAN 
TEL: 03-359 1 -9081 (KEY) 


03-359 1 -3450( PAX) 
03-359 1 -9082(CGO) 
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Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention 
Netaji Bhawan, Calcutta, 23 January 1996 
International Delegation seated on the dais 


Representative 
of Japan 
_Mr S .Okuda 


A NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU PUBLICATION 



Proceedings of the plenary session of Netaji 
Centenary Inaugural Convention, Netaji Bhawan, 
Calcutta, 23 January 1996 

Welcome address 

Dr. Sugata Bose 
(India) 

Dr . Sugata Bose who conducted the procedings welcomed guests from 
different countries of Southeast Asia, Japan, Germany and from other parts 
of India. He particularly mentioned the former INA cadets who had been 
sent to the Imperial Military Academy in Japan by Netaji for military 
training and were now settled in Malaysia, Singapore and South India. Dr. 
Bose added : 

“It is a very great pleasure to have with us Mr. S.Okuda who was the 
youngest member of Hikari Kikan, the Japanese liaison organisation with 
the Indian National Army. He fought shoulder to shoulder with our soldiers 
of freedom on the Northeastern frontier of India in 1944-45. It is a very great 
privilege to welcome in our midst Mrs. Tinsa Maw Naing and her daughter, 
the daughter and grand-daughter of Dr. Ba Maw. Dr. Ba Maw was the 
President of Burma during the Second World War. We have had the great 
pleasure of listening to Dr. Ba Maw’s son Mr. Zali Maw giving his reminis- 
cences of Netaji and Dr. Ba Maw at a session of this convention. We also 
extend our welcome to the delegates who have arrived from various other 
foreign countries. It is only appropriate that we have no less a person than 
the Union Minister of External Affairs Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukherjee who 
is a good friend of the Bureau to come and greet them and be with us all 
here. I will not say any formal words of welcome to the INA Officers who are 
also members of the Netaji Research Bureau including Col. Lakshmi 
Sahgal, Col. Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon and Capt. Yadava who are all here 
amidst us today. I will only say a few words about the Netaji Research 
Bureau. Although anniversaries are always very happy occasions for us we 
do not make too much of anniversaries. Because our work is continuous and 
constructive. I am happy to report to you that Netaji Research Bureau has 
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been going ahead full-steam with the publication of Netaji’s collected works. 
Volume 9 of the 12 volumes that have to be published was released by the 
Prime Minister in September last year and we shall publish the remaining 
three volumes during the course of the centenary year. We also now have a 
one hour documentary film on Netaji on video format so that the common 
people of the country can actually see Netaji in film. All of you have long 
been familiar with the audio cassettes in which we can hear Netaji’s voice. 

The Netaji Research Bureau seeks inspiration from the past but 
refuses to be prisoners of the past. We are therefore looking forward and our 
aim is to build better relations among the countries of South Asia, most 
importantly India, Pakistan and Bangladesh on the basis of the history of 
our common anti-colonial struggle. That is why we had invited Mr. F.S. 
Aijazuddin to come and speak to us two evenings ago on the Historical 
Images of Pakistan. We also want to build closer relations with other 
countries of South East Asia. Once Netaji Centenary is over we want to 
build up the Bureau as one of the foremost international Institutes of 
contemporary economics, politics and the other social sciences. And we hope 
to achieve this with the support not only of the government but also popular 
support from a large number of his countrymen as well as friends abroad. 
We believe that Netaji’s place in history is assured. We therefore feel that 
we would be the poorer if we fail to take a leaf out of the book of his life. He 
taught us how to negotiate the problem of difference. Rabindranath Tagore 
had once said that where there is difference, it is only by recognizing and 
respecting that difference and then restraining it in its proper place that it 
is possible to fashion unity. We cannot fashion unity by simply issuing legal 
orders which everybody will obey. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose built unity 
on the basis of respect and recognition of religious, linguistic and other 
diversities. And that is why he remains a beaconlight for better relations 
among South Asian countries and among Asian countries as a whole in 
order that we might build a better world. Netaji had ended his speech at 
Haripura in 1938 by saying “India freed means humanity saved” and that 
is the message that we want to spread throughout the world. 
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Address 


Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukherjee 
Minister of External Affairs 
Government of India* 

Dr Sisir Kumar Bose, Chairman, International Netaji Centenary 
Committee, distinguished delegates from Southeast Asian Countries and 
friends. 

I welcome the old associates of Netaji and their relatives who have 
come from different parts of Southeast Asia and this sub-continent to offer 
their respects to Netaji at the beginning of the Centenary Celebration. I 
wish all of them a good stay here. We are indebted to them that despite their 
many personal problems and advanced a£e they have thought it to be their 
duty to come and pay homage to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We salute 
them. 

Today at the inaugural ceremony of Netaji’s Birth Centenary Celebra- 
tion, we would like to offer our sincerest thanks and gratitude particularly 
to Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, not only because he is the Director of Netaji 
Research Bureau, not only because he was Netaji’s fellow-traveller during 
his Great Escape, not simply because he belongs to a family whose great 
sacrifices and sufferings for the liberation of the country are an integral part 
of the history of our freedom struggle and that he himself actively partici- 
pated in the freedom struggle. We thank him particularly because he is the 
founder of Netaji Research Bureau, the institution through which he has 
been carrying on single-handedly studies and research on Netaji. What is 
more, he has been showing to the new generation the way to the solution of 
problems of our society in the current perspective by bringing out the 
relevance of Netaji’s life, his ideals, his thoughts, dreams and aspirations. 
He is not merely recording information and doling out theories. This is the 
importance of his work. 

I sincerely feel, therefore, and I can say this particularly because I am 
a Bengali — it is not possible for other language or ethnic groups to feel the 
same way — we are very often carried away by emotion only and tend to 

*Mr. Mukherjee’s address, except for the first paragraph, has been translated from the 
original Bengali, Ed. 
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disregard logic. Overcome by emotion, we want to remain fixed to ideas as 
to what could have happened, what should have happened, what would 
have pleased us but did not happen. This is not history consciousness. I do 
not think we can show due respect to Netaji by building monuments in 
concrete. Because Netaji belonged to that category of men whose role in 
history cannot be limited by geography or to particular nations; their 
influence as true revolutionaries, preachers and philosophers transcends 
limitations of countries and nation groups and affect all humanity. There- 
fore, if we recognise Netaji only as the leading figure of India’s freedom 
struggle and one who dealt the final blow to British Imperialism, we shall 
fail to evaluate Netaji fully. This task of carrying out a total evaluation of 
Netaji is being done by Dr. Bose and his fellow-workers. That is why I am 
offering my gratitude to him on this special day. 

What is more significant than anything else is that without any 
governmental assistance or wide-ranging support from any special agency 
Dr. Bose has been carrying on with this work relying essentially on his own 
personal effort over a long period of time. I am therefore going to make a 
small announcement on behalf of the Government of India. On behalf of 
Netaji Research Bureau Dr. Bose had submitted a project to the Chairman 
of the National Centenary Committee and Prime Minister of India Shri P.V. 
Narasimha Rao to be completed in two phases. The Government have 
sanctioned Rupees six crores and twentyfive lakhs for the first phase of the 
project and the grant will be sent very soon. However, that is not the most 
important thing. What is more important is the research work that is going 
on here. When I was listening to Col. Arshad what struck me very much was 
that it was not a matter of emotion only. Because he himself admitted that 
he did not belong to the political world but was a soldier. And he has made 
an observation as a soldier in uniform and with the courage of a soldier. 
Netaji came into his life for a limited period but even during that short 
period of time Col. Arshad realised that there was something in that man 
that told him had Netaji entered India victoriously as Supreme Commander 
of the Indian National Army the history of India would have taken a 
different course. He believed this not only because of Netaji’s personal 
attainments and personality but keeping in view Netaji’s faith, dreams, 
thoughts and his social and historical perceptions. These are scattered 
among his innumerable writings and speeches. If we can put all these 
together, study and analyse them with true research mentality — liberating 
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ourselves from all myths — and present them to the new generation, then 
alone shall we be honouring Netaji in the right manner. 

To accomplish this task we need institutions such as this. Just by 
playing upon words and high-sounding phrases, by drowing ourselves in 
mere sentiment and emotion, we shall not find the truth. But we must strive 
to arrive at the truth — what is Netaji’s relevance today, what can we 
achieve by following his programme of action, by following his thoughts and 
ideas on the basis of a total evaluation of his life-long Sadhana that he 
pursued till the last day of his life to rouse India’s national consciousness. 

(Towards the end of Mr. Mukherjee’s speech a group of people disturbed 
the proceedings and shouted slogans claiming that Netaji did not die and 
would return. All the invited guests on the dais, the entire assembly of over 
three thousand people and the organisers remained calm and behaved with 
great dignity during the disturbance. The proceedings were resumed after 
the trouble-makers left. Security arrangements for the most prestigious 
International Conference on Netajis birthday were totally absent, Ed) 


> 
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Shigemoto Okuda 
(Japan) 

Ladies and gentlemen, Chairman of International Netaji Centenary 
Committee, Dr. Sisir Bose, and members of Netaji Research Bureau! 

I would like to express my sincere thanks for inviting me to Centenary 
Inaugural Convention at Netaji Bhawan of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the national hero of India, and the world’s great man whom I respect the 
most.As I was one of the military coordinators of Hikari Organ dispatched 
from Japanese Army to our allied force of Indian National Army (INA) 
fighting under the command of Supreme Commander Netaji aiming to 
obtain the independence of India, it is the greatest honor and pleasure for 
me to be able to attend this magnificent and important conference today on 
behalf of our old comrades of Japan who shared their lots with INA’s 
comrades in the severe battle fields. 

Now, please let me convey the message from our old comrades, best 
wellwishers of India in Japan that they wish the great success of this 
conference and the best of health of dear friends gathering here today since 
I was asked by them before I left Japan. 

I also would like to inform you that we sincerely wish every day that 
the holy ash and remains of Netaji return to his mother country India while 
as many of us, old comrades of the battle fields are still alive as long as the 
rest of our lives continue although the average age of our fellow soldiers is 
going to exceed 80 years old. They have been guarding the holy ash and 
remains of Netaji lying at Renkoji Temple in Tokyo with their greatest 
respect, and holding memorial services for the anniversary of Netaji’s death 
every year since 1945. 

Although it is my personal matter, one of my dearest elder brothers 
who was conscripted as a soldier of Japanese Army is still buried in the 
trench in Kanglatongbi, the suburb of Imphal, and has not yet returned to 
Japan. The last words he left me when I accidentaly met him after the 
interval of a few years in the jungle around the border between India and 
Burma were “I believe we will be discharged from the military service and 
be able to go back to Japan when this operation to support India’s Indepen- 
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dence terminates. Let’s return to peaceful Japan in good health.” 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were killed 
in action of the war with INA’s soldiers should have strongly felt nostalgia 
in the battle fields far away from their mother country although they well 
understood their important duty, the joint operation with INA, and were 
anxi ous about the future of their wives and children till their last moment. 
Upon visiting the land of India this time, my heart is truly filled with deep 
emotion thinking over themselves and their families. I would like to visit the 
land of Imphal some day in near future to mourn for the dead soldiers of the 
Great Britain’s Armies also who sacrificed themselves for the respective 
national policies as well as the soldiers of the Allied Army consisted by ENA 
and Japanese Army, and pray for the eternal peace and happiness of the 
people all over the world. 

Recently, Japanese televisions and newspapers are often broadcasting 
programs and publishing explanatory articles regarding the situation of 
remarkable economic development and future potentiality of the great 
nation, India, our powerful friend in AsiEt blessed with 900 millions of 
excellent human resources and the vast land. Whenever we get in touch 
with these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the facts happened 
in our country. 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people of your . 
country and Japanese people are firmly tied through Netaji and INA which 
Netaji commanded, pass down the historical truth in which we cooperated 
each -other with our utmost efforts for the achievement of the same target 
from generation to generation, and establish better understanding and 
closer tie-up relation between the two nations and both nations’ people for 
a long, long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous prosperity of the 
nation of India, the best of health and happiness of you all. 

Finally, I would like to close my greeting introducing the song of INA 
which I sang with INA’s soldiers in the jungle around the border flying the 
national flag of India every morning 50 years before although my memory 
becomes uncertain. 

# % 

(Mr. Okuda concluded by Singing the INA Song. Ed.) 
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Grams : SUVASBOS 
CALCUTTA 


Telephone : 475 0139 
Fax : 91-33-718255 



INTERNATIONAL NETAJI CENTENARY COMMITTEE 
NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 

NETAJI BHAWAN 

38/2, LALA LAJPAT RAI ROAD • CALCUTTA-700 020 • INDIA 

Chairman 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 


20 December 1995 


Mr. Shigemoto Okuda 
25-21-2 Nishi Azabu 
Minato-Ku 
Tokyo , JAPAN 

Dear Mr. Okuda, 

It gives me much pleasure to invite you most cordially to 
attend the Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention at Netaji 
Bhawan, Calcutta, from 21 to 23 January 1996. Fraternal 
delegates from a number of other countries, viz, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Burma, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Germany and United 
States will attend. When I met the Japanese Ambassador in 
India in New Delhi on 30 November last we thought of you as 
a fraternal delegate from Japan. Kindly confirm your 
acceptance early. It will be our pleasure to offer you full 
hospitality in Calcutta from 20 to 24 January 1996. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 





THE STATESMAN, MONDAY JANUARY 22, 1996 


• . . * , t • ! 

A discussion on Netaji 
in the proper perspective 


STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 

CALCUTTA. Jan. 21. *ir 
Nnlo|l IibcJ boon nllvn. lie would 
have rclutned lo flglil for Ills 
country's Independence, nol 
lived like a Tugitlvo In anoll.icr 
counlry". 

This was said liy Mr M. Can- 
dliinntlien. a furinor soldier In 
Subbash Chandra Uosc's Indian 
National Army, ol a discussion 
on "Nolojl. Indio and World War 
IT, organized by Nclnjl Research 
bureau as pari or Ills cnnlnnory 
cclnbrnllons. 

•The discussion was unique. 
Mr Molininmede Sira) of. I’ok- 
Islnn. Mr S. UkudSi of |apan. Mr 
7,all Maw of |npan and Mr 
Candliinathaii ol Malaysia, who 
had assoclolcd with Nclnjl dur- 
ing Ills struggle Tor India's 
Independence, recounted Ihnlr' 
experiences. 

historians Ralol Ifyiy. I Inrl 
Vasudcvan and Riidrangsbu 
Mukhcr|ee. on Iho oilier band, 
sought lo put tliqlr views In 
proper pcrspfccllvo. 

Tire olTorl was nol merely lo 
revive the past. Inil work In- 
wards a boiler future and de-. 
bunk niyllis surrounding NeloJI. 
said Mr Slslr Dose. 'the leader's 
nophow. This was necossary ns 
Netaji strove Tor a heller fuluto 
nol only Tor India, but for 
\SiiuTh-F.ast Asia too. lie sold. 

Mr S. Okudu. was the young-' 
esl member of the Hiker! Klnkan 


when Nelajl visited Japan. Now 
an old moit. Mr Ukudn hoped 
llial llin freedom fighter's ashes 
would bn returned lu India as 
soon ns posslblo while he was 
sllll alive. 

Ho sold every year! Ihe INA's 
nntlinm was snug along the 
tmlln-Mynnmor lender In mum- 
my ol the soldiers who sacri- 
ficed Ihnlr It vii5 lor Ihe army's 
Ideals. 

* lie wished India success In lls 
drive. towards economic progr- 
ess and hoped Imlo-japamisn 
relations remained cordial 
olways. 

Mr Mohammed Slrnl. son id 
Abad Khan who hosted Nnln|Ts 
slay In 1’nklslnii during Ids 'grunt 
usenpn* from India, described 
Ihe freedom fighter ns n man 
quick III adapt lo the customs of 
Inn places lie vlsllutl. 

‘Ho ale ImnL learul the un- 
moor. and lived like Ihe Muslims 
hohne leaving Tor Kabul nil mute 
to Russia*, ho said. 

Ur Znll Maw of Myanmar rem- 
inisced on Iho (lavs when Ids 
father. Un Mew. end Neln|l 
worked together to chalk mil the 
freedom of Ihnlr respective 
con till Ics. 

Ills fnlhnr gnvn ‘tmsllulnd 
support* Id Suhhnsh Chandra 
Itoso In establishing llin Inillnn 
National Army. ‘The luilnpeu- 
deuce that Nclnjl and tin Maw 
visualized was thn Imleptm 1 

dcnco llinl Ihtollv came lu Mvnn-. 

• • 


hjinnr mid Indio”. Mr Maw snld. 
i| Eviiu lluiugli Ihe strategies 
t .adopted by Netnll llin Mvon- 
ninrn.se freedom Pij’liVors 
differed. limy were unlled In 
llirr resolve Tor l.eedmn. hn 
Sniff. 

f Mr M. (Iimdldnnllimi. who 
lind served In llin INA. rn- 
connlcd llm I held mils Inaditm lo 
Nelnjls death lo emphasize llinl 
Snblinsh Dose Inst Ids lilts soon 
nfler Ids plane crashed ill 
Tnilioku. Taiwan, on August III. 
1 !Nr». 

*Nulnjl maybe nllvn In spirit, 
bol It Is im|Mir Innl to lie realistic 
and accept Ids death". lie sold. 
''Only limit mil we brln|» buck Ids 
ashes In bill colours mid allow 
Ids soul lo rest In |inni:n”. 

Analysing these nccoonls 
0|;nlnsl Ihe backdrop ol llm crisis 
sin rmindiiig Netnji's nslies. Mr 
Riitliniif’sliti Mnkiierjee said it 
was vital lo contemplate on llin 
freedom Imhler s vision Tor llin 
fnlnre onil nsk nneselT II Im 
would appreciate lining treated 
as n doily. It was Important not 
lo lose our critical spirit In 
nnnlv 5 lti|; Nclnjl. llm frnedrim 
Holder and social activist.* Im 
snid. 

I’ruT. Vnsndevan snid there 
were several paps In our know- 
ledge of llm events In Natali's 
llin. Hence. Information on lids 
period had hi he gathered 
through systeinnlh: research to 
ovoid misinterpretation. 
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ThePresident DrSDSharma, releasing a book, ‘Essential Writings ofNetaji', edited by Dr Sisir Kumar Bose. Nelaji’s nephew (right), at a function at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Wednesday. — PTI. 
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The Statue of 

Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose 

will be unveiled by 
Dr. Shankar Dayal Sharma 
President of India 
at Parliament House, New Delhi 
on Thursday, the 23rd January, 1 997 at 9.30 A.M. 

You are cordially invited to attend the function. 

(Kindly' bo In your seat In tlio Central Hall by 9.15 A M.) 

From ! 

Parliament of India 


n.s.v.p. 

W.G. Branch 

phono* j 3034404, 3034406 & 3034400 
Fax : 3034410 Q 30107GQ 


NOT TRANSFERABLE 


(Denso bring thla card with you. 
No bond bag*, briefcase* etc. 
are allowed.] 


UNVIilLING OF TIIE STATUE OP NETAJI SUIJIIA5 CIIANDHA BOSK 

IN PARLIAMENT HOUSE 



Thursday, the 23rd January, 1997 

PROGRAMME 

0915 hrs. 

Members of Parliament and olher dignitaries lake their seals in 
Central Mall 

0930 lirs. 

President, Dr. Shanker Dayal Shnrina arrives at Gate No. 5, 
Parliament 1 louse 

0932 hrs. 

President unveils (he Statue of Netajl Sublias Chandra Bose 

0936 hrs. 

The President and olher dignitaries arrive at the dais in the Central Hall 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

0938 hrs. 

Speech by Slui Kshltl Goswami, Minister in charge, P.W.D, on 
behalf of Government of West Bengal, Donor of the Statue of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

0943 hrs. 

Address by the Speaker, Lok Sabha 

0948 hrs. 

Address by the Prime Minister 

0955 hrs. 

Address by the Vice-President of India & Chairman, Rnjya Sabha 

1002 hrs. 

Address by the President of India 

1012 hrs. 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

1014 hrs. 

The President of India, Vice-President of India Chairman, 

Rajya Sabha, Prime Minister, Speaker, Lok Sabha leave the dais 

1016 hrs. 

Departure (Gate No. 5, Parliament House) 
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NETAJI UIRTII CENTENARY CELEBRATION 


I 


Date & Time 


22.1.1997 at 04.00 P.M. i 


Veuue 


Room No. 122, Yojana Biiavau 


(1) Welcome Address by Member Secretary 

(2) Patriotic Songs by choir 

(3) Unveiling of portrait of Netaji and release of book 
1 Snbhas Chandra Bose - Pioneer of Indian Planning ’ by 
Deputy Chairman and presentation of first copy of the 
book to Captain Laksluni Sahgal 

(4) Speech by Deputy Chairman 

(5) Speech by Captain Laksluni Sahgal 


( 6 ) 

(7) 


Speech by MOS (P&PI) . 

^Patriotic Song of Indian National 

Singing of National Anthem by choir 


Army, 1 943-45 , by 
S.Okuda,Old Comrade 
I.N.A.in Japan. 


His Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen. 


(A) 


9IIII1SJCX f-f- 


It is really great honour and pleasure for me to be able to 
attend the International Conference for "Asian Relations in 
21st Century" at Netaji Bhawan in Calcutta on behalf of the 
comrades of Hikari-Kikan military coordinators who were assigned 
to act between INA forces and Japanese army at the front of 
battlefield. 

Taking this valuable opportunity, I would like to emphasize 
to the attendants of the meetings how INA soldiers fought bravely 
during the joint operation with Japanese army against British 
forces for the independence of the country under the orders 
given by Supreme Commander of INA, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I was serving as a military coordinator attached to Special 
Tactical & Intelligence Unit of INA assigned by Hikari-Kikan, 
as if I was spiritually the same as the proper INA soldier living 
together on duty for 24 hours then always ready to go into action 
at any moment sacrificing our own life for the battle of 
Independence of India with great honour. 

The above-mentioned INA unit which I belonged was dispatched 
from Singapore well in advance the arrival of the main INA forces 
by divisional scale to the borderland between Burma and India 
in order to enable them to participate in the joint operation 
with spear-head battalions of Japanese army, 60th Infantry 
Regiment of 15th Division, who dashed toward Imphal through 
steep mountain paths across the range, but joint operation forces 
of Japanese army and INA taking along only light arms to break 
through deep in the mountains and valleys around the border 
on foot defeated after consuming all supply of ammunition and 
provisions before reached their destination because of powerful 
counter offensive made by British forces at their heavily armored 
Assam defence positions. 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were 
killed in action of the war with INA's soldiers should have 
strongly felt nostalgia in the battlefields far away from their 
mother country although they well understood their important 
duty, the joint operation with INA. 

Today, Japanese TV and newspapers are often reporting 
explanatory articles concerning the situation of outstanding 
economic development and future possibility of the great country, 
India, our poweful colleague in Asia blessed with 900 millions 
of efficient human resources and the extensive land. Whenever 
we hear these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the 
matters happened in Japan. 
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We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people 
of your nation and Japanese people are strongly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down also the 
historical truth in which we cooperated each other with our 
maximum endeavour for the achievement of the same target from 
generation to generation, and establish better understanding 
and closer cooperative relation between the two nations and 
both nations' people for a long time forth to come. We also 
wish tremendous development of the nation of India, the best 
of health and the nicest fortune of you all. 


Shigemoto Okuda 
On behalf of old 
comrades of INA 
in Japan 
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His Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


(B) 
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It is the greatest honour and pleasure for me to be invited 
and to be able to attend the Centenary Conference of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, the great man borne in Asia and the hero 
of independence of India whom we respect the most as one of 
the members of Hikari-Kikan who was assigned as Military 
Coordinator of Indian National Army (INA) which made a joint 
operation with Japanese army under the Supreme Commander Netaji. 

For us Japanese, India is the closest country in terms of our 
daily life. For example, Budism has taken roots as nation's 
base of thought for a long time, Budism-related traditional 
arts and handicrafts bloomed all over the country, and Indian 
curry and rice always ranks high as a favorite dish in Japanese 
eating habits. 

Recently, Japanese TV and newspapers are often reporting 
explanatory articles concerning the situation of outstanding 
economic development and future potentiality of the great 
country, India, our powerful colleague in Asia blessed with 
900 millions of efficient human resources and the extensive 
land. Whenever we hear these news, we share our pleasure as 
if these are the matters happened in Japan. 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people 
of your nation and Japanese people are strongly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down the historical 
truth also in which we cooperated each other with our best 
efforts for the achievement of the same target from generation 
to generation, and establish better understanding and closer 
cooperative relation between the two nations and both nations' 
people not only in economy and culture but also in various fields 
for a long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous 
development of the nation of India, the best of health and the 
nicest fortune of you all. 


Shigemoto Okuda 
On behalf of old 
comrades of INA 
in Japan 




Externel Minister 
of India 
Mr Mukerjee 


Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention 
Netaji Bhawan, Calcutta, 23 January 1996 
International Delegation seated on the dais 


Representative 
of Japan 
JVIr S . Okuda 


A NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU PUBLICATION 



Proceedings of the plenary session of Netaji 
Centenary Inaugural Convention, Netaji Bhawan, 
Calcutta, 23 January 1996 

Welcome address 

Dr. Sugata Bose 
(India) 

Dr . Sugata Bose who conducted the procedings welcomed guests from 
different countries of Southeast Asia, Japan, Germany and from other parts 
of India. He particularly mentioned the former INA cadets who had been 
sent to the Imperial Military Academy in Japan by Netaji for military 
training and were now settled in Malaysia, Singapore and South India. Dr. 
Bose added : 

“It is a very great pleasure to have with us Mr. S.Okuda who was the 
youngest member of Hikari Kikan, the Japanese liaison organisation with 
- the Indian National Army. He fought shoulder to shoulder with our soldiers 
of freedom on the Northeastern frontier of India in 1944-45. It is a very great 
privilege to welcome in our midst Mrs. Tinsa Maw Naing and her daughter, 
the daughter and grand-daughter of Dr. Ba Maw. Dr. Ba Maw was the 
President of Burma during the Second World War. We have had the great 
pleasure of listening to Dr. Ba Maw’s son Mr. Zali Maw giving his reminis- 
cences of Netaji and Dr. Ba Maw at a session of this convention. We also 
extend our welcome to the delegates who have arrived from various other 
foreign countries. It is only appropriate that we have no less a person than 
the Union Minister of External Affairs Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukherjee who 
is a good friend of the Bureau to come and greet them and be with us all 
here. I will not say any formal words of welcome to the INA Officers who are 
also members of the Netaji Research Bureau including Col. Lakshmi 
Sahgal, Col. Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon and Capt. Yadava who are all here 
amidst us today. I will only say a few words about the Netaji Research 
Bureau. Although anniversaries are always very happy occasions for us we 
do not make too much of anniversaries. Because our work is continuous and 
constructive. I am happy to report to you that Netaji Research Bureau has 
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been going ahead full-steam with the publication of Netaji’s collected works. 

* Volume 9 of the 12 volumes that have to be published was released by the 
Prime Minister in September last year and we shall publish the remaining 
three volumes during the course of the centenary year. We also now have a 
one hour documentary film on Netaji on video format so that the common 
people of the country can actually see Netaji in film. All of you have long 
been familiar with the audio cassettes in which we can hear Netaji’s voice. 

The Netaji Research Bureau seeks inspiration from the past but 
refuses to be prisoners of the past. We are therefore looking forward and our 
aim is to build better relations among the countries of South Asia, most 
importantly India, Pakistan and Bangladesh on the basis of the history of 
our common anti-colonial struggle. That is why we had invited Mr. F.S. 
Aijazuddin to come and speak to us two evenings ago on the Historical 
Images of Pakistan. We also want to build closer relations with other 
countries of South East Asia. Once Netaji Centenary is over we want to 
build up the Bureau as one of the foremost international Institutes of 
contemporary economics, politics and the other social sciences. And we hope 
to achieve this with the support not only of the government but also popular 

• support from a large number of his countrymen as well as friends abroad. 
We believe that Netaji’s place in history is assured. We therefore feel that 
we would be the poorer if we fail to take a leaf out of the book of his life. He 
taught us how to negotiate the problem of difference. Rabindranath Tagore 
had once said that where there is difference, it is only by recognizing and 
respecting that difference and then restraining it in its proper place that it 
is possible to fashion unity. We cannot fashion unity by simply issuing legal 
orders which everybody will obey. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose built unity 
on the basis of respect and recognition of religious, linguistic and other 
diversities. And that is why he remains a beaconlight for better relations 
among South Asian countries and among Asian countries as a whole in 
order that we might build a better world. Netaji had ended his speech at 
Haripura in 1938 by saying “India freed means humanity saved” and that 
is the message that we want to spread throughout the world. 
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Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukherjee 
Minister of External Affairs 
Government of India* 

Dr Sisir Kumar Bose, Chairman, International Netaji Centenary 
Committee, distinguished delegates from Southeast Asian Countries and 
friends. 

I welcome the old associates of Netaji and their relatives who have 
come from different parts of Southeast Asia and this sub-continent to offer 
their respects to Netaji at the beginning of the Centenary Celebration. I 
wish all of them a good stay here. We are indebted to them that despite their 
many personal problems and advanced a&e they have thought it to be their 
duty to come and pay homage to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We salute 
them. 

Today at the inaugural ceremony of Netaji’s Birth Centenary Celebra- 
tion, we would like to offer our sincerest thanks and gratitude particularly 
to Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, not only because he is the Director of Netaji 
Research Bureau, not only because he was Netaji’s fellow-traveller during 
his Great Escape, not simply because he belongs to a family whose great 
sacrifices and sufferings for the liberation of the country are an integral part 
of the history of our freedom struggle and that he himself actively partici- 
pated in the freedom struggle. We thank him particularly because he is the 
founder of Netaji Research Bureau, the institution through which he has 
been carrying on single-handedly studies and research on Netaji. What is 
more, he has been showing to the new generation the way to the solution of 
problems of our society in the current perspective by bringing out the 
relevance of Netaji’s life, his ideals, his thoughts, dreams and aspirations. 
He is not merely recording information and doling out theories. This is the 
importance of his work. 

I sincerely feel, therefore, and I can say this particularly because I am 
a Bengali — it is not possible for other language or ethnic groups to feel the 
same way — we are very often carried away by emotion only and tend to 

*Mr. Mukherjee’s address, except for the first paragraph, has been translated from the 
original Bengali, Ed. 
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disregard logic. Overcome by emotion, we want to remain fixed to ideas as 
to what could have happened, what should have happened, what would 
have pleased us but did not happen. This is not history consciousness. I do 
not think we can show due respect to Netaji by building monuments in 
concrete. Because Netaji belonged to that category of men whose role in 
history cannot be limited by geography or to particular nations; their 
influence as true revolutionaries, preachers and philosophers transcends 
limitations of countries and nation groups and affect all humanity. There- 
fore, if we recognise Netaji only as the leading figure of India’s freedom 
struggle and one who dealt the final blow to British Imperialism, we shall 
fail to evaluate Netaji fully. This task of carrying out a total evaluation of 
Netaji is being done by Dr. Bose and his fellow-workers. That is why I am 
offering my gratitude to him on this special day. 

What is more significant than anything else is that without any 
governmental assistance or wide-ranging support from any special agency 
Dr. Bose has been carrying on with this work relying essentially on his own 
personal effort over a long period of time. I am therefore going to make a 
small announcement on behalf of the Government of India. On behalf of 
Netaji Research Bureau Dr. Bose had submitted a project to the Chairman 
of the National Centenary Committee and Prime Minister of India Shri P.V. 
Narasimha Rao to be completed in two phases. The Government have 
sanctioned Rupees six crores and twentyfive lakhs for the first phase of the 
project and the grant will be sent very soon. However, that is not the most 
important thing. What is more important is the research work that is going 
on here. When I was listening to Col. Arshad what struck me very much was 
that it was not a matter of emotion only. Because he himself admitted that 
he did not belong to the political world but was a soldier. And he has made 
an observation as a soldier in uniform and with the courage of a soldier. 
Netaji came into his life for a limited period but even during that short 
period of time Col. Arshad realised that there was something in that man 
that told him had Netaji entered India victoriously as Supreme Commander 
of the Indian National Army the history of India would have taken a 
• different course. He believed this not only because of Netaji’s personal 
attainments and personality but keeping in view Netaji’s faith, dreams, 
thoughts and his social and historical perceptions. These are scattered 
among his innumerable writings and speeches. If we can put all these 
together, study and analyse them with true research mentality — liberating 
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ourselves from all myths — and present them to the new generation, then 
alone shall we be honouring Netaji in the right manner. 

To accomplish this task we need institutions such as this. Just by 
playing upon words and high-sounding phrases, by drowing ourselves in 
mere sentiment and emotion, we shall not find the truth. But we must strive 
to arrive at the truth — what is Netaji’s relevance today, what can we 
achieve by following his programme of action, by following his thoughts and 
ideas on the basis of a total evaluation of his life-long Sadhana that he 
pursued till the last day of his life to rouse India’s national consciousness. 

V 

(Towards the end of Mr. Mukherjee’s speech a group of people disturbed 
the proceedings and shouted slogans claiming that Netaji did not die and 
would return. All the invited guests on the dais, the entire assembly of over 
three thousand people and the organisers remained calm and behaved with 
great dignity during the disturbance. The proceedings were resumed after 
the trouble-makers left. Security arrangements for the most prestigious 
International Conference on Netajis birthday were totally absent, Ed) 
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Shigemoto Okuda 
(Japan) 

Ladies and gentlemen, Chairman of International Netaji Centenary 
Committee, Dr. Sisir Bose, and members of Netaji Research Bureau! 

I would like to express my sincere thanks for inviting me to Centenary 
Inaugural Convention at Netaji Bhawan of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the national hero of India, and the world’s great man whom I respect the 
most.As I was one of the military coordinators of Hikari Organ dispatched 
from Japanese Army to our allied force of Indian National Army (INA) 
fighting under the command of Supreme Commander Netaji aiming to 
obtain the independence of India, it is the greatest honor and pleasure for 
me to be able to attend this magnificent and important conference today on 
behalf of our old comrades of Japan who shared their lots with INA’s 
comrades in the severe battle fields. 

Now, please let me convey the message from our old comrades, best 
wellwishers of India in Japan that they wish the great success of this 
conference and the best of health of dear friends gathering here today since 
I was asked by them before I left Japan. 

I also would like to inform you that we sincerely wish every day that 
the holy ash and remains of Netaji return to his mother country India while 
as many of us, old comrades of the battle fields are still alive as long as the 
rest of our lives continue although the average age of our fellow soldiers is 
going to exceed 80 years old. They have been guarding the holy ash and 
remains of Netaji lying at Renkoji Temple in Tokyo with their greatest 
respect, and holding memorial services for the anniversary of Netaji’s death 
every year since 1945. 

Although it is my personal matter, one of my dearest elder brothers 
who was conscripted as a soldier of Japanese Army is still buried in the 
trench in Kanglatongbi, the suburb of Imphal, and has not yet returned to 
Japan. The last words he left me when I accidentaly met him after the 
interval of a few years in the jungle around the border between India and 
Burma were “I believe we will be discharged from the military service and 
be able to go back to Japan when this operation to support India’s Indepen- 
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dence terminates. Let’s return to peaceful Japan in good health.” 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were killed 
in action of the war with INA’s soldiers should have strongly felt nostalgia 
in the battle fields far away from their mother country although they well 
understood their important duty, the joint operation with INA, and were 
anxious about the future of their wives and children till their last moment. 
Upon visiting the land of India this time, my heart is truly filled with deep 
emotion thinking over themselves and their families. I would like to visit the 
land of Imphal some day in near future to mourn for the dead soldiers of the 
Great Britain’s Armies also who sacrificed themselves for the respective 
national policies as well as the soldiers of the Allied Army consisted by INA 
and Japanese Army, and pray for the eternal peace and happiness of the 
people all over the world. 

Recently, Japanese televisions and newspapers are often broadcasting 
programs and publishing explanatory articles regarding the situation of 
remarkable economic development and future potentiality of the great 
nation, India, our powerful friend in Asia blessed with 900 millions of 
excellent human resources and the vast land. Whenever we get in touch 
with these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the facts happened 
in our country. 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people of your 
country and Japanese people are firmly tied through Netaji and INA which 
Netaji commanded, pass down the historical truth in which we cooperated 
each other with our utmost efforts for the achievement of the same target 
from generation to generation, and establish better understanding and 
closer tie-up relation between the two nations and both nations’ people for 
a long, long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous prosperity of the 
nation of India, the best of health and happiness of you all. 

Finally, I would like to close my greeting introducing the song of INA 
which I sang with INA’s soldiers in the jungle around the border flying the 
national flag of India every morning 50 years before although my memory 
becomes uncertain. 


(Mr. Okuda concluded by Singing the INA Song. Ed.) 
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INTERNATIONAL NETAJI CENTENARY COMMITTEE 
NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 

NETAJI BHAWAN 

38/2, LALA LAJPAT RAI ROAD • CALCUTTA-700 020 • INDIA 

Chairman 

Dr. Slsir Kumar Bose 


20 December 1995 


Mr. Shigemoto Okuda 
25-21-2 Nishi Azabu 
Minato-Ku 
Tokyo, JAPAN 

Dear Mr. Okuda, 

It gives me much pleasure to invite you most cordially to 
attend the Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention at Netaji 
Bhawan, Calcutta, from 21 to 23 January 1996. Fraternal 
delegates from a number of other countries, viz, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Burma, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Germany and United 
States will attend. When I met the Japanese Ambassador in 
India in New Delhi on 30 November last we thought of you as 
a fraternal delegate from Japan. Kindly confirm your 
acceptance early. It will be our pleasure to offer you full 
hospitality in Calcutta from 20 to 24 January 1996. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely. 



THE STATESMAN, MONDAY JANUARY 22, 1996 


* 


* 


t 



i 

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 

• CALCUTTA. Jan. 21. "If 
Nnlnjl had been nllvn. ho would 
have returned to (lp, III for Ills 
country's imlopciidcticc. not 
lived llku u fugitive In another 
country". 

This wns sold hy Mr M. (Jan- 
dliliinllinn. a funner soldier In 
Subliosh Chandro Dose's Indian 
Nntional Army, ol a discussion 
un \Noto|l. Inula ond World War 
II", organized by Ncln)l Research 
Uureati as part of Ills contnnnry 
celebrations. 

•The discussion wns * *util(|tie. 
Mr Molinnunedc Sira] of. I’nk- 
Islnil. Mr S. Okml.’i or |opnn. Mr 
Znll Mnw of Japan and Mr 
Candhlnnlhnn of Malaysia, who 
had associated with Nclnjl dur- 
ing Ills struggle for India's 
independence, recounted llielr* 
experiences. 

historians Ratal fyiy. I lari 

* Vnsudcvnn oncl Riidrongshu 
Mukher|ee. on tho other hand, 
sought to put tlujlr vlows In 
proper perspective/’ 

The olToit was not merely to 
revive the past, but work to- 
wards a bolter future and dn-. 
bunk myths surrounding Netnjl. 
said Mr Slsif Dose, Tho leader's 
nephew. This was nocossary ns 
Netnjl slrovo for a bolter future 

• not only for India, but fpr 
Smith-bast Asia too. bo said. 

Mr S. Okudu. wns Ibe young-* 
ost nioniboroftbe Hlkarl Klnkan 


when Netnjl visited Japan. Now- 
an old inou. Mr Ukudn hoped \ 
that the freedom fighter's ashes 
would bn returned to India os 
soon ns possible while bn wns 
still alive. 

Ho said every year! the INA's 
nnlhom wns sung nlmig the 
ludin-Mvnumar Imrder In mem- 
ory ol the soldiers who sacri- 
ficed their lives fur the army's 
Idcnls. 

* lie wished Indln success In Its 
tlrlvn . towards economic progr- 
ess ond Imped ludo-Jnpnneso 
relations rcmnlned cordial 
always. 

Mr Mohnmtnnd SltnJ. sou (d 
Abod Khan who hosted NetnJI's 
slay In Pakistan during bis "grant 
escape" from India, described 
the freedom fighter ns a mnn 
quick to ndnpt to the customs or 
lire places he visited. 

‘Ilo nln Ireef. learnt the un- 
moor. and lived like the Muslims 
hoboe leaving for Kabul nil route 
to Russia", bo snid. 

Dr Znll Mnw of Myanmar rem- 
inisced on the days when Ills 
lather. Un Mnw. and Nnln|! 
worked together to chalk out the 
freedom of llielr respective 
couutilcs. 

Ills father gave "unstinted 
support" to Suhhnsh Chandra 
Doso In establishing the Indian 
Notional Army. "Tun Indepen- 
dence (lint Netnjl nnd Itn Mnw 
visualized wns the liiilepem 
deuce Ihnl Dually came to Mvnn-. 


•r.liinr nnd hidin'. Mr Mnw snld. 

! Even though the strategies 
t .ndoplcd by Netnll ne-l Ibe Mynn- 
ninrese freeuoi:: lighters 

(IIITercd. they were united in 
tlirr resolve for l.ecdom. ho 
said. 

Mr M. Candhlnnlhnn. who 
linil served In iho 1NA. re- 
counted the Incidents lending to 
Netaji s death to emphasize Hint 
Siddiash Dose lost Ids llle soon 
nfler Ids plane crashed at 
Toiluiku. Tulwnn. on August HI. 
lUifr. 

’ “NelnJI maybe alive In spirit, 
but It is importnnl to be reallslh: 
nnd accept Ids death", he said. 
‘Only then can we tiring back Ids 
ashes In lull colours and allow 
Ids soul to rest In pence". 

Analysing these accounts 
against the backdrop of the crisis 
surrounding NelaJI's ashes. Mr 
Rudreugshu Mukhcricc snld It 
was vital to contemplate on the 
freedom lighter's vision for the 
future ond ask oneself II he 
would appreciate lining treated 
ns a deity. It wns Important not 
to lose our critical spirit In 
nnnlvsiug Netnjl. I lie freedom 
lighter nnd social activist.' he 
snld. 

I’rof. Vnsudevnn said therlr 
were several gaps In our know- 
ledge of the events In Nolnll's 
ilia. Hence, inlormnllnn on tills 
period had to Ire gathered 
through systematic research to 
avoid misinterpretation . 
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xx)k, 4 Essential Writings of Netaji\ edited by Dr Sisir Kumar Bose , Netaji's nephew (right), 
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The Statue of 

Netaji Subhos Chandra Bose 


will be unveiled by 
Dr. Sbankor Dayal Sharma 
Presldont of India 
at Parliament Molise, New Delhi 
on Thursday, the 23rd January, 1 997 at 9.30 A.M. 
You are cordially invited to attend the function. 
(Kindly bo In your seat In tho Central Hall by 9.15 A.M.) 


From : 

Parliament of India 


/T.5.KP. 

W.6. nranclt 

plionoi : 3034404, 3034400 0 3034400 
Fax : 3034410 G 301076G 


NOT TnANSFEfl ABLE 


(Flense bring this card with y°u* 
No bond bags, brief case! etc. 
• re allowed. 1 


UNVIilLING or TIIE STATUE Ol J NETAJI SUIJIIAS CHANDRA ROSE 

IN PARLIAMENT HOUSE 



Thursday, the 2 3rd January, 1997 

PROGRAMME 

0915 hrs. 

Members of Parliament and other dignitaries take their seats in 
Central Mall 

0930 lirs. 

President, Dr. Slianker Dayal Shnrina arrives at Gate No. 5, 
Parliament Mouse 

0932 hrs. 

President unveils the Statue of Nctaji Subiias Chandra Oose 

0936 hrs. 

The President and oilier dignitaries arrive at the dais in the Central Hall 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

0938 hrs. 

Speech by Slirl Ksliltl Goswami, Minister in charge, P.W.D, on 
behalf of Government of West Bengal, Donor of the Statue of 
Nelaji Subiias Chandra Bose 

0943 hrs. 

Address by the Speaker, Lok Sablia 

0948 hrs. 

Address by the Prime Minister 

0955 hrs. 

Address by the Vice-President of India & Chairman, Rajya Sablia 

1002 hrs.- 

Address by the President of India 

1012 hrs. 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

1014 hrs. 

The President of India, Vice-President of India & Chairman, 
Rajya Sablia, Prime Minister, Speaker, Lok Sablia leave the dais 

1016 lirs. 

Departure (Cote No. 5, Parliament House) • 
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- •• • . •» GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ■ ' '7 • 
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•MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

t - _ . , . 1 /• ' _ 

. . V DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE” ? 
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/./ request your presence at the inauguration 
- • * ' • ^of * 


I : 
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' * • ” J. • of ■ 

' NETAJI SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE 


v> 


A s r > by •• * 

DR. SHANKED DAYAL SHARMA 
' , PRESIDENT OR INDIA 

__ 1 

,Cn Thursday, 23rd January 1997\ 

’ . at '1 1 a.m. . V. ' ' 


i 


* - 

. I 


at' Diwan-e-Aam, Red Fort, New Delhi.- . 


Please see instructions overleaf. 




RSVR : 3.3831 85, 3384S6I, 3389608 




PROGUAMME 

• I 

NETAJI BIRTH CENTENARY CELEBRATION 


Date & Time 
Venue 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

( 3 ) 


( 4 ) 

( 5 ) 

( 6 ) 
( 7 ) 


22.1.1997 at 04.00 P.M. , 

Room No. 122, Yojana Bliavan 


Welcome Address by Member Secretary 
Patriotic Songs by choir 

Unveiling of portrait of Netaji and release of book 
* Subhas Chandra Bose - Pioneer of Indian Planning' by 
Deputy Chairman and presentation of first copy of the 
book to Captain Lakshmi Sahgal 

Speech by Deputy Chairman 

Speech by Captain Laksluni Sahgal 

Speech by MOS (P&PI) . 

^Patriotic Song of Indian National Army, 1 943-45, by 

Singing of National Anthem by choir £ ^ da '°“ p ^“ rade 
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His Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen. 


(A) 




It is really great honour and pleasure for me to be able to 
attend the International Conference for "Asian Relations in 
21st Century" at Netaji Bhawan in Calcutta on behalf of the 
comrades of Hikari-Kikan military coordinators who were assigned 
to act between INA forces and Japanese army at the front of 
battlefield. 

Taking this valuable opportunity, I would like to emphasize 
to the attendants of the meetings how INA soldiers fought bravely 
during the joint operation with Japanese army against British 
forces for the independence of the country under the orders 
given by Supreme Commander of INA, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I was serving as a military coordinator attached to Special 
Tactical & Intelligence Unit of INA assigned by Hikari-Kikan, 
as if I was spiritually the same as the proper INA soldier living 
together on duty for 24 hours then always ready to go into action 
at any moment sacrificing our own life for the battle of 
Independence of India with great honour. 

The above-mentioned INA unit which I belonged was dispatched 
from Singapore well in advance the arrival of the main INA forces 
by divisional scale to the borderland between Burma and India 
in order to enable them to participate in the joint operation 
with spear-head battalions of Japanese army, 60th Infantry 
Regiment of 15th Division, who dashed toward Imphal through 
steep mountain paths across the range, but joint operation forces 
of Japanese army and INA taking along only light arms to break 
through deep in the mountains and valleys around the border 
on foot defeated after consuming all supply of ammunition and 
provisions before reached their destination because of powerful 
counter offensive made by British forces at their heavily armored 
Assam defence positions. 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were 
killed in action of the war with INA's soldiers should have 
strongly felt nostalgia in the battlefields far away from their 
mother country although they well understood their important 
duty, the joint operation with INA. 

Today, Japanese TV and newspapers are often reporting 
explanatory articles concerning the situation of outstanding 
economic development and future possibility of the great country, 
India, our poweful colleague in Asia blessed with 900 millions 
of efficient human resources and the extensive land. Whenever 
we hear these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the 
matters happened in Japan. 


Page 1 . 


We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people 
of your nation and Japanese people are strongly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down also the 
historical truth in which we cooperated each other with our 
maximum endeavour for the achievement of the same target from 
generation to generation, and establish better understanding 
and closer cooperative relation between the two nations and 
both nations' people for a long time forth to come. We also 
wish tremendous development of the nation of India, the best 
of health and the nicest fortune of you all. 


Shigemoto Okuda 
On behalf of old 
comrades of INA 
in Japan 
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His Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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(B) 




It is the greatest honour and pleasure for me to be invited 
and to be able to attend the Centenary Conference of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, the great man borne in Asia and the hero 
of independence of India whom we respect the most as one of 
the members of Hikari-Kikan who was assigned as Military 
Coordinator of Indian National Army (INA) which made a joint 
operation with Japanese army under the Supreme Commander Netaji. 

For us Japanese, India is the closest country in terms of our 
daily life. For example, Budism has taken roots as nation's 
base of thought for a long time, Budism-related traditional 
arts and handicrafts bloomed all over the country, and Indian 
curry and rice always ranks high as a favorite dish in Japanese 
eating habits. 

Recently, Japanese TV and newspapers are often reporting 
explanatory articles concerning the situation of outstanding 
economic development and future potentiality of the great 
country, India, our powerful colleague in Asia blessed with 
900 millions of efficient human resources and the extensive 
land. Whenever we hear these news, we share our pleasure as 
if these are the matters happened in Japan. 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people 
of your nation and Japanese people are strongly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down the historical 
truth also in which we cooperated each other with our best 
efforts for the achievement of the same target from generation 
to generation, and establish better understanding and closer 
cooperative relation between the two nations and both nations 1 
people not only in economy and culture but also in various fields 
for a long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous 
development of the nation of India, the best of health and the 
nicest fortune of you all. 


Shigemoto Okuda 
On behalf of old 
comrades of INA 
in Japan 


ARM! 


..VISHWAB PATi li. 


n ! !'. it; a wtiii -known fact that Indio gm, bidependenee nude;, 
the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, who wa^ed a non-- violent war 
against the British Raj. However, tliis is only half the truth. 
There were many Indian revolutionaries who thought they could 
obtain independence only on the strength of the sword. It is for 
this purpose alone that an indomitable leader like Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose founded an army in Malaya, which fought against the 
British in Burma. This army was fully backed by the Japanese 
Government, the Japanese Prime Minister and the Imperial General 
Head Quater (IGHQ) in the critical period of World war II. 

Although British Generals like Slim and others have described the 
Indian National Army (INA) soldiers as porters and as Jiffs 
( Japanese inspired fifth column ), archaeological sources and 
pages of recent history prove that they were real patriots. Due 
to the failure of the Burma Campaign the unfortunate Japanese 
commanders were branded as inefficient, but history clarifies 
that they were fighting for a cause. They fought mainly for 
places of strategic importance around Imphal and Burma box-der but 
also supported the cause of the emancipation of 38 crores of 
Indian people. 

Major Fujiwara, whose F-Kikan, a liason organization proved 

to be a catalyst to the birth of the First I.N.A., was a juni— * 
ft 

or officer in the Eight section of Second Bureau of the l.G.H.Q. 
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His Indian counterpart Major Mohan Singh was also a fiery Young 
mar in his late twentic?s* They /net each other in tine war— torn 
lubber p I a ; La. t icr-.s of Malaya. Although Blngapur was co natter ed 
tc be- the ba*:-. ticn of the British Empire it fell into the hands. of 
the Nippo soldiers within a few days. Gn 17th Feb. 1942, 45,000 
Indian soldiers were handed over like cattle to Major Fajiwara in 
Farrer park by the British colonel Hunt. The Indian soldiers 
were simply shocked at the treatment meted out to them by their 
masters. They were already facing inequality in the Army, were 
prohibited entry to the same officers club, denied promotions and 
not given the kings commission. Even then they were fighting at 
the expense their own country to help the British Empire keep 
India under subjugation. In this indignant mood their nation- 
alistic spirit was further roused by nationlist like 
Raghwan , Menon , 

Swami Satyanand Puri, A.M.Sahaya, S.C.Goho and others. They had 
already founded Indian Independence league ( IIL ) branches in 
Panang, Singapur, Bangkok, Ipoh and many other towns in the Far 
East. 


Delegates from various cities in the Far East, as well as 
Indian soldiers assembled at the Bangkok and Tokyo conferences 
and took an oath to attain Indepedence for India. Rash Behari 
Bose, an old Indian revolutionary was chosen as the president. 
He was the one who had fled to Tokyo, the then t^cca of revolu 
tionaries in the Far East. Rash Behari passed his time in the 


company of the revolutionary Toyama Mistaru of Black Dragon 
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Society, with a turning desire to win .Liberty for his motherland. 

tKe s*pp -ot t-ijAC- ! iy 'the Vdortel Wo* . ;_o 

... ! in L i on. ..I An - , the 

di&in tS&rat tOA in -the- ocz&na-$d.ifi0*t , war fc j we $ec tftcy A^d 5ur.pl — 
«iun, the struggle between the civilians and the armymen, it's 
revolutionary Zeal died down. In such dire circumstances 


S.C.Bose 

was the only ray of hope for them. 


A born leader like Subhash Chandra Bose presided twice ovei 1 
the Indian National Congress. A most pragmatic leader, modernist 
in his outlook and of no less a stature than that of Jawuharlal 
Neharu , S.C.Bose spoke of family planning, dreamt of Five Year*.- — 
Plans and industrial development even in those days. He welcomed 
the Second World War as a God given opportunity for the dethrone — 
merit of the British Empire*. Inspite of being a disciple of 
Mahatma Gandhi lie challenged the Mahatma openly and defeated his 
candidate in the election fox* the presidentship of the Indian 
National Congress. Hie British machinery considered him the 
number one enemy and put him behind bai*s. He fled from prison 
in disguise and crossed the Afghan countryside on foot. He wan- 
dedred desperately through Europe, pexticulary through Hitler's 
Germany, in quest of freedom. Indians in East Asia invited him to 
lead them. Shubash Chandra Bose, who was known as Netaji (a Great 
Leader) was a real leadei' of the Masses. His charimastic person- 
ality stood out in a militax*y uniform, he was the cynosure of 
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all Indians in the Far East. Bose revamped the I.N.A. and founded 
a war- time parallel government which was recognised by nine Axis 
|\ c'oun Lr i tiii like Japan, Italy, etc. He proclaimed himself Lhe 

supreme commander and gave the war cry of 'Chalo Delhi ’( 'Onward 
Delhi'). In response to Bose's call for "Total mobilisation", 
Indians in the Far East contributed their maximum Wealth and 
became fakirs (Paupers). The British historians accused Netaji 
for extracting money from the poor. But thelfg are numerous in — 
stance where women voluntarily offered their ornaments and washer- 
men, watchmen offered their passbooks in open assemblies. When 
the merchants asked Netaji what percent they should offer, the 
leader retorted, "Tell me, do our soldiers fight and ask what 
percent of their blood they should spill?" Every action of his 
was directed towards one goal and that was the emancipation of 

% 

his country. The British have been deliberately painting a black 
picture of Netaji. The reason behind this attitude of the Brit- — 
ish was that they were excessively proud of their British Indian 
Army i3 and could not endure even the thought of rebellion 

in it. Therefore Subhash Bose was and continues to remain a 
"Real war criminal" in the British eyes. Two years back Netaji's 
nephew Sishir told me in Calcutta that, "The British have forgiven 
Hitler but they have not forgiven Netaji". One Mr. Habib, a 
millionaire from Rangoon willingly gave away all his wealth and 
became a pauper for Netaji's 3ake. After the war he was delib- 
erately arrested, interrogated and compelled to make a statement 
that Bose had extracted money from him by force. This incident 
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appears in an unpublished autobiography of Colonel Dhillon, the 

hero of the Red For l Trial . All these efforts were nothing but 

an < 1 1 on I p « , is. w i \ ' i in e '.-a,, * *.> unu imc oi trie 

Indian ansi J< , a io. • ' heroes who' .1 aid down in- ■ ; Vi ; .... U i ;u way 

to Delhi. Come historians have described the alliance between 

Japan and the I.N.A. as a "Jungle Alliance". But the logic 
behind it's existence was a fight against a common enemy. 
Although the freedom Army was criticised as turncoats, quislings 
and traitors, it was inspired by Patriotic fervour. When in — 
fluential Indian leaders like Gandhi, Azad and Neharu were behind 
bars, the INA kept its flag flying high in the Far East. Neta- 
ji 's cry of "Give me blood I promise you freedom", cherished the 
ambition of Indian people for freedom. 


There is no doubt that there were internal clashes, ego 
problems, lack of understanding between Kikan's and INA during the 
hectic days of war. But Netaji was right from the beginning 
supported by General Tojo. He welcomed Netaji to the 82nd ex- 
traordinary session of the National Diet on 16th June 1943 and 
declared, "We are indignant about the fact that India is still 
under the ruthless suppression of Britain and are in full sym- 
pathy 

with her desperate struggle for independence " . Neta j i was 

« 

invited by the Emperor of Japan, he delivered speeches in H*biya 
park, before students of Tokyo University and was felicitated on 
several occasions. "The order of the Rising Sun", wa3 to be 
conferred on him but he declined it politely and assured that he 
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would be worthy of it, only after 

that no other leader ha:; received 
co prosper liv sphere" . 


his country's liberty. I feel 
such an honour in the "Japanese 


In fact, the previous plan of the Imphal campaign that is 
"Operation 21" had been opposed by General Mutaguchi as an impos- 
sible task. But later on he himself chalked out the plan for the 
Imphal campaign,Netaji's emotional pressure must have been one of 
the reasons . 


An important question raised by history is whether Japan had 
designs on India | But Netaji was condifent of the credentials of 
Japan. Even the first British historian of INA Hugh Toye has 
admitted that General Mutaguchi asked Netaji for occupation of 
liberated areas in Memiyo, when Imphal was about to fall. 

Mutaguchi was so confident of Victory that in Memiyo he told 
a Visitor in his garden that, "My officers do everything, I just 
tend my roses". Netaji urged him to keep open the road from 
Imphal to Kohima. "The British will withdrawn as they always 
did". But Mutaguchi retorted , "Imphal is the lake, in which # 
intend to net the fish". But unfortunately, due to the non-co- 
operation of his companions, "ifjie monsoon, the fish turned into a 
crocodile and ate away the net. 

I 

The Imphal campaign was already delayed, planning and replan- 
ning, as a result of the manoeuvering of maps and late signals 
given by To jo himself. The Japanese forces attacked Imphal with 
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only three weeks' ration. Half of Kohima was conquered and 
Imphal was ensnared by the Japanese forces. Captain Laxmi, the 
lady commander of NctaJ 1 told me that "Victory was within reach" . 
Unfortunately the entire Japanese air -forces was diverted to the 
Pacific battle. Even without air-cover the Indian and Japanese 
soldiers came close to victory on empty stomachs, but General 
Slim reorganised his forces and with the help of the Americans he 
regained his strength- A large stock of food was lying in D im a — 
pore . Mutaguchi ordered Sato to advance on Dimapore - But 
starved Sato countermand$/Mutaguchi"s order. The British were 
alarmed at the advance of the Indo-Nippo army. If Imphal had 
fallen and the Japanese had got a foothold in Netaji^s Bengal 
there would have been panic in India- The question was, who 
would hold the longest? Netaji was eager to enter India with the 
INA and start a revolution- Mutaguchi desperately told his 
men, "There must be no room for historians of the future to say we 
left something undone which we ought to have done". But 
destiny , however , played a strange role. 

The untimely monsoon, lack of air super iority and other 
reasons contributed to the failure of the Imphal campaign. 

Because of sheer misfortune, the fighting INA and Japanese armies 
were unable to taste the fruits of success. On the thorny paths 
of Imphal and Kohima, in the heavy monsoon, coping with perils 
like leeches, maggots, malaria and other tropical diseases and 
the ravages of war itself, more that 13,376 Japanese lost their 
lives. The dethronement of the P.M.of Japan who had geared the 
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campaign, "the end of Mutaguchi's career and the untimely death of 

General Terauchi were the horrors of the war. 

The INA soLdlcrs fought vehemently against their British 
masters. The POWs turned patriots in thousands. This was a 
miracle in history. Though they failed, they succeeded in paving 
a path for freedom. The INA was tried in the Red Fort for waging 
a war against the king Emperor of Britain, but the INA soldiers 
were glorified by the Indians as their heroes and the drama of 
the trial had to be wound up. The British came to the conclusion 
that they could no longer hold the huge nation by the strength of 
mere force. The day of freedom drew closer. More than 13,000 
Japanese lost their lives unwept and unsung. But they had sacri- 
ficed their precious lives for India, the birth place of the 
great Buddha, their Saviour and thereby were in a way repaying 
their debt to India. 


VISHWAS PATIL; 

Flat No. 1, 

17 , ' Sharavati ' , 

Bara Bunglows , 

Kopri Colony, 

Thane (E) - 400 603, 
MAHARASHTRA, 

INDIA. 
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20th October 1997 


His Excellency Siddharth Singh 
Ambassador of India in Japan 


Dear Excellency: 

Please let us express sincere and profound gratitude for your 
inviting us, old comrades of ina freedom fighters to the 
reception of Anniversary of the Provisional Government of Asad 
Hind Day to be held tomorrow, 21st October. 

I have exchanged greetings with Executive Director of Netaji 
Bhawan in Calcutta, Dr. Sisir Bose. As the words of appreciation 
to Your Excellency are included in his letter, I would like 
to convey these to Your Excellency with a great deal of pleasure. 

Looking forward to seeing Your Excellency tomorrow evening. 

Most sincerely yours. 



Shigemoto Okuda 


ym 

attach 


'97-10-20 10:53 
FROM : SISIR 8. KRISHNA BOSE 


US} 

PHONE NO. : 91 33^?48255 
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Oct. 16 1997 06 : 38R1 P01 


Omni : SUVASBOS 
CALCUTTA 



TtWplion* : 47&-613V 

•74.B0T0 

: T1-3M74MW 


NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 


AN INSTITUTE OP HISTORY. POLITICS AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

NETAJI BHAWAN 

38/2, LALA LAJPAT RAI ROAD e CALCUTTA-700 020 


Executive Director 
Di. Sislt Kumei Bote 


October 16, 1997 


Mr . Shigemoto Okuda 

2-21*25 Nishi-Azabu 

Mlnato-ku 

Tokyo 106 

Japan 

Fax i 3-3486-832 7 

Dear Mr. Okuda, 

I thank you very much for your kind letter of 
October 14, .1.997. On the occasion of the coming anniversary 
of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind on October 21, 
1997, 1 and Notaji Research bureau send to all old 
Japanese comrades of the 1NA and their families our 
warm greetings and good wishes. Z have no doubt that 
friendship between Japan and India based on common struggle 
and sacrifice in the cause of India's freedom will endure. 

We shall build Indof Japanese cooperation in all fieldB of 
human developmentrv/elfare in the years to come on that 
friendship. ^ 

Please convey to H . E.Siddharth Singh, Indian 
Ambassador in Japan, our sincere appreciation of his 
visit to Renkoji Temple on August IB, 1997, to offer 
homage to Netaji. I have also learnt with great pleasure 
that the Ambassador has invited old Japanese comrades 
of INA to dinner on Ootober 21, 1997, a historic day 
in our struggle for independence. This is a very thoughtful 
gesture on the part of the Ambassador. 

1 shall be happy to convey your greetings to the 
conference of freedom fighters being held in Chennai on 
October 21, 1997, which I shall attend accompanied by 
my wife Mrs. Krishna Bose M.P. and son Professor Sugata Bose. 

Long live Indo- Japanese tri 
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14th October 1997 


Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose & 

Mrs. Krishna Bose 
Neta j i Bhawan 
Calcutta, India 
Pax: 91-33-474-8255 

Dear Dr. & Mrs. Bose: 

We, old comrades in Japan of Indian National Army commanded 
by Netaji would like to express a great deal of respect, and 
at the same time, we regard you as our pride for the precious 
activities of yourself who continue making efforts day and night 
to convey the spirit and footmark of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the great and noble national hero who devoted his life to the 
independence and prosperity of Indian subcontinent to the 900 
millions of Indian nation alive at present, and to encourage 
the desire of Indian people who are working for the nation's 
rise. Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose as Chairman, and Mrs. Krishna Bose 
as a member of Indian Parliament with the many members of Netaji 
Bhawan and the sympathizers. 

We are invited to the dinner to celebrate Azad Hind Day at the 
Ambassador's residence with many survivors and their families 
from all over Japan thanks to the warm and deep consideration 
of The Indian Ambassador to Japan, H. E. Siddharth Singh, and 
are given a valuable opportunity to talk over the 
fondly-remembered memories which we experienced in the 
battlefield and share our pleasure with the comrades of INA 
more than 50 years ago. 

We would be very pleased should you also express your 
appreciation to the warmhearted sympathy of H. E. Siddharth 
Singh to us, INA-related personnel, and to the friendship of 
all members of The Indian Embassy. 

It deems both of you are going to attend the celebration assembly 
of Azad Hind Day which is held on 21st October in Madras. Please 
convey our message that we sincerely wish the great success 
of the assembly, tremendous prosperity of India, and happiness 
of all Indian people to our friends, old members of INA and 
all other participants. 


Most sincerely yours 


JAI HIND 


Shigemoto Okuda 
on behalf of Old 
Comrades of INA in 
Japan 

Pax: 3-3486-8327 (Res ) 



3-3591 -9084 ( Of c ) 
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"The darkest hour 
always precedes the dawn . " 

— Subhas Chandra Bose 


Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 

Birth Centenary 

January 23, 1997 
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etaji's name is 
one to conjure with. 
His patriotism is second 
to none. His bravery shines 
through all his actions . " 
— Mahatma Gandhi 



has rendered to India and to the cause of 
India's freedom is so unique and unparalleled 
that his name will be written in letters of gold 


in our national history for all times. " 

— Subhas Chandra Bose 




A Family Photograph 



Leaders disperse after the A.I.C.C. session at Calcutta, 1937 


Towards Independence 

• Every nation has to pay a heavy price for 
freedom, and we too will have to make 
sacrifices, I hope you will do your duty 
to your country. 

• 7 am confident that you will reach your goal 
and lead our poor and down-trodden 
country to freedom and prosperity. 

• You will have to endure troubles and 
unforeseen dangers, but you will be free if 
you withstand the trials. 

•Iam determined to use all my energy to 
achieve the only objective of myself and of 
my compatriots, the objective of 

independence. 


• Freedom means life, and death in the 
pursuit of freedom means glory 

imperishable. 

• Freedom implies not only emancipation 
from political bondage but also equal 
distribution of wealth, abolition of caste 
barriers and social inequities, and 
destruction of communalism 

and religious intolerance. 

• When we gain freedom, it will still be our 
own strength which will help us preserve it. 

• Freedom can never be had by begging. It 
has to be got by force. Its price is blood. 

• I will continue struggling for Indian 
independence until India is completely 

free. 



Subhas Chandra Bose with Sarojini Naidu, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad and Pandit Jawaharial Nehru 


• When the hour strikes I shall be at your 
side, ready to participate in the final 

struggle. 

• All my life I have been a servant of India 
and in the last hours of my life I shall 
remain so. My allegiance and loyalty has 
ever been and will be to India and to India 

alone. 

• By freedom I mean all-round freedom, i.e. 
freedom for the individual as well as for 
society ; freedom for the rich as well as for 
the poor; freedom for men as well as 
women; freedom for all individuals and 
for all classes. 



Subhas Chandra Bose arrives in Tarakeshwar to launch his political campaign 


Struggle all the Way 

• There is no royal road to freedom. The path 
of freedom is no doubt a thorny one, but it is 
the path which also leads to glory and 

immortality. 

• Freedom cannot be given by others, Indians 
should win it through their own 
struggle and sacrifice. 



Netaji at Congress Headquarters, Calcutta after his victory in 
Congress Presidential Election, 1939 


• My whole life is one long , persistent, 
uncompromising struggle against 
British Imperialism. 

• The road to freedom is not strewn with 
roses, it is a path covered with thorns, but at 
the end of it, there the full-blown rose of 
liberty is awaiting the tired pilgrim. 

• As sure as day follows night, India will 
emerge from the struggle as an Independent 
State. ' 


Vision for a New India 


• Let us dream of an India for which it would 
be worthwhile to give all that we have, even 
life itself and for which we could sacrifice 
our dearest and nearest. 

• We can no longer live in an isolated corner 
of the world. When India is free, she will 
have to fight her modern enemies with 
modern methods, both in the economic and 
in the political spheres. 

• A free India will be a blessing to 
the whole world. 

• As in the old days so also in future the 

Indian people will live in the closest 
friendship with all the other nations of the 

world and thereby contribute to the 

common culture and civilization of 

humanity. 

• Free India will have a social order based on 
the internal principles: Justice, Equality and 

Fraternity. 

• A free India will be responsible for initiating 
a revolutionary change in the present 
economic order of the world. 



Khadi, Satyagraha and Swaraj 

• Khadi has brought food to thousands and 
thousands of hungry mouths all over India. 

• There are lakhs and lakhs of poor Indians 
living on the verge of starvation to whom 
Khadi can offer a means of subsistence. 

• Satyagraha, as I understand it, is not merely 
passive resistance but active resistance as 

well. 

• It is necessary to remind our countrymen that 
Satyagraha or non-violent non-cooperation 
may have to be resorted to again. 

• We want Swaraj for the masses , Swaraj for 
the workers and the peasants. 

• We may go on consolidating our position 
while we continue our struggle for Puma 
Swaraj or complete independence. 


cS4) 

You give me blood, I will give you freedom 



Delhi Chalo ! 


• Comrades! Soldiers! Let your battle-cry be 
'Delhi Chalo' ! "We shall unfurl our 
national flag on Indian soil and advance 
towards Delhi . " 

• With the slogan 'Delhi Chalo ! ' on our lips 
let us continue to fight till our national flag 
is hoisted over the Viceroy's House in New 

Delhi. 






• The roads to Delhi are many and Delhi still 
remains our goal. The sacrifices of your 
immortal comrades and of yourselves 
will certainly achieve their fulfilment. 


Indian National Army 


• The Indian National Army has launched the 
final struggle for freedom. It will not rest 
until it has completely driven the British out 

of India. 

• Members ofAzad Hind Fauj are honest 
patriots and revolutionaries fighting for the 
freedom of their Motherland. 

• When we stand, the Azad Hind Fauj has to 
be like a wall of granite, when we march, the 
Azad Hind Fauj has to be like a steamroller. 

• With your unstinted support and 
unflinching loyalty, the Azad Hind Fauj 
will become the instrument of India’s 

liberation. 





(£&> 

Some Other Thoughts 

• If we want to make India really great we 
must build up a political democracy on the 
pedestal of democratic society. 



Soldiers with IN A flag 


• It is necessary for the different religious 

y groups to be acquainted with the traditions, 
ideals and history of one another, because 
cultural intimacy will pave the way towards 
communal peace and harmony. 

• The status of women should be raised and 
women should be trained to take a longer 
and a more intelligent interest in public 

affairs. 




Netaji with senior INA Officers, Maj. Gen. A.C. Chatterjee, 
Maj. Gen. M.Z. Kidwai and Col. Habibur Rahman 



Netaji reviewing Rani Jhansi regiment with the Commander, Captain Lakshmi 


• I have every confidence in the fertility of the 
Indian soil; I am confident that India, as in 
the past, will surely produce the bestflowers 
of womanhood. 



Netaji in battlefield 



• Self-conscious youth will not only act, but 
will also dream; will not only destroy, but 
will also build. 

• Where poverty starvation and disease are 
stalking the land, we cannot afford to have 
our population mounting up. 

• Industrialisation is necessary for improving 
the standard of living of the people at large. 




Netaji reading proclamation of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind 



Inside the cellular jail, Port Blair 





Pandit Nehru accompanied byHCN. Katju, SirTej Bahadur Sapru and others 
arriving to witness INA trial at Red Fort 


Netaji laid the foundation stone of INA Memorial at Singapore on July 8, 1945 


"The future generations of Indians who will be 
born, not as slaves but as free men, because of 
your colossal sacrifice, will bless your names 
and proudly proclaim to the world that you, 
their forebears, fought and suffered reverses in 
the battle of Manipur, Assam and Burma, but 
through temporary failure you paved the way 
to ultimate success and glory. " 


Printed at India Offset Press, New Delhi 
1/18/96 PP 111 English 60,000 
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The President, Dr SDSharma, releasing a book, ‘Essential Writings ofNetaji’, edited by Dr Sisir Kumar Bose. Netaji’s nephew (right), at a function at 

Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on Wednesday. — PTI. 
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The Statue of 

IMotaji Subhas Chandra Boso 

will be unveiled by 
Dr. Sbankor Dayal Sharma 
President of India 
at Parliament I louse. New Delhi 
on Thursday, the 23rd January, 1 997 at 9.30 A.M. 
You are cordially invited to attend the function. 
(Kindly bo in your seat in the Control Hall by 9.15 A.M.) 


From : 

Parliament of India 


s.v.r. 

,G. munch 

phonos • 3034401, 3034400 0 3034400 
Fox : 3034410 G 3010700 
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Grams : SUVASBOS 
CALCUTTA 



Telrphone : 475-6 13V 
Fax : 91-33 748255 


INTERNATIONAL NETAJI CENTENARY COMMITTEE 
NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 


NETAJI BHAWAN 

38/2, LALA LAJPAT RAI ROAD • CALCDTTA-700 020 • INDIA 


Chairman 

Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose 


20 December 1995 


Mr. Shigemoto Okuda 
25-21-2 Nishi Azabu 
Mina to-Ku 
Tokyo, JAPAN 

Dear Mr. Okuda, 

It gives me much pleasure to invite you most cordially to 
attend the Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention at Netaji 
Bhawan, Calcutta, from 21 to 23 January 1996. Fraternal 
delegates from a number of other countries, viz, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Burma, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Germany and United 
States will attend. When I met the Japanese Ambassador in 
India in New Delhi on 30 November last we thought of you as 
a fraternal delegate from Japan. Kindly confirm your 
acceptance early. It will be our pleasure to offer you full 
hospitality in Calcutta from 20 to 24 January 1996. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 



GramJ : SUVASBOS 
CALCUTTA 



Telephone : 475-6139 
Fax : 91-33-748255 


INTERNATIONAL NETAJI CENTENARY COMMITTEE 
NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU 

NETAJI BHAWAN 

38/2, LALA LAJPAT RAI ROAD • CALCUTTA-700 020 • INDIA 

Chairman 

Dr. Slslr Kumar Bose I 

28 December 1996 


Mr.S. Okuda 
2-21-25 Nishi-Azabu 
Minato-ku 
Tokyo 106 

Japan Fax : 3-3486-8327 

3-3591-3454 


Dear Mr. Okuda, 

On behalf of the International Netaji Centenary , 
Committee and on my own behalf I have much pleasure 
in cordially inviting you to attend the Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose Centenary Conference on Asian Relations - 
Past, Present and future at Netaji Bhawan Calcutta from 
18 to 20 January 1997 as our special invitee. 

I have to request you to kindly arrive in Calcutta 
on 17 January and let me know your travel schedule so that 
we may receive you at the airport. It will be our 
pleasure to offer you full local hospitality in Calcutta 
from 17 to 21 January 1997 . 

I look forward to welcoming you in Calcutta on 
17 January. 
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UNVEILING OF THE STATUE OE NETAJI SUHIIAS CHANDRA BOSE 

IN PARLIAMENT HOUSE 



Thursday , the 2 3rd January, 1997 

PROGRAMME 

0915 hrs. 

Members of Parliament and other dignitaries take their seats in 
Central Hall 

0930 hrs. 

President, Dr. Shanker Dayal Shanna arrives at Gate No. 5, 
Parliament House 

0932 hrs. 

President unveils the Statue of Netaji Subhas Chandra Dose 

0936 hrs. 

The President and other dignitaries arrive at the dais in the Central Hall 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

0938 hrs. 

Speech by Shri Kshiti Goswami, Minister in charge, P.W.D, on 
behalf of Government of West Bengal, Donor of the Statue of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Dose 

0943 hrs. 

Address by the Speaker, Lok Sabha 

0948 hrs. 

Address by the Prime Minister 

0955 hrs. 

Address by the Vice-President of India & Chairman, Rajya Sabha 

1002 hrs. 

Address by the President of India 

1012 hrs. 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

1014 hrs. 

The President of India, Vice-President of India & Chairman, 
Rajya Sabha, Prime Minister, Speaker, Lok Sabha leave the dais 

1016 hrs. 

Departure (Gate No. 5, Parliament House) 
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Date & Time : 22.1.1997 at 04.00 P.M. 

Venue : Room No. 122, Yojana Bhavan 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

(3) 


(4) 

(5) 

( 6 ) 
6 
(7) 


Welcome Address by Member Secretary 


Patriotic Songs by choir 

Unveiling of portrait of Netaji and release of book 
* Subhas Chandra Bose - Pioneer of Indian Planning ’ by 
Deputy Chairman and presentation of first copy of the 
book to Captain Lakshmi Sahgal 

Speech by Deputy Chairman 

Speech by Captain Lakslimi Sahgal 


Speech by MOS (P&PI) . 
t iV/i ^ 0>v ^ ^3 

Singing of National Anthem 
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His Excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen. 


(A) 


mriflrjcx f-f- 


It is really great honour and pleasure for me to be able to 
attend the International Conference for "Asian Relations in 
21st Century" at Netaji Bhawan in Calcutta on behalf of the 
comrades of Hikari-Kikan military coordinators who were assigned 
to act between INA forces and Japanese army at the front of 
battlefield . 

Taking this valuable opportunity, I would like to emphasize 
to the attendants of the meetings how INA soldiers fought bravely 
during the joint operation with Japanese army against British 
forces for the independence of the country under the orders 
given by Supreme Commander of INA, Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I was serving as a military coordinator attached to Special 
Tactical & Intelligence Unit of INA assigned by Hikari-Kikan, 
as if I was spiritually the same as the proper INA soldier living 
together on duty for 24 hours then always ready to go into action 
at any moment sacrificing our own life for the battle of 
Independence of India with great honour. 

The above-mentioned INA unit which I belonged was dispatched 
from Singapore well in advance the arrival of the main INA forces 
by divisional scale to the borderland between Burma and India 
in order to enable them to participate in the joint operation 
with spear-head battalions of Japanese army, 60th Infantry 
Regiment of 15th Division, who dashed toward Imphal through 
steep mountain paths across the range, but joint operation forces 
of Japanese army and INA taking along only light arms to break 
through deep in the mountains and valleys around the border 
on foot defeated after consuming all supply of ammunition and 
provisions before reached their destination because of powerful 
counter offensive made by British forces at their heavily armored 
Assam defence positions. 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were 
killed in action of the war with INA's soldiers should have 
strongly felt nostalgia in the battlefields far away from their 
mother country although they well understood their important 
duty, the joint operation with INA. 

Today, Japanese TV and newspapers are often reporting 
explanatory articles concerning the situation of outstanding 
economic development and future possibility of the great country, 
India, our poweful colleague in Asia blessed with 900 millions 
of efficient human resources and the extensive land. Whenever 
we hear these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the 
matters happened in Japan. 
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We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people 
of your nation and Japanese people are strongly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down also the 
historical truth in which we cooperated each other with our 
maximum endeavour for the achievement of the same target from 
generation to generation, and establish better understanding 
and closer cooperative relation between the two nations and 
both nations' people for a long time forth to come. We also 
wish tremendous development of the nation of India, the best 
of health and the nicest fortune of you all. 



Shigemoto Okuda 
On behalf of old 
comrades of INA 
in Japan 


His Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen 


(B) 


Utlllttjc 


It is the greatest honour and pleasure for me to be invited 
and to be able to attend the Centenary Conference of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose, the great man borne in Asia and the hero 
of independence of India whom we respect the most as one of 
the members of Hikari-Kikan who was assigned as Military 
Coordinator of Indian National Army (INA) which made a joint 
operation with Japanese army under the Supreme Commander Netaji. 

For us Japanese, India is the closest country in terms of our 
daily life. For example, Budism has taken roots as nation's 
base of thought for a long time, Budism-related traditional 
arts and handicrafts bloomed all over the country, and Indian 
curry and rice always ranks high as a favorite dish in Japanese 
eating habits. 

Recently, Japanese TV and newspapers are often reporting 
explanatory articles concerning the situation of outstanding 
economic development and future potentiality of the great 
country, India, our powerful colleague in Asia blessed with 
900 millions of efficient human resources and the extensive 
land. Whenever we hear these news, we share our pleasure as 
if these are the matters happened in Japan. 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people 
of your nation and Japanese people are strongly tied through 
Netaji and INA which Netaji commanded, pass down the historical 
truth also in which we cooperated each other with our best 
efforts for the achievement of the same target from generation 
to generation, and establish better understanding and closer 
cooperative relation between the two nations and both nations' 
people not only in economy and culture but also in various fields 
for a long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous 
development of the nation of India, the best of health and the 
nicest fortune of you all. 


Shigemoto Okuda 
On behalf of old 
comrades of INA 
in Japan 
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Netaji Centenary Inaugural Convention 
Netaji Bhawan, Calcutta, 23 January 1996 
International Delegation seated on the dais 


Representative 
of Japan 

Mr S. Okuda 


A NETAJI RESEARCH BUREAU PUBLICATION 


Proceedings of the plenary session of Netaji 
Centenary Inaugural Convention, Netaji Bhawan, 
Calcutta, 23 January 1996 

Welcome address 

Dr. Sugata Bose 
(India) 

Dr Sugata Bose who conducted the procedings welcomed guests from 
different countries of Southeast Asia, Japan, Germany and from other parts 
of India. He particularly mentioned the former INA cadets who had been 
sent to the Iihperial Military Academy in Japan by Netaji for military 
training and were now settled in Malaysia, Singapore and South India. Dr. 

Bose added : 

“It is a very great pleasure to hav e with us Mr. S.O kuda who . was th e ] 
youngest member of Hikari Kikan, the Japanese liaison o rganisation with ( 
the Indian National Army. He fought shoulder to shou l der wi th our soldiers j C ' 
of freedom on th e Nort heastern frontier of In dia in 1944-45. It is a very great I 
privilege to welcome in our midst Mrs. Tinsa Maw Naing and her daughter, 
the daughter and grand-daughter of Dr. Ba Maw. Dr. Ba Maw was the 
President of Burma during the Second World War. We have had the great 
pleasure of listening to Dr. Ba Maw’s son Mr. Zali Maw giving his reminis- 
cences of Netaji and Dr. Ba Maw at a session of this convention. We also 
• • . 

extend our welcome to the delegates who have arrived from various other 
foreign countries. It is only appropriate that we have no less a person than 
the Union Minister of External Affairs Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukheijee who 
is a good friend of the Bureau to come and greet them and be with us all 
here. I will not say any formal words of welcome to the INA Officers who are 
also members of the Netaji Research Bureau including Col. Lakshmi 
Sahgal, Col. Gurbaksh Singh Dhillon and Capt. Yadava who are all here 
amidst us today. I will only say a few words about the Netaji Research 
Bureau. Although anniversaries are always very happy occasions for us we 
do not make too much of anniversaries. Because our work is continuous and 
constructive. I am happy to report to you that Netaji Research Bureau has 
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Address 

Mr. Pranab Kumar Mukherjee 
Minister of External Affairs 
Government of India* * 

Dr! Sisir Kumar Bose, Chairman, International Netaji Centenary 
Committee; distinguished delegates from Southeast Asian Countries and 
friends. 

I welcome the old associates of Netaji and their relatives who have 
come from different parts of Southeast Asia and this sub-continent to offer 
their respects to Netaji at the beginning of the Centenary Celebration. I 
wish all of them a good stay here. We are indebted to them that despite their 
many personal problems and advanced a&e they have thought it to be their 
duty to come and pay homage to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. We salute 
them. 

Today at the inaugural ceremony of Netaji’s Birth Centenary Celebra- 
tion, we would like to offer our sincerest thanks and gratitude particularly 
to Dr. Sisir Kumar Bose, not only because he is the Director of Netaji 
Research Bureau, not only because he was Netaji’s fellow-traveller during 
his Great Escape, not simply because he belongs to a family whose great 
sacrifices and sufferings for the liberation of the country are an integral part 
of the history of our freedom struggle and that he himself actively partici- 
pated in the freedom struggle. We thank him particularly because he is the 
founder of Netaji Research Bureau, the institution through which he has 
been carrying on single-handedly studies and research on Netaji. What is 
more, he has been showing to the new generation the way to the solution of 
problems of our society in the current perspective by bringing* out the 
relevance of Netaji’s life, his ideals, his thoughts, dreams and aspirations. 
He is not merely recording information and doling out theories. This is the 
importance of his work. 

I sincerely feel, therefore, and I can say this particularly because I am 
a Bengali -t- it is not possible for other language or ethnic groups to feel the 
same way — we are very often carried away by emotion only and tend to 

»} . 

*Mr. Mukherjee’s address, except for the first paragraph, has been translated from the 
original Bengali, Ed. 
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Address 


Shigemoto Okuda 
(Japan) 

Ladies and gentlemen, Chairman of International Netaji Centenary 
Committee, Dr. Sisir Bose, and members of Netaji Research Bureau!' ' 

I would like to express my sincere thanks for inviting me to Centenary 
Inaugural Convention at Netaji Bhawan of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, 
the national hero of India, and the world’s great man whom I respect the 
most.As I was one of the military coordinators of Hikari Organ dispatched 
from Japanese Army to our allied force of Indian National Army (INA) 
fighting under the command of Supreme Commander Netaji aiming to 
obtain the independence of India, it is the greatest honor and pleasure for 
me to be able to attend this magnificent and important conference today on 
behalf of our old comrades of Japan who shared their lots with INA’s 
comrades in the severe battle fields. 

Now, please let me convey the message from our old comrades, best 
wellwishers of India in Japan that they wish the great success of this 
conference and the best of health of dear friends gathering here today since 
I was asked by them before I left Japan. 

I also would like to inform you that we sincerely wish every day that 
the holy ash and remains of Netaji return to his mother country India while 
as many of us, old comrades of the battle fields are still alive as long as the 
rest of our lives continue although the average age of our fellow soldiers is 
going to exceed 80 years old.. They have been guarding the holy ash and 
remains of Netaji lying at Renkoji Temple in Tokyo with their greatest 
respect, and holding memorial services for the anniversary ofNetaji’s death 
every year since 1945. 

Although it is my personal matter, one of my dearest elder brothers 
who was conscripted as a soldier of Japanese Army is still buried in the 
trench in Kanglatongbi, the suburb of Imphal, and has not yet returned to 
Japan. The last words he left me when I accidentaly met him after the 
interval of a few years in the jungle around the border between India and 
Burma were “I believe we will be discharged from the military service and 
be able to go back to Japan when this operation to support India’s Indepen- 
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dence terminates. Let’s return to peaceful Japan in good health.” 

I think that around 50 thousands of Japanese soldiers who were killed 
in action of the war with INA’s soldiers should have strongly felt nostalgia 
in the battle fields far away from their mother country although they well 
understood their important duty, the joint operation with IN A, and were 
anxious about the future of their wives and children till their last moment. 
Upon visiting the land of India this time, my heart is truly filled with deep 
emotion thinking over themselves and their families. I would like to visit the 
land of Imphal some day in near future to mourn for the dead soldiers of the 
Great Britain’s Armies also who sacrificed themselves for the respective 
national policies as well as the soldiers of the Allied Army consisted by INA 
and Japanese Army, and pray for the eternal peace and happiness of the 
people all over the world. 

Recently, Japanese televisions and newspapers are often broadcasting 
programs and publishing explanatory articles regarding the situation of 
remarkable economic development and future potentiality of the great 
nation, India, our powerful friend in Asi^. blessed with 900 millions of 
excellent human resources and the vast land. Whenever we get in touch 
with these news, we share our pleasure as if these are the facts happened 
in our country. 

We strongly wish from the bottom of our heart that the people of your . 
country and Japanese people are firmly tied through Netaji and INA which 
Netaji commanded, pass down the historical truth in which we cooperated 
each -other with our utmost efforts for the achievement of the same target 
from generation to generation, and establish better understanding and 
closer tie-up relation between the two nations and both nations’ people for 
a long, long time forth to come. We also wish tremendous prosperity of the 
nation of India, the best of health and happiness of you all. 

Finally, I would like to close my greeting introducing the song of INA 
which I sang with INA’s soldiers in the jungle around the border flying the 
national flag of India every morning 50 years before although my memory 
becomes uncertain. 


(Mr. Okuda concluded by Singing the INA Song. Ed.) 
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A discussion on Netaji 
in the proper perspective 


STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE 


CALCUTTA, |an. 21. - “If 
Nelaji had been alive, he would 
have relumed lo fight for his 
country's independence, not 
lived like a fugitive in another 
country". 

This was said by Mr M. Gan- 
dhinathan. a former soldier in 
Subhash Chandra Dose's Indian 
National Army, at a discussion 
on “Netaji. India and World War 
II". organized by Netaji Research 
Bureau as part of his centenary 
celebrations. 

•The discussion was ‘unique. 
Mr Mohammede Siraj of. Pak- 
istan. Mr S. Okuda of japan. Mr 
Zali Maw of Japan and Mr 
Candhinathan of Malaysia, who 
had associated with Netaji dur- 
ing his struggle for India’s 
independence, recounted their 
experiences. 

Historians Rajat Ray. Hnri 
' Vasudevan and Rudrangslui 
Mukherjee. on the other hand, 
sought to put their views in 
proper perspective.' 

The effort was not merely to 
revive the past, but work to- 
wards a better future and de-. 
bunk myths surrounding Netaji. 
said Mr Sisir Dose, 'the leader's 
nephew. This was necessary as 
Nelaji strove for a better future 
' not only for Indio, but for 
'South-East Asia too. he said. 

Mr S. Okudo. was the young- 1 
est member of the Hikari kinkan 


when Netaji visited Japan. Now 
an old man. Mr Okudo hoped 
that the freedom fighter's ashes 
would be returned to India as 
soon as possible while he was 
still alive. 

He said every year] the INA's 
anthem was sung along the 
India-Myanmar border in mem- 
ory of the soldiers who sacri- 
ficed their lives for the army's 
ideals. 

4 He wished India success in its 
drive -towards economic progr- 
ess and hoped Indo-Japanese 
relations remained cordial 
always. 

Mr Mohammed Siraj. son of 
Abad Khan who hosted Netaji 's 
stay in Pakistan during his "great 
escape" from India, described 
the freedom fighter as a man 
quick lo adopt to the customs of 
the places he visited. 

"He ate Ireef. learnt the na- 
maaz and lived like the Muslims 
before leaving for Kabul en route 
to Russia", he said. 

Dr Zali Maw of Mvanmar rem- 
inisced on the days when his 
father. Da Maw. and Netaji 
worked together to chalk out the 
freedom of their respective 
countries. 

His father gave "unstinted 
support" to Subhash Chandra 
Dose in establishing the Indian 
National Arniv. “The indepen- 
dence that Netaji and Da Maw 
visualized was the indepen- 
dence that finally came to Mvon- 


■^mar and India". Mr Maw said. 
l! Even though the strategies 
‘ adopted by Netaji and the Mvan- 
marese freedoi:: fighters 

differed, they were united in 
llie’r resolve for l.eedom. he 
said. 

, Mr M. Candhinathan. who 
"had served in the INA. re- 
counted the incidents leading to 
Netaji's death to emphasize that 
Subhash Dose lost his life soon 
after his plane crashed at 
Taihoku. Taiwan, on August 111. 
1945. 

“Netaji maybe alive in spirit, 
but it is important to be realistic 
and accept his death", he said. 
“Only then can we bring back his 
ashes in full colours and allow 
his soul to rest in peace". 

Analysing these accounts 
against the backdrop of the crisis 
surrounding Netaji's ashes. Mr 
Rudrangslui Mukherjee said it 
was vital to contemplate on the 
freedom fighter's vision for the 
future and ask oneself if he 
would appreciate being treated 
ns a deity. It was important not 
to lose our critical spirit in 
nnnlvsing Netaji, the freedom 
fighter and social activist.- he 
said. 

Prof. Vasudevan said there 
were several gaps in our know- 
ledge of the events in Netaji's 
life. Hence, information on this 
period had to be gathered 
through systematic research to 
avoid misinterpretation. 
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Information Service of India 


Mr. T. Ishikawa, a resident of Acmori City, accompanied by a 
person, who was introduced to us as a Buddhist monk, called at the 
IS I yesterday and reported that a 1700- year-old image of Lord Buddha, 
made of emaralds, was 3oon to be sold by its owner to an American 
multi -millionaire connected with the Rockfeller Foundation, for U5.$ 

30 million. Mr. Ishikawa himself had neither seen the image nor did 
he know its owner. But the monk had seen the image and als o knew its 
owner. According to him, the image showed Lord Buddha with folded 
hands, was about a feet high and weighed 14,700 carots . It was fixed 
on a 21" sq. piece of wood. 

2. The Buddhist monk further added that the Lmaap originally belong 
ed to the late Subhash Chandra Bose, but, after his death, came tolbe 
acquired by its present owner. He refused to dis close, as to how the 
latter came to possess the image or what his name &Saddress were. 

He, however, said that the owner had two houses: one in Tokyo and the 
other in Aomori, and that the image was at present lying in Tckyo. 


■ 


» *• 


3. Both Mr. Ishikawa and the Buddhist monk added that they did not 

like the idea of an image of Lord Buddha going to the USA for sake of 
money. On the other hand, they thought that Prime Ministe Nehru wag 
anxious that the image should be acquired by the Government of India. 
They said that they would be very happy to help the Govt. 

of India in acquiring the image if we agreed to pay them 5% of the 
total amount for which the image was going to the sold, i.e. $ 1.5 
million. They refused to disclose as to how they could accomplish such 
a remarkable job of getting us an article for $ 1.5 million when, 
according to their own statement, someone else was ready to pay $ 30 
million for the same article. 

4. The matter was reported to the Counsellor. He said that there 
were some previous papers also on the subject. A look at tha old file 
showed that a story about the treasures of the late Subhash Bose was 
told to iis in 1958 also. At, that time one Keizo Takei, anleraployee of 
the Miyoshi Chemical Co., Ltd., Tckyo, informed us that t ne treasures 
of the late Bose were deposited in the Mitsui Bank by their present 
holder, a Mr. Tajima. He also added that the principal item of 
treasures was an oriental emerald weighing 18,400 carots. The matter 
was reported to the Government of India in August 1958. They advised •' 
that the best course for us would be to take up the matter with the 
Japanese Government. We could transmit to them the information which /. 
we had and ask them for their advice as to how best the matter could 
be handled. We were also asked to make it clear to the Japanese C-ovt. 
that the Govt. of India had no intention of entering upon any pro- 
tracted civil pr breedings in this matter. 
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5. The matter was taken up with Mr. Iwama of the Ga imudo in 
December 1958 by our former First Secretary, Mr. Malik. An extract 
from a note recorded by him after meeting Mr. Iwama is reproduced 
below 
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"He was rather dis courging saying that information we 
had received was not specific, that it would be difficult 
for the Police to undertake investigations without 
infringing the Human Rights Provisions of the Constitution, 
etc. He went so far as to suggest that we should engag e a 
private detective. I pointed out that publicity was precisely 
what it was the interest of both Governmentslto avoid and that 
police could find things out with much less' danger of 
publicity than a private investigation. I also said that it 
would be desirable to give some answer to the various parties 
which had ccme to the Embassy with information. Mr. Iwama said 
he would consult the Legal Affairs Bureau." 
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do not seem to have been any further developments in the ^matter 
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Whom it may concern this (crystal) I judge wiih 
my wide experience. 

It is to be a (oriental emerald) I am sure. 

Height 21 cm 
circumference 37 cm 
neck 23,6 cm 

Weight 951 monme (3,575 kg) 

17,880 carats. 

I do not think another one like this existed 
qny where in the world, 

Mortin M, Kamouchi 

A diamond dealer of USA 

Tokyo address 


Phone (44 - 3059) 
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16th December ,1958 

To: Mr. G.J. Malik 

First Secretary, 

Indian Embassy, Tokyo. 

From:L.D.M. Abeyeratne & 

Ichiro Kagabu, 

96, Tokuji-cho, Ikegami, 

Ohta-ku, Tokyo. 

Subject:- Budlha's emerald head illegally possessed 
by Japanese national. 

Sir , 

I send herewith a photo of Buddha's emerald head which 
originally belonged to the late Mr. Subash Chandra Bose. It is 
now possessed by Mr. Jusei Tajima, whose career is not 
clear excepting that he was in the South Seas area during 
the last war. The fact that he should possess the article 
is unreasonable. On one occasion he says he has bought it at 
Singapore, while on the another occasion he says he has bought 
it from Netaji's Japanese lady. Thus, whether he has got it 
through a proper channel or not is questionable. 

As mentioned in an article "Whereabouts of Japanese 
diamond" in a magazine "Special issue of Bungei-Shunju 1956.2", 
matters regarding diamond were taken up at the Diet may be 
because there are some questions about Netaji's diamond. It 
is surmized from th£ article that Mr. Tajima might have 
illegally obtained the article. 

It is justice to recover it from the msn who got the 
emerald head illegally. 

In the »circumstanc es I submit this photo to His 
Excellency the Ambassador hoping that the article in question 
may be returned to India through diplomatic procedures. 

Faithfully yours, 

(L.D.M. Ameyertne) 

(Ichiro Toshibe) 


( 6 / 

Translation of wirtten statement by Mr. K. Takei, 

Miyoshi Chemical Co. Ltd. , Establishment Office, 

No. 8, 1-chome , Kanda, Tamchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 
at the Chancery on the 8tii August 1958. 

No.l To try to determine with all our efforts whether 

or not the article (oriental emerald, C. 18,400 ,951 morame) 
belongs to Chandra Bose. 

Others (Star supphire and white dia) 

If there are no records in the Embassy, we will do our 
best and find evidence to show that the article belongs 
to Chandra Bose. 

No. 2 We will explain to the present holder of the article 
that his possession of the article is illegal and try 
to have it transferred to the Embassy. 

No. 3 If the Embassy has any good methods, we will give fhll 
cooperation with you. Without remuneration. 

In the case of No.l &. 2, remuneration is needed for the 
present holder and others who cooperate. 

No. 4 Have an appointment to see the present holder. 

Names: 1. Tajiraa 2. Nakamura 3 0 Kameuchi 

4. Go shu so 5. Ando. 

No. 8 Those who determined it to be oriental emerald 
C. 18, 400(951 momme) are: 

K. Takei, M. Takumi and K. Urabe. 

The attached name car<£reads: 

Keizo Takei 

Sanji Chemical Industries Co. ltd. , 

Founding Office: 8, 1-chome, Kanda 0-machi 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo (Tel. 250-5613) 



Translation from an article appeared in monthly 
magazine Bungei-Shunju 1956*2, special number. 

WHEREABOUTS OF ONE TRILLION YEN DIAMOND 

By Mr. Kohichi Sekoh. 

A large amount of diamond was procured by Japanese 
Government from the nation during the last war. According 
to a testimony at the Diet in thpse days by an official 
in charge, the amount of the diamond procured from the 
nation was about 160,000 carats, which is at present kept at 
the Bank of Japan. I cannot, however, agree to the figure 
since there must be about 650,000 carats according to the 
results of my investigation made when I was parliamentary 
vice Minister for International Affairs. In this connection, 
many people were summoned to testify at the Diet after the 
war. I understand GHq (General Headquarters) had delicate 
relation with the diamond issue. Accidentally I came to 
know they had 50 carats of diamond in their custom. Also , 

I know a large amount of diamond was found when a plane 
crashed with Mr. Bose and some Japanese onboard. Further, 
many pieces of diamond had scattered at the crashing site 
of a Japanese plane at Mr. Mihara. 

My prayer is that diamond illegally possessed by 
certain people will come out to the world and returned to the 
original owners. I am sure huge amount of concealed diamond 
will be displayed at show-windows of ;jewel shops once a law 
authorizing ownership of diamond by the present owners 3s 
promulgated. 
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Information Service of India 


Mr. Morikawa , Editor of a "very oopular" Japanese 
magazine, NIPPON, (cir :220,000) rang up this morning. He 
said that, according to the information received by him, 
an image of Lord Buddha, belonging to the late Subhash 
Chandra 3 cue, which was supposed to be made of emaralds, 
was recently evaluated by a jeweler, and was actually found 
to bav' been made of "^qua^marines". He added that if 
this was correct, then the price of the image could not be 
1.3*6 billion' as alleged by those possessing it at present, 
but only about Y. IOC, 000. 

2. He would liie to know whether we ha e any information 
abojit^ thi s matter. 
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ie: Buddhist Image in it raid a Hr; 
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aage rn .traxa a_a. possessed formerly 

by the late Subhas Chandra ~5ose • 


as a result of the talks with Mr .Hiroshi Ohi, Gaimusho secretary 
attached to the Southwest Asian Section, and Mr .Yoshitaka Ohta, 
police inspector of" the Metropolitan Bolice Board at the Gaimusho 
today (March 22, 1961), the following information as to the 
persons connected with this matter was xxxeh made known. 

The place where our previous meeting took place (to see the 
image) is a dorntijatory of the Hozumi Kensetsu (constru ction) company 
which head office is located in Aomori city. The company is capitalized 
at ¥25,000,0(30. The president of the company Mr. Yoshitaka Hozu$i 
who directly did not come in the .picture of this matter ran tsr in 
the Upper House election in 1955 on the Socialist ticket but failed 
to be elected. 

Mr.Kamouchi who acted as an interpreter 

for Mr .Ta.i3ma , alleged owner of the image, may be Mr.Mitsuo Kamouchi 
who lives at the place of the meeting. He is a legal adviser to 
Mr .Hozumi. 

Police at this stage was unable to check identities of other 
r 

persons such as M»r.Akahira, Mr.Mikami etc. 

The police authorities are unable to investigate further unless there is 
any criminal suspicion as to the persons involved. Because of this 
reason, it was a view of the police authorities that the Embassy may 
agaiiJtry to make an occasion to see the image to check whether ±t 
is a real 'emerald one or an imitation. If it proves to be an 
imitation, -then police would start investigation on criminal charges, 

For this checking of the image, the police authorities are prepared 
to provide their jewelry expert who may accompany Embassy 

people for the checking oovering his identity t 





3P.F.5CD-NG 1- 1 


March 3D, 196X* 




With reference to this morning's telephone 
conversation, we understand that the appropriate 
authorities hare been able to establish contacts 
with the people connected with the inage of 
Lord Buddha* Regarding your suggestion that a 
reputed Jeweller could also assist in toe natter 
and also your suggestion that Mr* Kawai of our 
Embassy should discuss toe natter with some 
officials, we are wary happy to agree to toe sane 
and shall be grate fill if wa are acquainted with 
tether progress in the matter* 


Yours sincerely, 




(H.Bhalla) 


Mr* Hinoshi Ohi, 

South Meet Asia Section 
Qalmueho, Tnkwu 
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In order to make a» a contact with the owner Mr.Tajima, the police 

authorities suggested that a contact may be made to Mr .Kamouchi cai the 

telephone 441-2312, one of the telephone numbers given by Mr .Kamouchi 
other 

previously. The/telephone number proved to be incorrect* 

On and when the appointment has ben made for re-checking of the 

*A*r» ia-vC 

image, the police authorities asked to be informed so that the 


A- 


expert jeweler from them may be sent together. 


In the meaiuhime police wanted to knowx from the Embassy: 

A- ( t UmtVV^. y 

(1) image in question is believed to be a property of 
Mr. Chandra Bose, to what extent the tracing thereof by 
the Indian Government could be produced^ or ^*ef1cnowIe8ge 
q§ theobject held by the Indian Government or the xinbassy^ 

( a — (C 

where it was loste or stolen etc. 

(2) Do the embassy authorities or Indian Government have any 


pr of e to 
treasure 




the image in question as the authentic 


(3) If the image prove to be an authentic one, is the Qnbassy 
Ejfimfl or Government prepared to claim it 

or is prepared to buy it back? 


Name of the jewelry expert: Eiichi Matsu! 
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My dear 


TO P , (. trj 


Please refer to the correspondence 
resting with Rauf’s letter No. F,5(1)NG0-I 
of 5th December, 1952, about Subhas Bose’s 
treasure. 


2. Recently a Japanese gentleman name ^ 

Keizo Takei now employed by the Miyoshi 
Chemical Co. Ltd. whose office is at 8,1-chorae, 
Tamachi, Kanda, Chiyoda-ky, Tokyo has been coming 
to the Embassy. He claims that he has knowledge 
of the whereabouts of Subhas Bose's treasure which 
he can identify because he himself did liaison work 
with the INA during the war having, inter alia , 
trained Indian cadets in the INA. 

'3, , According to him the principal item 


A/* 


of jewellery is ©riental emerald weighing 18,400 




carats. There are also star sapphires, white 
diamonds and other valuables. These valuables 
are now allegedly deposited in the Mitsui Bank by 
the present holder, a Mr. Tajima. Mr. Takei offers 
to use his efforts to try to determine if the articles 


belonged to Subhas 


>6handra, Bose and to persuade the 
present holder that his possession of these valuables 

i * 

I 

is illegal and he should transfer them to the Embassy. 
Mr. Takei requests our cooperation and does not ask * 
for any remuneration^. 

4. ' Personally 3?- find it difficult to | 

accept Mr. Takei’ s story. It seems incredible that 


an emerald of 18,400 carats should exist at all and, 

iW 


if it exists, should not be t^e object of interest 

to all collectors, museums, and jewellery in the 

world. Similarly it is unlikely that Mr. Takei 

performed liaison duties with the INA because he 
* 

speaks no language other than Japanese. However f * as 
he is very insistent and has left a written statement 


n Japanese with us ye feel that we should mentio 


G5 




the matter to you in view of the interest which the 
Prime Minister himself took in this subject in 1951. 

At that time, I understand, the matter was dropped 

# • 

• ^ 

because it was considered that the publicity which might 


arise from any investigation would oufrw e ighfc -tha-/ funda/^y^ 
which likely to be salvaged. Now that we are offered 

wha t appear s. ti% - be a c l ue in the trai l, I wonder if you 

* 

would like as? to pursue it, *-> *** ^ i 


't'-’ 



Yours sincerely, 

/ 



( C. S. Jha ) 
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Ho. PS/56/HEC 


cagErnamlT. . 

Da'Cod the 29th May, 1956 


Dear M*. Sen, 

Our Committee has seen the two letters 
from Dar (Hob. F5(l)HGO-I, dated the 25th and 26th of 
May 1956), regarding the evidence in Formosa. It is 
noted that the Government of India are not in favour of 
the Committee paying a visit to Formosa. It is also 
noted that the authorities in Formosa are not willing 
to allow the evidence of Formosan witnesses to be 
recorded outside that Island. In the circumstances, the 
Committee has no option but to agree to the only method 
by which evidence of Formosan witnesses is likely to 

/ 

/ Jj 

be obtained. Arrangements may please be made to have 
the statements of Formosan witnesses recorded, as suggested, 
by the British Consul General and make them available to 
the Committee either during their return to India, Care 
of the Ministry ofUxternal Affairs. In this connection, 
it is suggested that a hint, if there is no objection, 
may be given to the British Consul in Formosa that while 
a Chinese official might be present during examination 

of Formosan witnesses by the Consul, the latter would no 

% 

doubt make sure that the witnesses speak their mind openly. 

It would be appreciated if 4 copies of the statement in 
English, duly authenticated by the British Consul, are 
forwarded to this Committee. 

We have been asked to supply Chinese names 
in full of tha Formosan witnesses. We have only got the 
names through non-Chinese sources and oan give them as we 
have received. The names of the Formosan witnesses together 
with some indication of the points on which they might 
give evidence, are given in the attaohed note. 

As for the entries in the hospital and 
crematorium registers, it is a matter of convenience 
whether they are obtained through the British Consul or 


the Japanese Ambassador in "Formosa. The Committee would 
hare no objection fcf the latter channel is used. 

The papers concerned are three *- 

1. The doctor 1 s report regarding the alleged 
death of Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose at Hannon Military 
Hospital Taihoku (Taipeh) on or about the 18th August# 1945. 

2. The police report on the same subject. 

3. The cremation permit issued by the Bureau 
of Health and Hygiene, Taihoku (Taipeh) on or about the 
20th of August# 1945. 

It may please be psaertained whether such reoords 
are available. If they are, it is requested that relevant 
extracts made from them on proper authentication and four 
copies of the same together with certified English translatia 
may kindly be made available to the Committee. 

Yours sincerely# 

Sdjjft- SHAH NAWAZ EHAN 

j 

Shri. B.R, Sen# 

Ambassador for India in Japan# 

Tokyo. 


Enel t 1 


Points for the British Consul in Taiwan# 


The Government of India have appointed a Committee to 

enquire into the alleged death of Betaji Subhas Chandra 

Bose, with the following termE of reference t«* 

" To enquire into and to report tc the 
Government of India on the circumstances 
concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Eo&e from Bangkok about the 16th 
Auguet 1945, his alleged death as a result 
of an aircraft accident and subsequent 
developments connected therewith* 

Some witnesses have deposed to the Committee 

that Mr* Bose met with an air accident at Taihoku(Taipeh) 

airfield on the 18th August* 1945* and that he was admitted 

to the Banmon Military Hosoital where he is said to have 

expired the same night. It is said that his bodjt was 

cremated at Taihoku City crematorium on tile 20th August* 

There are some witnesses in Formosa who may be able to give 

evidence on the following points* Their nameB as obtained 

from Indian sources are given below and may not be wholly 

accurate* It is also regretted that their present addresses 

are not known to the Committee* In tracing these witnesses* 

it might be of advantage to contact the following gentlemen 

noted* on the margin* 

♦Mr. Huang* 

Supdt. of Polioe* 

Talpeh 

Mr* S.P. Chun* Secy* 
to the Commissi oner 
of Police, Formosa* 

Mr* Chung Yung-kai, 

Office of the Governor 
General of Formosa* 




This witness is said to have been 
on leave during that time but might have 
heard of the story* 


1* Burse Tsan Pi Sha (nurse in Banmon 

Military Hospital, Taihoku (Taipeh) in 
August* 1945* 

This witness might testify 
regarding the entry of Mr. Bose and his 
Adjutant, Col* Habibur Rehrnan, into the 
Banmon Military Hospital* their treatment 
there, the last hours of Mr* Bose, his 
death, keeping the body in the hospital and 
its removal later on* 

2* Miss Chu Chow Tsa, nurse Banmon 

Military Hospital* 


2 ' 


3. Dr. Kan King-yen, Present, Bureau of Health of Hygiene, 
Taihoku (Taipeh) in August 1945. 

This witness might give evidence regarding 
maintenance of record in the Bureau, particularly of th' 
certificate for the alleged cremation of Mr. Bose’s bod; 

4 and 5. Mr. Li Chin Kui and Mr. Tan Chi Ch, Clerks in the 
Bureau of Health and Hygienes, Taihoku (Taipeh) in 


August 1945. 


These witnesses are said to have issued a 
certificate of cremation in respect of the body of 


6 . 


Mr. Bose af+er reading the relevant medical reports fro 


ITanmon Military Hospital and Police report regarding 
the death. They are also said to have seen the body 
which was identified by some Japanese officer. These 
witnesses might testify regarding the certificates, 
namely, the doctor’s certificate and cremation 
certificate. If there be any wrong entries in any one 
or all the certificates, they might be able to five 
reasons for the eamft. 

Mr. Chu Tsung, In Charge, Taihoku City Government 
Crematorium. 

This witness may be £b le to testify as to who 
brought the body of Mr. Bose to the crematorium, who 
identified it, how was the actual burning conducted, 
and who took delivery of the ashes. 




\ 




PRES8TRDST jf INDIA 


JANUARY 30,1956 




rj TI 17 ( ENQUIRY MISSION) 

ME? DELHI, JANUARY 30 (PIT) A I H REE-MEMB EH COMMISSION APPOINTED EY THE GOVERNMENT 


OF INDIA TO ENQUIRE INTO CIRCUMSTANCES LEADING TO THE REPORTED DEATH OF NFTA.JI 


SOM AS CHANDRA BOSE, LEADER OF INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY IN THE SECOND DOPED PAR, 'ILL 
LEAVE FOR TOKYO AFTER MARCH FIFf EEatTH, IT FA: LEARNT HERE TODAY. 

tt 

SHAH NAWA2 KHAN, CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF NKt&JI IN I J A AND AT PRESENT FARM .*MLNT ARY 
SECRETARY TO RAIL? AY MINISTER IS NEHRU CABINET, H'ABS THE MISSION THE OTHER T*0' 

SF iLFRE OF WHICH ARE A REPRF; fetfT AT I V E OF WILT BENGAL GOT ‘RUN ENT MID A iOMBER OF 


bose's family. 


JAPANESE GOVERNMENT HAVE PROMISED TO GIVE ALL HELP FOR HOLDING OF THIS iNTUIRY. 
ALTHOUGH ACCORDING TO REPORTS RECEIVED BY INDIAN GOVERNMENT FUBHAS BOSE WAS 
KILLED IN AN aIRCRASH IN TaIFAN IN XM5 CLAIMS HAVE BEEN APPEARING IN INDIAN 


PRESS FROM TIME TO TIME THAT Hi FAS STILL ALIVE AND WOULD SHORTLY MAKE HIS APPEARANCE- 


P<TRUST OF INDIA 


A J RIL 4,1956. 


1 ( ENQUIRY COMMIT 1 


DELHI, APRIL 3 (?TI t APPOINTED BY THE GQYEfOKIENT )F INDIA 



TO ENQUIRE INTO NETAJI iWBHAS CHANDRA BOSE'S DEATH HILL BEGIN EXAMINING WITNESSES 
FROM TOMORROW. 

AT ITS SITTING HERE TOMORROW THE COMMITTEE IS EXPECTED TO HEAR WHENCE 
FROM DEVFNATH DAS WHO WAS ADVISER TO NETAJI BOSE IN AZAD HIND PROVISIONAL 
GOVERNMENT AMD CAPTAIN GULZAR SINGH WHO WAS MINISTER IS THAT GOVERNMENT. 

IT IS UNDERSTOOD THAT COLONEL HABIBUR RAHMAN WHO IS STATED TO HAVE BEEN 
WITH NETAJI AT THE TIME OF THE CRASH OF 'THE PLANE CARRYING HIM AND IS NOW 
SERVING IN PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT POLITICAL SERVICE IS BEING REQUESTED TO TENDER 
EVIDENCE BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. 

AFTER CONCLUDING ITS WORK. HERE THE COMMITTEE WILL GO TO TOKYO TO CONDUCT 
INVESTIGATIONS THERE. 

INDIA'S MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT AND RAILWAYS IS CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE, 


Sm°S» CHAltDR* BOSE, BH0THF.R OF SUBUAS BOSE EM) S HUTU «MWIt»Q THE 
GOT'MWJIIT IT BOSE'S HOME ,'BOVIHCE OF BEST BEHOAL. 





1. Mr. S.A. Ayer* 

2. Gol. Habib -ur-Rahman. 

3. Sh* Rama Mur thy* 

4. Sh. An and a Mohan Sahay* 

5. T lr. Harin Shah 
Special Representative 
"Bharat" Bombay* 

6* Rev. M. Dharraeswar, 

Ni open zan Tftrohoj i , 

Han a Okayama, 

Kumara o t o , J ap an * 


1* Mr. Fukuoka, Chief of the Doraei Hews Agency for the 
East Asia Region* 

2* Rear Admiral Chuda Japanese Havy* 

3* Col Tadao Sakai* 

4. Col Uonogaki, Japanese Air Force. 

5* Capt* Arai , Japanese Army* 

6* Yoshiie ITakamura, 3051, Eawatebatake , Yatsurugi-Mura, 
Toba-Gun, Gifu Prefecture* (Electric Railway Company) 

7. Mr. Kohno. 

8. 2/Lt. Hayashida Tsuneo, Haruyoshi-nibancho , Fukuoka City./ 

t 

■9. Col. Morio Takakura 
10* Lt General I soda* 

11* Col* Braiman* 

42* Major Kakakura. It. Col* Takakura. 

13* Lt. Col. Iwaichi Fujiwara- 728 Sakai Musashino-shi Tokyo to 

14. Lt. Col. Honogaki* 

15. Major Yoshio Okida Osaka* 

16* Ex-Corporal Hoda (hailing from Hagan 0 Pref*), commandant 
of the Matsuyama Airfield in Formosa* 

17* Kazuo Mitsui* 

18. Ex - Corporal Shibata {hailing from Kumamoto pref*) 

19* Major Hakamiya • 

20* Maj or Kinoshi ta 
21 0 Major Shibuyao 


PR58E T 1IIFT OF INDIA 


MBEHREft 3, 1955 



PTI /13 (INQUIRY) / 

S' 1 * D' 'LHI , D'T. •» (“TD-X^DIaN GOVERN 1 ' ~iT RAD DECIDED TO SF.1D THREE PIRfittNR TO 



CUFETIOH TIMF TT'Y J J M : ” GO\ ?r EN“-HT H D BFFH C9EFTJT.TED HID "THFY HAVE PROMISED 

ur-F-u cooper/ fi >m in ini ’Jiry". 



r%} y<s.) »Fj^;v<p "AS r* H V” N *T 3rT.\Iii: E TH St P l! FI^N". 



?e> yr, CTjf-iTrtft’ tnto rTRCUMFT NCFB OF TH” 0“ TH OF NSMJI .'UBli&S CHANDRA 



®m»n Si-i m i, 



r'H ■ H*TH.FR THF**T ’ER 3UL8 * HE* Ok’ST*® TO ft IT FORMOSA 


4i T:.JI F’ ,0 R*P CH^NDS B OS 5 * WAS INYO VfD IN ACCIDENT IS THE .• iRFlELfi. 

P£#|- 

I" "TO R^GFN ITH various difficulties in a "AY. you 



'V?PJ "NT OF THAT PLACE. "THESE " "•ULE 


■ m v is rriNG i- i-aj. b c c ose all so called fvid : k id 

'JN J ? I IF THEY SURVIVE". 

.ID All. J.-P/iNBfic K SI li ATM FROM F ' . :CA L ' iG 
NS mo COULD BE A? ROACH TO HERE Rif- LU IN JaPAN. 

JL1) MOt uBT JUCH H LP, N5HHU ££I 


SH 190- > 



TC 


ft 

le fir uiRi) 
^■^'dec. 3 (m) — a 

W1AL I OR I i FORM ALLY C 




MEMEF r A'lv-'D ; HAS OCR EMBASSY IS TOKYO EF.-H ACK »■£ 
’!T CT J i'.;’. MESE GOVERN . NT aS TO -RSTHCR. THEY WILL 


A ’jriLTE THEMSELVES WITH THIC COMMIT! EE OF INQUIRY £0 AC TO HAVE INCBIRX M 
AN I'lDO-JAPAMESl COMMISSION. 


m M'lUU* J J»AHESE GOV BUM -NT HAVE BEEN CONSULTED AMD THEY HfiJF PROMISED PULL 


i »• a ri in in 


in. max. 


/ 


• • • * H + 05 ^ • • • 


7 , 



PRES8TRUST OF INDIA 


DSCtilBLR 4,1955. 



( SECOND ADD INCUIRY — SEE 9*1 18 OF YESTERDAY) 

LCUTTA, DECEMBER 3 ( ’TI) IT WAS LFAR’JT IN C LCUTTA LA? R THAI IBP THU' C- 

* BUBER MISSION VO TOKYO 1001.0 PE LSD BY SHAH NASAZ KHAN, ONE OF AS CLOSE 
ASSOCIATES " SVTBJ1AS OH AMD j BOSS 1*1 ASAD HIND F3UJ (INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY). 


SHAH KB A3 ~H0 MAJOB GENERAL III INDIAN SATIOilL ARStf IS PIPS ITLY 

PARtI AaBIT?ScRF.TARY TO Ttt MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS IN RSBRU CABINET. 

THE MISSION'S T'-'fl OTHLR HSKEFtS AHF EXPECTED TO BE SOK2S8 CRUSMA B9SF, 


AN ELDER BROTHER OF NETAJI BOSE A8B IS OFFICIAL TO BE *90**1 MATED BY r»E GOV ERNIE NT 

OF NGA1., HOHK WTINCl 

• • • ] A 




/ 


SSI STANCE TO MEAL'S FIV YlLtK PLAN) 



✓ 


HEP DELHI, DECEMBER 3 (?TI) THE OTEMT TO WHICH THE GGHEMmtt OF INDIA 

COULD CONTRIBUTE FOR IMPLEMENT AT I OH OF U SEAL'S FIVE YEAR PkMI FOR ECONOMIC 
DFVEUMMBff IS ORDER CONSIDERATION OF GOVE: Nil ENT, PRIM* MINISTER N^tHU TOLD 
LDK SaUHA TODAY. 


IT WAS NOT DIFFICULT TO FORESEE THAT GOVERNMENT OF INDIA’S ASSISTANCE IN 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF NEPAL FOOU) BE SUBSTANTIAL, HE ADDED* 

m NFHRU Said THAT HEP, LEGE DJUG^TION TO COLOMBO PLANT CONFERENCE RECENTLY 
HSLD AT SINGAPORE H>B 01 ORStt OUTLINE OF ITS! COUNTRY'S FIVE YFjJt PLAN. 


MF 935 


DECEMBER 4,1955 


vs 


<£> 


It 


PRESSfROfT OF INDIA DECEMBER 4,1955. 

?TI 13. 

( ROUNDUP ENQUIRY) 

mx ME? DELHI, DECEMBER 4 (PTI) SH K Nn kl KHM, A CLOSE ASEOCIATS OF WCTAJI 

OFFICIAL 

StJBHAS CHANDRA BOSE IS INDIAN M TI >NAL aHMY, IS LIKELY TO LEAD A THRER-MAB/MIS: ION 

F 

TO JAPAN TO ESC HIRE INTO THE CIHCiiM TA 1C OF NKTaJI'S DEATH. 

JA? NFFF GOVERNMENT HA? PROMIi ED FULL COOPS- ATI OH TO THE XMfXMTMXFXXSI IMDIivI 
EM IRY KISMON. 

ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE ISDI 1 MISSION If LIKELY TO If SURSSH CMABWA BO • , m 
ELD?® BROTHER OF NETAJ1. THE THIRD MB<BFR If IK Y TO BF AM OFFICIAL OF THE 
SCV'IUW'NT OF ^EST BENGAL. 

INDIAN PRIMS MINISTER T’HRU DOPING • (JJKTIUN TIM* IN PARLIAMENT ISSOUNC.PD Y TBuB. I 
THAT INDIAN GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED TO 31 Mp THREE PER' OSS TO JAPAN TO IMVISTJGtf'E 
INTO ®F 0 IRCHMST * NC EP RELATING TO TH DF.uH OF NtfAJI. 

°RI¥F MIJTIfTFR NEHRU S ID JAP*.NE 8 GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN CONSULTED AND »’ THEY 
JA*?VF PROMIPFD DC FULL COOPKJ? TI N TN THF IN' JIRY". 

i^flON TIME OMF MFMPKR ASKED WHETHER THREE PERSONS WOULD BE REG UESTED 



«S£ 


, /I FIT FORMOSA WHERE NKTAJI SUBH4S CHANDRA BOS I f.: INVOLV'D IN ACCIDENT IS AliCRA H. 
W' mm SAID " TO BEGIN »»ITH T9' RE V ERE VARIOUS DIFFICULTIES IN THE FAY. YOU 
CM MOT VISIT A PLACE WITHOUT THE COOPERATION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THAT ?L*C*. T9' IF 
10ULD ALSO NOT BF MUCH PURPOSE IN THE TF*M VISITING FORMOSA BEC-OFF ILL SO-CALLED 
BVIOPMCt AND WITNESSES ARE LIKELY TO BE I J J P I IF THEY SURVIVE*'. 

AN01HFR MEMBER ASKED " -HAfc THE ATTENTION OF PRIMS MINISTER BEES DR*!* TO A 
PHOTOG**4W PUBLISHED IN A SBCTIOH Of BENGAL P8EES SOME T O MONTHS AGO R»*0”T W TO 
Tor Bfm TAKEN IN PEKING ON MAY * AMS ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED BY WORKERS :j p?SS OF 
»FKI*G 1ST? HFTHFR THF. PERSON l • BSAIS SLIGHT rttSEMBL CE TO ’I T JI IN THE PHOT OCR PHS 
? S MERE COINCIDENCE AND ’ R ETHER THIS PHOTOGRAPH I L BE 3 L. CSD BEFORE THIS 


COURT OF INQUIRY?*. 

*i;> iiman repli-d “ i h.-vf m t phoiog'-ph epqducfd is ih l. . ? rposalls 

I DO N T ATTACH MUCH IMPORT IC* 10 IT— 70 ii V POSSIBLE lEf UHL- NCI . THE! v:E 0 t 

MUCH POSSIBLE VAGUE RESSMBL/PICSG IN SUCH HITTERS . I DO MOT THINK IT IS A MATT II WHICH 


RMBilYRCSr Of INDIA 


a< 


fir 


*. ^c/ 


MARCH 8,1^56 



HAVE CLAIMED THAT HE had EEFH IN CLOZE TOUCH - ITH 3ETAJI EOBHAf CHAMDRa . 

THE LAST SEVEN TEAKS HAS BEEN INVITED TO a? HEAR BEFORE TUB COM AIT f 8 r Of <3i 
UP BY THE GOVE-HiMEMT Of INDIA TO INVESTG*?£ "UIBTERX" Of BOSE*® DEATH. 

M I THEVlR, A MEMBER OF LEGISLATIVE MKtfMHt 01 MADRAS , WAS HKPOf/ 
f '•ID IN A STATEMENT FROM CALCUTTA A FOuTHIGHT m THAT HE HAD ONLY RF(J§ 


TO BURSA TO RtStUP HIS OSNTAGTL *ITH BOSE, jifcADWl OF WARTIME INDIAN »0&\ 


mo THAT BOSE AT PRESENT HAD HIS HEAD GARTERS 1 1 IlINEfc- PROVINCE 1F # # 


HAD ALSO SAID THAT NETAJI FAS LEADI 10 A LEGION » "LrlAN LEj-F*. 'LMI^ 
7 r. iir ox a.* i> that HE INVENT ^ 1 eTTH gw. »' wjv**±-rv ~ * 


«»• ^ £ t x 

PHAH SARA* KHAN PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO MINUTER OF RAILWAYS AND TR^fci 
*1E C3IASSIAN. OF RJ DRY COMMITTEE, HAS SMITTEH TO MR THETAS 
BSFOR- SB BGMMTTEE. 

H«IP*1 KAH AM, FXMAJOR QMSKAL U NATIONAL MMY ASS CLODS ASSOGiAfT^’ 
BOB E, IS A ST AT MFIIT HiRK TODAY SAID III' E HE Bln NOT *I8H TO SAY «R 
PTaTBIBiT AT THIS HE FAILED TO UMfiiRSf ASIJE VBY Of ALL TB:' 3 *>Pl 

TO EVAS SHOULD BE SINGLED OUT BI NETAJI FOR <I l '1NG. 

CONTACT ITH HIS'THIE II ALL THE SMR: aSTQNl: HIMG", H- A U'i' n ** * 

FACT THAT NETAJI IS ALLEGED TO B 1 ON THE BO DEBS OF AS! -A* FROM ISME- IT 
MUCH EASIER FOR HIM TO CONTACT HIB NUMEROUS ADMIRER® IN ASSAM AND TEST B' Nk 

SHAN SAIA2 KHAN I SHORT Y LEADING A THRER-BESiBEk OFFICIAL » ^ 

TOKYO TO /MIKE DETAILED ENQUIRIES ON THE SUBJECT OF DEAfFU.^ 



PRRSfTMJST OF INDIA 


MARCH 8,195b 


PTI 1 ( BHON8LE) 
TOON A ( BOMBAY ST A' 



J.K. BHOHSLK, CHIP* OF TA» IN SOBHAS CHAN! xk 


N^JI WARTIME INDIAN NATIONAL AHITC, TOLD PRESS THOST OF INDIA IN AM INTERVIEW 
rOMY THAT HSXKXmXSIXH HE IAS CONVINCED THAT BOSE IAS DEaD. 
m BHOSSLE, FORMER MAJOR GENERAL IN I.N.A. AMD AT PRESENT DEPUTY MINISTER FOR 
CLITATION IN INDIAN GOVERNMENT, ADDED " IE SHOULD HAVE LIKED NAlAJI TO IS 
iu.lV!- BUT UNFORTUNATELY HE IS DEAD". 

NR BHONSLE MADE THE ! WHEN HIS ATTENTION IAS DRAIN TO THEVARS STATEMENT 


THAT BO' ¥ WAS ' TILL ALIVE 



...MF 0730 


tfASCH U.I956 


-i'-' 


usr of iwik 
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■*£¥& ( CHANDRA BOSE) 

SLHI, .‘ARCH Id ( tl) ItfDIAH ,'IU'iE MINISTER iEHKU DISCOUNT'S III RAJ XI SAM a 

fUPPER ROUSE OF BARTH / UE3T) TODAY REPORTS TH. T ifrfAJI SQBHA8 CH IMA BOSK IaS 
LIVING IN SIKIANG PROVINCE )F CHINA M THE BOHTKR OF INDIAN STATE OF AS: AM. 

IR N8HR0 • HO IAS REPLYING TO A QUESTION In THE HOUSE SAID GOVERN UBNT HAD 
- SEEN k PRESS REROnT OF THE STATEMENT X M L THEVAR, A MW'BBft OF .JORAi STATE 
LEGISLATIVE ASPEN LX, CLAIMING THAT ROSE >' kb ALIVE AND STATING IN SIKXANG AND 

X * *| 4 

THAT HE iTHPVAR) HAD RECENTLY 54 r T HIM. 

"ALL EVIDENCES THAT GOVERNiEST COLLECTED IS THE PAST FES YEARS CONVINCE® 

THK*S OF TH* DEATH OF NETAJI SUBHAS CH NORA BOSE", IR NEHRU ADDED. 

"THERE IS, THEREFORE* IN THEIR OPINION AO QUESTION OF HIS LIVING IS SIKXANG PROVINCE 
■F CHINA. 80S EVER, GOVERNMENT H ‘ VE APP0ISTW A COMMITTEE TO I SC WHS INTO fN 
*^CIECIDi§TANCES OF METAJI'S DEATH. THE COMMITTEE RILL PROCESS TO #APA8 FOR THE 


PURPOSE SOON". 


MR NEHRU BAS REFERRING TO THE COMMITTEE OF THREE MEMBERS APPOINTED BY 
GOVERNMENT RFC "NT LX UNDER THE CH ITM HSrtIP Of SHAH NaJUZ KHAN, A CLOSE ASSOCIATE 
•OF BOSE IN lAiflKK &MD HIND FJUZ (INDIAN NATIONAL ARMY). SHAH SAFAS SB All AT 
PR ' KNT PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY TO MIL’ AX ND TRANSPORT 4IMISTSR 01 INDIA ■ AS 
•UJOR GENERA . IN I d A. 

THE COMMIT! IE PHICH ALSO INCLUDES A MEMBER OF BOSE'S FAMILY Ii FJP'CISD 


1 


vTO LEAVE FOR JAPAN SHORTLY TO ENQUIRE INTO THE F; CTE 3F BOSE'S T-KaYH*. 


. . . « 19- 
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.SSTPnST OF INDIA DECEMBER 4,19 55. 

« 

// 

PTI PUTT-MAT UMPAR ) 

'UTTA, DECEMBER 4 (FTI) NIMRENDRA DUTT-MAZOMPAR, WWMJR MINISTER 0? :T 

*MGAL GOV 88MSNT, C LAI Sib TODAY THERE RAF A PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE TO PROVE 
THAT SUBHAS CHANDRA BORE BELIEVE© TO H..V DI D IN A PLANE CRASH IN JAPAN WAS 


STILL ALIVE. 


THIS CLAIM CASE ON Til* HEELS OF IHF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA'S ANNOUNC 1 NT 
OF A THREE-MAN COMMISSION H aDED BY SHAH HuhkZ, 0N r Of CLOSE ASSOCIATES 0 
NFTAJI BOSE IN AZAD HIND FOUJ (INDIAN NATIONAL .V MY) AND A HO FAS MAJOR G?N* AL 
IN I N A, FAS BEING SENT TO JaPjJH TO INVESTIGATE INTO TH’ CIRCOaJSTf.SC S 
RELATING TO THE DEATH OF BOSE. 

DOTf-MAZOMDAR MLCOfc! D TH : ANNOUKC WENT BUT ! : .,ID GOVL HMCTT'S ASSUMPTION 
OF TH* DEATH AS A FOREGONE CONCLUSION SPI?I? TO I F’ GUIDED BY BIAS AND P’-’-MT/ CTIOfl 
IN SUPPORT OF CONCLUSION AL DU HiH 1 !). THIJ ’ ULD Pi Si »! APPROACH. 

HE SAID WHAT AS "RALLY CALLED FOR AS COMPETENT FACTFINDING f OMISSION 
COMPOSED OF -m NOT ONLY ENJOYING CONFinCiCF OF 3 NFRAL ^TIFLIC PUT ALSO 


EXPERIENCED IN DELICATE TASK 0? I IV .LITIGATIONS TO COLLECT AND ANALYSE I'M ACTS . 
A ME CI'-CWt.TJ.NCF ’ ITH C ETICAL AMD SC If ITIFIC • FANS. FULFILMFNI )? SUCH TASK 
CALLED FOB MJC8 MV ■ THAN OUAUTI I Of R’- SOLDIER OP. OF \FPFCTIO.|*TF BhOTi^ 



HF ADPFD. 

(THE THPFV-MAN COMMISSION IS JP-Ciu TO INCL1JB ■■ SUPPSI! GRANDPA R '■£ 

BROTH R OF N'T-'-JI ROSE AND AN OFFICIAL VO RF NOMINATED BY THE GOV RN JT )F 


? -ET BENGAL, HOME PROVINCE OF M ’ I A J I FOLK 

DOTT-H/70MPAH SBGG? TED . JURIST BF »; :• jCIATKD ' ITH TH! 

...nr *a?:» 



' 
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VISITOR’S PASS 

5 L .D. H. 4 0^y£7f47Vr 

NAME Z,!j.4K- 


FIRM £*^^ 4 - 


TO SEE 

s' 

BUSINESS 
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No. 1 


Translation of written statement by Mr. K.Texei, 
Miyoshi Chemical Co. Ltd., Establishment Office, 
No. 8, 1-chome, Kanda, Tamchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 
at the Chancery on the 8th August 1958. 




To try to determine with all our efforts whether 


or not the article( oriental emerald, C. 18,400, 
951 momme) belongs to Chandra Bose. 




Others(Star supphire and white dia) 

If there are no records in the Embassy, we will do 
our best and find evidence to show that the article 
belongs to Chandra Bose. 


No. 2 


No. 3 


We will explain to the present holder of the 
article t’ at his possession of the article is 
illegal. and try to have it transfered to the 
Embassy. 



If the Embassy has any good methods, we will give 
full cooperation with you. without remuneration. 




In the case of No. 1 & 2, remuneration is needed 
for the present holder and others who cooperate. 


No. 4. Have an appointment to see the present holder. 

Name ss 1. Taj ima 2. Nakamura 3. Kameuchi 

4. Go shu so 5. Ando 

No. 5 Those who determined it to be oriental emerald 
C. 18,400(951 momme) are: 

K. Takei, M. Takumi and K. Urabe. 

y 

The attached name card reads: 

Keizo Takei 

Sanji Chemical Industries Go., Ltd., 

Founding office: 8, 1 chome, Kanda 0- machi, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo (Tel .) (25) 56 1 3 





'£> 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL .\K 
NEW DELHI. 

3rd July 1956, 

My dear Sen, 

Thank you for your letter No . Amb/PS-Il/56 of June 26. 

We are glad to know that the Government of Japan extended 
every possible assistance to the Enquiry Committee. Shri Suresh 
Bose has throughout proved difficult to deal with. I was 
therefore glad to hear from Maitra yesterday that better sense 
seems to be dawning on him and there is a chance of his 
agreeing to a unanimous report. 

We are very happy to hear many complimentary references 
by the members of the Committee to the assistance which they 
received from your Embassy, in particular from Bar and yourself. 

Yours sincerely, 

(S .Butt) 

Foreign Secretary. 



Shri B.R.Sen, 
Ambassador of India, 
Tokyo . 
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No. Amb/PS -11/56 


/ 





June 26, 1956 





My dear Dutt, 

I write in reply to your D.O.No. F. S/674 dated 
June 19 about the work of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
in Japan. 

2. The arrival of the Committee had been eagerly- 
awaited and the Japanese Government had made all necessary 
preparations. The Committee wtfs , therefore, able to start 
their work immediately on their arrival, I accompanied 
them when they made their first formal call on Foreign 
Minister Shigemitsu. When Subhas Bose visited Japan for 
the first time Shigemitsu was- Foreign Minister. In moving 
terms Shigemitsu spoke of his associations with Subhas 
Bose, He told me last year that soon after he came out of 
the Sugamo Prison after serving his term as a War criminal 
he was asked to lead a Japanese Goodwill Mission to India 
to hand over Subhas Bose's ashes now preserved in the 
Renkoji Temple in Tokyo. 

3. - The Committee worked very hards the pace was set 
by Shah Nawaz Khan himself. Shah Nawaz Khan showed 
himself a fine gentleman, full of courtesy, conscientious 
and hard -Ivor king , hopest and straight-forward. In fact, it 
is his honesty and straight -forwardness which brought .Jhlm 
trouble. Though I had cautioned Shah Nawaz a& r nst making 
any loose statements to the Press and had in fact asked him 
to channel all statements through our Information Officer, 
unfortunately, one day, at the early stage of the enquiry, 
a Press reporter walked into Shah Nawaz* s room and took him 
off his guard. At that time Shah Nawaz was alone, Shah 
Nawaz made a statement which was altogether unfortunate. In 
explaining why the Committee had come so many years after 
the event he said that this was because Japan was under 
occupation by the U.S.A. and there might have been American 
interference ahd, besides, the Japanese people might have 
been embarrassed. On the ’missing treasure* he said that 
he was definitely of the opinion that there was no such 
treasure and all that there was is now stored in our 
National Museum In Delhi. The latter part of this state- 
ment roused the ire of those local Indian associates of 
Subhas Bose who had long made the ’missing treasure' a subject 
of acrimonious controversy and also a means for self- 
publicity. Two persons who to k the lead in this 
agitation were A.M.Nair, how o \qt of a small Indian 
restaurant, and Miglani , who Sv *es in the editorial 

board of the Asahl Evening News* 'n important daily paper 
in Japan, These two persons obt\ led the good offices 
of the local P.T.I. representative Tandon, who was himself 
nursing a grievance against the Cov ittee for not giving 
him any special treatment. Tandon *>ant a despatch which 
was widely published in the Indian Press, in which the 
demand of these two Individuals for replacement of Shah 
Nawaz K^an as Chairman was put forward. Later, this matter 
was raised in Parliament to which P.M. gave an effective 
reply. 

4. VJhen I saw this statement of Shah Nawaz in the 
local Press I immediately sent for him and told him that 
if the Committee's work was to be carried on smoothly 




such a mistake should not happen again. I am glad to 
say that Shah Nawaz Khan did not repeat the mistake 
during his stay here. I also warned the Indian 
community, including Nair and Miglani, at the Annual 
General Meeting of the Indian Association on May 12 
that the Committee must have the fullest support and 
cooperation of all Indian nationals being a Committee 
appointed by our own Government. These two individuals, 
however, remained hostile and refused to appear before 
the Committee though invited to do so. 

5. As regards the attitude of Suresh Chandra Bose, 
about which you wrote to me, I am afraid he was a problem 
throughout. As Chairman, Shah Nawaz could exercise 
little control over him. During the examination of 
Witnesses, Bose often showed bad temper, both to Shah 
Nawaz and to Mftitra and, sometimes, even to witnesses. 

Shah Nawaz spoke to me in high praise of Maitra's 
patience and self-control in the face of Bese*s provocations. 
Shah Nawaz himself showed no less patience and self- 
control in dealing with him. Bose appeared to me to be 

not quite all there. Some of his actions were strange. 

For instance, without telling Shah Nawaz or Maltra, 
he arranged to pay a call on the widow of General To Jo 
who must have been known to him to have taken an active 
part in the last death anniversary celebration held in 
Renkoji Temple for Subhas Bose. On another occasion, Bose 
slipped away to visit the Renkoji Temple and see the ashes 
for himself. Before he left Tokyo he distributed copies 
of Subhas Bose’s photographs to many Japanese associates 
of Subhas Bose who had testified before the Committee 
to his death. These actions seem inconsistent with the 
belief to which he is reported to have given expression 
here that Subhas Bose is not dead and will re-appear at the 
proper time, 

6. Once or twice I tried to sound Suresh Chandra Bose 
about his general trend of thinking but he always avoided 
a frank discussion with me. Finally I decided to let him 
alone as I was afraid that any direct approach by me on 
the subject might give him a handle to use against his 

/later on colleagues and against Government/in case he found his 
recommendations unacceptable to them. It is easy to be 
wise after the event. But, in retrospect, his selection 
as a member of the Committee appears to have been a mistake. 
Whether or not any other member of the Bose family could 
have stood up to the pressures, both hidden and open, which 
are being exercised by the other members of the family 
and also by some of the so-called followers of Subhas Bose 
in Calcutta, it is however difficult to say. 

7. I enclose a note by A.X.Dar, First Secretary, who 
kept in touch with the Committee throughout their stay in 
Japan. 


Yours sincerely, 


(B. RlSen) 

Shri S. Dutt, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 


MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI. 



D.O.No. FS/ 


June 19, 1956. 


My dear Sen, 

Shri Shah Nawaz Khan had a talk yesterday 
afternoon with the Prime Minister about the work of his 
Committee in Japan. Earlier he had a talk also with me 
on the same subject. He was full of praise for the 
co-operation which you and the Embassy had extended to 
his Committee in Tokyo. At the same time he complained 
of the rather extraordinary attitude throughout adopted by 
Shri Suresh Chandra Bose. Shri Bose, according to 
Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, was generally non-cooperative and 
gave the impression that the other two members of the 
Committee had made up their minds that Netaji was dead 
and it was his duty to expose them and reveal the truth. 

On the other hand, the Japanese Government are said to 
have been most co-operative. They placed all the evidence 
that was available in Japan at the disposal of the Coramittee. 

2. The Prime Minister would like me to find out 

from you hovr the Coramittee functioned generally in Tokyo 
and to what extent they received co-operation from the 
Government and the people of Japan. You might also let 
us have, for our personal information, your own appreciation 
of Shri Bose's attitude. 


Yours sincerely, 



(S. Dutt) 


Shri B.R. Sen, 
Ambassador of India, 


TOKYO 
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41400 TOKYO 9/5 T'O OLD INDIAN RESIDENTS JAPAN ETCONNECTED INDIAN INDEPENDENCE 
MOVEMENT JAPMRIS-E TODAY DEMANDED RECiJjL SHiiHNAV-AZ KHaN CHAIRMAN BOSE COMMISSION 
AND HIE REPLACEMENT BY QUOTE SUITABLE PERSONALITY UNQUOTE PARA INDIANS DEMAND 
MADE ST/TEMEITTV.ISE PRESSTRUST CM AS PROTEST AGAINST AYE PRESS INTERVIEW 
SHAH NAY AZ GAVE LOCAL NEV SPARER I HIGH PHSmOB APPEARED TODAY P RA DEMAND CAME 
WHEN COMMISSIONS ACTIVITIES JAPAHMSF V ERE HARDLY ONEDAY OLD (MORE) 


41410 ADD 41400 SHAH NAWAZ IN HIS PRESS INTERVIEW NIPPON TIMES MADE REFERENCES 
TO JEV'LERRY COMMA AMERICAN OCCUPATION aND PRESENT JAPANESE FOREIGN MINISTER 
SHIGEMITSU PARA REFERRING JET. ELLERY HE SAID HIS INTERVIEW* QUOTE SOCALLED TREASURE IN 
FORM DIAMONDS AID OTHER PRECIOUS STONES FOSE WAS SUPPOSED TO BEEN CARRYING IS AYE 
MYTH STOP ACTUALLY THEY WERE ORNAMENTS OF NO GREAT VALUE STOP EYE KNOT IT BECAUSE 
EYE WAS IN EOSES GOVERN <ENT IN EXILE STOP ITEMS WERE SENT INDIA AND THEY NOW IN 
NATIONAL MUSEUM NEW DELHI UNQUOTE PARA SHAHNAWA2 ALSO SAID .COMMISSION HAD COME 
JAPAN QUOTE WITH OPEN MIND OUTFLND TRUTH STOP WE HAVE NO PREOCCUPATION ABOUT IT 
ONE YAY OR OTHER DASH WHETHER BOSE DID OR BIDNT DIF IN AUGUST 1945 UNQUOTE (MORE) 


41430 ADD 41410 SHAH NAWAZS REFERENCE AMERICAN OCCUPATION V AS MADE IN REPLY TO 
EXPLAINING DELAY SEVERAL YEARS IN INVESTIGATION PARA HE SAID QUOTE BE DIDNT COME 
EARLIER BECAUSE JAPAN WAS OCCUPIED BY AMERICA STOP THERE MIGHT BEEN AMERICAN 
INTERFERENCE AND BESIDES JAPANESE PEOPLE ilGHT BEEN EMBaRRASED UNQUOTE PARA SHAHNAFAZ 
ALSO DENIED AS QUOTE TOTALLY UNFOUNDED UNQUOTE REPORT THAT INQUIRY BEING MADE THIS 
LATE DATE TO FIND NEW POLITICAL LEADER REPLACE PREMIER NEHRU PARA REFERRING SHIGEMITSU 
SHAHNAFAZ OUTPOINTED QUOTE SHIGEMITSU YHO V AS FOREIGN MINISTER IN LAST DAYS OF VAR 


AND K iEY BOSE YELL IS NOW FOREIGN MINISTER AGAIN 


UNQUOTE (MORE) 


I . V. 


© 


41/35 ADD 41430 TVO INDIANS DASH DLL BAR MIGLANl FOREIGN NEWS EDITOR ASAHI 
EVENING HEP'S AND FORMERLY FOREIGN HEPS EDITOR HIPPOS TIMES AND AM MMtf S/JR 
FORMERLY CHIEF LAI SOS OFFICER BPTCEEN JAPANESE ARMY j#D INDIAN INDEPENDENCE 
LEAGUE US DASH STAT EMFNTY I SE SAID QUOTE IT IS EVIDENT FROM SHAHNAWAZS INTERVIEW 
THAT HF HAS PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS ABOUT V.HOLE BOSH CASE STOP IT FOLLOWS 
CONCLUSIVELY THAT COLLECTION EVIDENCE BY COMMISSION UNDER HIS CHAIRMANSHIP 
V ILL CERTAINLY EE FARCICAL ON IDT F PARA INDIANS SAID THEY HAD EVIDENCE V H1CH 
THEY WERE HEADY PUT BEFORE COMMISSION TO SHOT THAT QUOTE TREASURE HAS VITAL 
LINK WITH BOSE CASE STOP BUT NOV V.E FF.FL GREATLY RELUCTANT APPEAR AT ALL BEFORE 
COMMISSION FOR EVIDENCE VIE?' CHAIRMANS PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS UNQUOTE PARA THEY 
ALSO FELT SHaHNAV'AZS INTERVIEW' MAY COMPEL OTHERS ALSO QUOTE VHO ARE GREATLY 
INTERESTED IN CLEARING BOSE CASE FOR GOOD OF INDOJAPANESE RELATIONS UNQUOTE 
TO STAY AWAY PARA (MORE) 


41/40 ADD 41/35 MILL AN I NAIR CH aR aCT ERI SFD SHaHNA? AZS REFERENCE SHIGEMITEU 
AND AMERICAN OCCUPATION AS QUOTE UNFORT UN - TE UNQUOTE IN WAY GOOD RELATIONS 
BFTVEFN INDIA JAPAN INDIA AMERICA STOP THFY ASKED DOES SHAH IN AW AZ MEAN SAY 
COMMISSION 1 OULDNT BFEiJ APPOINTED IF SH1GEMITSU VASNT FOREIGN MINISTER PARA 
POTH INDIANS SAID AFTER READING INTERVIEW THEY CONVINCED SHAHHAWAZ QUOTE IS 
UNFIT PRESIDE OVER HISTORIC COMMISSION AND IT' LEAVES NO ALTERNATIVE BUT DEMAND 
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE INDIA R«CALL HIM FOR REPLACEMENT BY SUITABLE PERSONALITY 


UNQUOTE PTI 



41600 TOKYO 9/5 SHAHMAlr AZ CONFIRMED HIS CONTKOV ERCI AL PRESS I NTERVI Flf> TO PTI LATER 
TODAY PAPA VHFi'J HIS ATTENTION DRAIN TO OBJECTION BY TWO INDIANS HE TOLD PTI 
QUESTION JEWELLERY NOT INCLUDED IP TERMS OF REFERENCE OF ESttOSSm COMMITTEE 
STOP OUOTF IF IT COMES IJ P INCIDENTALLY COMMITTEE FILL WRITE IT DOT N «ND REPORT 
GOVERNMENT STOP COMMITTEE DOES NOT INTEND MAKE DETAILED INVESTIGATION INTO 
mmwmj SOCALLFD TREASURE UNQUOTE PARA LEARNT NAIH mIGLaNI BEEN APPROACHED 
APPEAR BEFORE COMMITTEE FOR EVIDENCE MaY 18 PTI 


* <V » 
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STATEM EN T by A.M. NMR AND L.:., MIGL^I . 


YE ARE GREATLY mUJKSXK PERTURBED TO READ IN TODAY'S ( WAY 9,1956) ' 
NIPPON TIMES AN INTERVIEW GIVEN BY MR SHaHHAYAZ KHAN, CHkIBMaN OF THE BOSE ENQUIRY 
COMMITTEE. 


mm IN IT MR. KHAN IS STATED TO HAVE DENIED EXISTENCE OF VALUABLE RICHES 


WITH NETAJI EOSE. HE IS QUOTED TO HAVE SAID THE SOCaLLED TREASURE ERICH NETAJI 
Y AS " SUPPOSED" T'0 HAVE BEEN C. DRYING IS A " MYTH". 

IT IS EVIDENT FROM HIS INTERVIEW THAT HE HAS PRECONCEIVFD NOTIONS ABOUT THE 
THOLE BOSE CASE it ID IT FOLLOWS CONCLUSIVELY THAT COLLECTION OF EVIDENCE BY THE 
COMMISSION UNDER HIS CHAIRMANSHIP '/ILL CERTAINLY BE FARCICAL. 

MR. KHAN'S INTERVIEW* HAS COME AT a TIME V HEN THE COMMITTEE HAS HARDLY 
STARTED FUNCTIQ JING SINCE ITS ARRIVAL A FEY. DAYS AGO. 

VE BELIEVE IT IS AN ATTEMPT ON HIS PART TO DISCOURAGE A THOROUGH INVESTI- 
GATION INTO THE LINKS BFT7EEN THE JEV ELERRY ROBBERY AND BOSE MYSTERY. 

DE HAVF EVIDENCE V'HICH Y E VERB READY TO PUT BEFORE THE COMMITTEE. TO SHOT 
THAT TREASURE HAS A VITAL LINK V ITH BOSE CASE. 

f'E NOV FEEL GREATLY RELUCTANT TO APPEAR AT ALL BEFORE THF COMMITTEE FOR 
EVIDENCE IN VIE?' OF THE CHAIRMAN'S PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS. 

VE ALSO FEEL OTHERS Y'HO ARE GREATLY INTERESTED IN CLEARING THE BOSE MYSTERY 
FOR THE GOOD OF I NDO- JAPANESE RELATIONS ivtiiY NOV FEEL COMPELLED TO STAY AY.' AY. 

V E. FFFL MR. KHAN ' S UNFORTUNATE I JTERVIEY MIGHT HAVE ALREADY DONE AN 
IRREPARABLE DAMAGE TO THE CAUSE OF IN DO-J AP ANESE RELATIONS TO IMPROVE: YHICH 
MANY JAPANESE AMD INDIANS HAVE BEEN EAGERLY LOOKING, FORWARD TO THE DAY YHES THIS 
BOSE CASE IS SOLVED FOR THE GOOD OF BOTH THE NATIONS. 

VE ALSO REGRET HIS REFERENCE TO MR. MAHORU SHIGEMITSU, JAPANESE FOREIGN 
MINISTER, IN HIS INTERVIEW, AND TO AMERICA:! OCCUPATION IN JAPAN. V.E FEEL IT IS 
UNFORTUNATE AND STANDS IN THE WAY OF GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN INDIA AND JAPAN AND 
INDIA AND AMERICA. 


DOES MR. KHAN BY HIS REFERENCE TO MR 
COMMITTEE WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN APPOINTED 


SHIGEMITSU MEiiN TO SAY THAT THE Frl'niRY 
IF' MR. SHIGEMITSU Y'aS NOT THE PRESENT 


* / 69 

(PRESENT) FOREIGN MINISTER ? 

THE I s HOLE 1NTERVIEP AS READ BY US l:i THE NIPPON TIMES CONVINCES US THAT 
MR. SHAHNA AZ KHAN IS UNFIT TO MXJC PRESIDE OVER THIS HISTORIC COMMITTEE ND 
LEAVES US PITH NO ALTERNATIVE BUT TO DEMAND OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE 


OF INDIA TO RECALL HIM JM FOR REPLACEMENT BY A SUITABLE' PERSONALITY. 


<Uic Siuikn Shtmlmn 


7-2, 1-CHOME, OTEMACHI, CHIYODA-KU, 


TOKYO, 100-8078, JAPAN. 

TEL 8 1-3-3246-0 123. 3275-8741 
FAX. 8 1 -3-3246-1 1 68, 3275-8955 


Request for Interview 


6 th Oct 2009 


Dear Sir, 


I am a journalist working for The Sankei Shimbun , a Japanese daily . 

I am currently writing an article on Netajis ashes , and I would be pleased if 
you could accept my interview in regard of your opinions about some 
particulars enquired below •' 

1, How do you appreciate the Renkouji and the Murti family, Netajis ashes 
have been kept for about 60years ? 

2, What was the results of DNA testing? 

I deeply appreciate if you could spare some time at your convenience. 


The Sankei Shimbun 
Deputy foreign news editor 


Yours faithfully, 



Looking forward to hearing from you soon. 



Mobile :090 6827 3162 

Email k iny a . fu j imoto@nifty. com 
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Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 


Phone : (03) 3265-5036 
Fax : (03) 3262-2301 


No. F.5(l)NGO-I 



March 8, 1999 


Dear f 

There has been no response to my Top Secret letter of even 
number dated September 11, 1998, regarding Netaji. I would 
appreciate guidance in the matter. 

n 

i Yours sincerely, 

(Siddharth Singh) 


Shri K. Raghunath, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 


NEW DELHI. 



AMHASSADC 


)R 


No.F. 5(l)NGO-I 
Dear 
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Embassy of India 
2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 


Phone : (03)3265-5036 
Fax (03) 3262-2301 

September 11, 1998 


For some time now, the Japanese Government has been asking us to take back the 
ashes of Netaji which have so far been kept in Renkoji Temple, Tokyo. This matter was 
last raised when Foreign Minister Ikeda visited India in July 1997. The problem has been 
the absence of consensus, specially amongst the family, that the ashes in Japan actually 
belong to Netaji. For a long time, die veracity of the reported death of Netaji in Formosa 
was questioned; contrasting reports that Netaji had been spotted in different countries 
simply added to the confusion. Now, even for the sake of argument if it is held that 
Netaji was not involved in the plane crash, it could be generally accepted that on the age 
factor alone he would most likely be dead. But those who have argued that Netaji was 
not killed in the plane crash would expectedly maintain that the ashes in Renkoji Temple 
do not belong to Netaji. It boils down to the minimum requirement that the living 
members of Netaji’ s family should be prepared to accept the ashes. We are not sure of 
the latest thinking amongst the family, but till recently differences remained. Two 
Enquiry Commissions, whose findings were accepted by the Government, failed to 
satisfy an important section about the fate of Netaji. I find that in the last session of 
Parliament, Government declined a request for yet another Enquiry Commission to look 
into the matter. This shows that the controversy has not yet abated. 


So far, all attention has been focussed only on the one urn, kept in Renkoji 
Temple, that is supposed to contain the ashes of Netaji. We now understand from Mr. A. 
Murthy of Ajanta Restaurant in Tokyo that there may be another urn, containing part of 
the ashes of Netaji, which has been in the custody of his family since 1945. He wants to 
hand over this urn to GOI and has also suggested that his aged mother, not in good 
health, be enabled to convey some personal recollections of the events of 1945 related to 
Netaji’s ashes and the so-called INA treasure. Jaishankar has looked into the files in the 
Embassy and set down the position in the enclosed note. 

I would be grateful for advice on how we should proceed in the matter. If it is felt 
that the urn should be taken over from the Murthy family, and the old lady be allowed to 
recall her memories, I think this would best be undertaken by someone from Delhi, 
perhaps from MHA since the setting up of the two Enquiry Commissions and the 
examination of their reports must have been handled by them. The question of what to 
do with the second urn also needs careful consideration. Before any action is taken, it 
may be useful to examine the Enquiry Commission’s reports to see whether any 
reference is available about the second urn. I shall await further instructions. 

P) p ours sincerely, 

VcfdUKojClA^' 

(Siddharth Singh) 

Shri K. Raghunath, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 

New Delhi. 


M 9.^ 
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
TOKYO 



Mr.A.Murthy of Ajanta Restaurant mentioned to me in passing that 
his family had in custody an urn (porcelain jar?) containing Netaji’s 
ashes. He indicated that these ashes were left with them by his uncle, 
Mr.Ramamurthy, a close associate of Netaji, and the ex-Chairman of 
Indian Independence League in Japan. According to him, while the main 
ashes were taken to Renkoji temple, there was some concern that the 
Occupation Forces may confiscate it. Therefore, Netaji’s associates 
thought it prudent to retain some part of the ashes elsewhere and these 
ashes have remained in his family custody since 1945. 

2. Mr.Murthy also claimed that he mentioned the matter orally from 
time to time to the Embassy, though he was not very clear about the 
details. He was now concerned about the responsibility of retaining 
these ashes, which were in his mother’s house, and wanted the Embassy 
to take them over. 

3 . I had discussed this matter with Ambassador who directed that our 
papers regarding Netaji be examined to see if any light could be shed on 
the above-mentioned matter. 

4. Having gone through the files, I find that there is no previous 
reference to, or even an indirect indication of, the existence of Netaji’s 
ashes other than those kept at Renkoji temple. However, I do find that 
Mr.A.Murthy’s father, Mr. J.Murthy , was a witness at the Netaji Enquiry 
Commission of 1970 which was conducted by Justice G.D.Khosla. 
Another relevant reference is the testimony of Mr.S.A.Ayer, a member of 
the INA Provisional Government, which was presented to Parliament in 
March 1952. That testimony refers to the ashes of Netaji being handed 
over to Mr.Ramamurthy and Mr. Ayer by the Japanese military authorities 
and then being taken to Mr.Ramamurthy’ s house. It was only thereafter 
that the ashes were taken to Renkoji temple. 

5. From the files, it may be noted that GOI has always shown 
considerable caution in regard to officially taking over Netaji’s ashes. 
This is presumably dictated by the consideration that taking over of his 
ashes could cause more controversy. This is a factor to be taken into 
account in examining Mr.Murthy’ s request. 


1 
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6. Mr.A.Murthy also mentioned that his mother has some personal 


recollection of the events in 1945 related to Netaji’s ashes and the so- 
called INA treasure. Mr.Ramamurthy, incidentally, appears to be one of 
the central figures in the long controversy related to the fate of valuables 
which were reportedly in Netaji’s possession at the time of the air crash. 
She was not in very good health and would like her recollection of these 
events recorded by»representative of the Embassy. 

7. I have advised Mr.Murthy that we will revert to him on the above 
matters in due course. 

Ambassador may kindly see. 



11.09.1998 


Ambassador 
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british insults led to formation of ina : amitav ghosh 
' n a d h a r am s ho urie 

new york, June iB (pti) the origin of the Indian 
national army (ina) led by freedom fighter subhas Chandra bose 
1 ay in the insults suffered by indian officers at the hands of 
british army officers, unequal treatment and pay, says writer 
am i tav ghosh, who has interviewed several surviving members of 
force and their associates. 

unable to withstand the insults, captian mohan singly 
who was fighting in maiaya, now Malaysia, when the british 
troops were overwhelmed by the japanese, decided to turn 
against the british masters, ghosh says in an article 
pub I i shed in the special issue of +r»ew yorker+ magazine. 

captain singh founded the indian national army and led 
for ten months before he was arrested by the Japanese for 
oemand i ng a commitment from them for indian sovereignty. 

the author says c?. council of indian representatives had 
•_a l led on the Japanese to make an unconditional commitment to 
indian sovereignty and the japanese balked. 

+ the j r response was to imprison mohan singh — now 
general singh — and remove him to Sumatra where he spent rest 
of the war, -i* he writes. 

t he i n c i dent b r ought subhas c han d r a bose to t he s c ene 
who took over the leadership and leu it for the remaining 20 
months of his life, the author says in the article, published 
i n the spec i a l ed i t i on on i nd i an f i ct i on brought out on the 
oc c as i on o f t he bOt h i nde pen den ce an n i ve rsary o f t he c ou n try* s 
f reedom. 

+he adopted a military style of dress, complete with 
jackboots, and took the tile of ' netaj i ' — 'leader', within a 

short t i me, he had ga I van i sed the i nd i an nat i ona I a rmy, + ghosh 
writes, more pt i ds dk 


zczc pt i 040 
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sina 2 last : 

ina two last new york 

+he was also effective in representing the indian point 
of view to the Japanese: he quickly succeeded in extracting 
^froiii them assurance of independence, autonomy, and equality 
which had previously eluded the indian leadership, during the 
remaining 20 months of his life, he gave the army a new sense 
of purpose, + ghosh says in the article. 

netaj i ’ s inf I uence on the c i v i I i an popu I at i on i n south 
east asia, the author says, was even more impressive. 

+t ho u sands of indians turned out to greet him everywhere 
he went : when he asked for donations, women gave away bangles 
and necklaces: when he called for volunteers, the response was 
to so great that the ina' s recruiting offices were clogged for 
days, it was bose who conceived the idea of a women’s regiment 
— an idea that was met with both ridicule and opposition from 

bose moved his headquarters to ran goon at the end of 
1943 and a few months later, in march, 1944, the Japanese 
launched their assault on india to which the ina contributed 
about 9,000 troops. 

in march, 1944, the Japanese 

l aunched their assault on india to wh i ch the i na contr i bu ted 
about 9 , 000 t r oo p s . 

by mid june, it was clear that the invasion attempt had 
failed, and shorlty afterwards, the british began their own 
push into bur iiia. 

the japanese resisted for another year and in February, 
194b, their defence collapsed. 

with a sizeable entourage of troops and officials, bose 
made his way overland to thailand. 

on august 13, 12 days after the bombing of Hiroshima, 

bose boarded a plane at da nang in Vietnam, the plane crashed 
near ta i pe i that day, and bose, who suffered extensive burns, 
died soon afterwards, according to ghosh. pt i ds dk 
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Received a 'Top Secret' sealed cover No. 
F. 5 ( 1 ) NGO- 1 ( Vol . I II ) from Ambassador of India, Tokyo 
addressed to Foreign Secretary, M.E.A. on 
17- Oi'tfK) at |T If hrs . 


Date : l^/oS/f 4 
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FROM : FOREIGN NEW DELHI 

10: I NDEMBASSY TOKYO 

1 . I NDEMBASSY MANILA 
2. I NDEMDASSY PYONGYANG 

3. COMIND HONGKONG 

4. HI COM I ND CANBERRA 

5. 1 NDEMBASSY VIENT IANE 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
XP TRANSMISSION 

EVENING TRANSMISSION (8PM) 

14 MARCH 1996 

THE FOLLOWING S ITEMS ARE INCLUDED IN THE EVENING TRANSMISSION OF 
MARCH 14IH 

SECTION ONE COLON PRESS REuEASE 

SECTION TWO COLON IMPORTANT NEWS AND DEVELOPMENTS 
SECTION THREE COLON NIL 


PAGE TWO 
SECTION ONE 
PRESS RELEASE 

MS. EMI L I E SCHENKL BOSE, WIDOW OF THE LATE NEIAJI SUBASH CHANDRA 
BOSE, PASSED AWAY ON THE EVENING OF 12XH MARCH 1996, AT AUGSBURG, 
GERMANY. SHE WAS 85 YEARS OLD. THE FUNERAL IS EXPECTED TO BE ON 
18IH MARCH 1996. THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA IS SENDING AN OFFICIAL 
DELEGATION TO REPRESENT THE COUNTRY IN THE FUNERAL. THIS DELEGATION 
IS BEING LED BY SH. DEBI PRASAD PAL, MINISTER OF STATE FOR FINANCE. 

IN A LETTER TO PROF. ANITA PLAFF, DAUGHTER OF MS. EMI LIE SCHENKL 
DOSE, SI. . PRANAB MUKHERJEE MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, SAID 
”1 AM DEEPLY SHOCKED BY THE PASSING AWAY OF YOUR MOTHER, MRS. 

EMI LIE SCHENKL BOSE. MY MEETING WITH HER AND OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR 
FAMILY IN OCTOBER LAST YEAR, LEFT ON ME A LASTING IMPRESSION AND 
EVOKED MEMORIES OF YOUR FATHER - ONE OF THE GREATEST SONS OF INDIA. 
MRS. EMI L I E SCHENKL BOSE WAS AN INVALUABLE LINK WITH THAI GENERATION 
WHICH IS NOW PASSING OUT OF OUR LIVES. MILLIONS ACROSS THE LENGTH 
AND BREADTH OF INDIA HAVE THE HIGHEST REGARD AND RESPECT FOR 
NEIAJI SUBHASH CHANDSRA BOSE’S WIDOW AND I WOULD LIKE YOU TO 
KNOW THAT WE ALL SHARE THE BURDEN OPF YOUR GRIEF . 

I CONVEY TO YOUR AND OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR FAMILY, MY DEEPEST 
CONDOLENCES. ' ' 


NEW DELHI 
MARCH 14, 1996 
STOP ITEM 

SECTION TWO 

THE DESIGNATED COURT DEALING WITH THE HAWALA CASES GRANTED BAIL 
TO FORMER UNION MINISTERS MR BUJA SINGH, MR K NAT WAR SINGH, MR. 

C K JAFFER SHARIEF AND MR KAMAUNASH. THE SPECIAL JUDGE MR V B GUP1A 
IN HIS ORDSER ASKED EACH OF THEM TO FURNISH A PERSONAL BOND OF 
10000 RUPEES AND A SURETY OF EQUAL AMOUNT. 
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2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN OEM B J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 


Embassy of India, 


Fax: 03(3234)4866 


AMBASSADOR 


No. F.5(1 )NGO-1 ( Vol. Ill) 


March 4, 1 996 


My dear 


Xd 




Please refer to the decision about increase in our annual donation to 
the Renkoji Temple (where Netaji's ashes are kept) to one million Yen. 

2. I visited Renkoji today to personally hand over the increased 
contribution. I thanked the Priest, Rev. Koushi Mochizuki, for his devotion 
to the task for looking after the ashes for so many years and mentioned that 
it might take some time before we are able to take the ashes back to India. 

I said that, as a very small token of our appreciation, Government of India 
have decided to enhance the amount of our contribution to Yen 1 million 
from Yen 600,000. 

3. Rev. Mochizuki was very grateful and said that he has seen 
occasional press reports about the on-going debate in India about the ashes. 
He said that he will keep the promise he made to his father to look after the 
ashes as long as necessary and is not interested in the politics of the issue. 
He said that while he hopes that the ashes can be returned to India soon 
with due respect and reverence, he has no problem in looking after them as 
long as required. 

4. As I have reported before, it is clear that we do not have to worry 
about the Renkoji Temple putting any pressure on us to move the ashes, 
especially after this increase. The only pressure that will come is likely to be 
from the ageing associates of Netaji and from the Foreign Office. 



Yours sincerely, 


(Kul r) 



Shri Salman Haidar, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 


O.T.C . 
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From: Foreign New Delhi 
To: Indgembassy Tokyo 


DTG FEB 051800 
DTR FEB 060940 
YEAR 1996 


MOST IMMEDIATE 


No. 0859. 


Ambassador from Dir(CNV). 

Refyrlet No. F.5(l)NGO-I dated 22 January 1996. 
Foreign Secretary has approved increase in GOI 1 s annual 
contribution to the Renkoji Temple from ¥ 600000 (grp 
missing... to?) ¥ 1 million. Formal sanction follows. 


(I.J. PATPATIA) 
CA 


Amba 
^ 



dor 




TOP SECRET 



EMBASSY OF INDIA, TOKYO 


Q-1 >lj FwU|S4_ 

SEfri^f 


Received a 'Top Secret' sealed cover No. 
F.5(l)NGO-l from Ambassador of India, Tokyo 
addressed to Shri Salman Haidar, Foreign Secretary 
on ^ O r— \ r-t'} b a t (j oQ® hrs . 


Date 


; <2o 


Signature 

Name 




J. 

Designation / ^ ^ 


ftffr *r vrsfiwp 

Foreign Secretary's Offio® 

fassi ^rcr 

Ministry of Exteraa) Affairs 
*# fawfyNa* Delhi. 

Please send this slip, duly signed, to PS to 


Ambassador, Embassy of India, Tokyo at the 
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N. Ravi 

Deputy Chief of Mission 
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Embassy of India. 

II. Ktidan-Mmaim lihome, 
Cliiyoda kti. 'I'OKYO 102 
T.-lox: r.'J.IHSli INDKMi; J 
I’lioni': 0:iC!X(i'/!)2:’.'.l 1 
Fax: 0.!(.'!2:M)-IK(i(» 


No. F. 5 ( 1 ) NGO- III 


January 29, 1996 


My dear 

Please refer to your letter No. 25/4/NGO(Pt) 
dated 13th November, 1995. I hereby acknowledge the 
receipt of this contents mentioned therein. 



Yours sincerely. 



Shri Rajat Saha, 

Director ( CNV ) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 




lajat Saha 
Di rector (CNV ) 
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No . 25/ 4/NG0( Pt ) 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 


1.3th November, 1995 



Kindly refer to your letter No . T0K/102/2/92 dated 
24.8.95 forwarding herewith File No 5(l)NGO-I alongwith 
Part file No . 5( 1 )NGO- I (No . Amb/ PS- I 1/56 ) . 

As instructed by FS a copy of your file and the folder 
has been retained by NGO Section. 

The original file alongwith the part file is returned 
herewith . 

Kindly acknowledge receipt. 
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Shri N. Ravi 
Minister & DCM 
Embassy of India, 
Tokyo 
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2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 


Embassy of India, 


WHTrt 


Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN DEMB J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 


Fax: 03(323 1)4866 


AMBASSADOR 


No. F . 5 ( 1 ) NGO- 1 


January 22, 1996 


My dear 





Please refer to the correspondence concerning the 
maintenance and preservation of the ashes of Netaji Subash 
Chander Bose at Renko j i Temple in Tokyo . We have been 
paying them Japanese Yen 600,000 every year to help them to 
defray the cost of keeping the ashes and organizing meeting 
and memorial functions to honour the memory of Netaji. As 
part of our assessment of the desirability to ensure that 
the Renko j i Temple continues to be willing to keep the 
ashes, I had recommended vide my letter no. TOK/102/2/92 
dated 10.6.1995 para 5 that we should increase the amount 
of the donation we make to them. Considering the fact that 
the current amount has remained essentially unchanged for 
the last 18 years, I had recommended that we may increase 
the amount from this year to Yen 1 million ( Japanese Yen 
one million only) . 

2. I shall be grateful for your approval and Ministry's 
formal sanction of special DG for Yen one million so that 
the amount could be paid as early as possible. 

With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


Shri Salman Haidar, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs, 
New Delhi 
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Cy No. 120 (Out ) 


From: Indembassy Tokyo 
To: Foreign New Delhi 


DTG AUG 241600 
DTT AUG 241630 
YEAR 1995 


CRASH CRASH 


No. 11. 


Shri RAJAT SAHA, Director (CNV) from N.RAVI, 
Minister and DCM. 

Reference your telegram No. 5738 dated August 
23, 1995. As instructed by you, the files regarding the 
Ashes of Netaji SUBHASH CHANDRA BOSE have been sent by 
hand of pilot of AI-307 vide Bag No. 34-NEW DELHI (AIR) 
dated 24.8.1995. The flight reaches Delhi around 
1700 hours 1ST today (24.8.95) Thursday. Grateful 
arrange collection. 


Issued. 



(I.J. PATPATIA) 
CA 
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DTG AUG 231645 
DTR AUG 232330 
YEAR 1995 


CRASH CRASH CRASH 


No. 5738. 


N. RAVI, DCM from Dir(CNV). 

Refour telecon of today regarding file on 
Netaji. FS desires that the file be sent immediately 
repeat immediately by special bag. Intimate despatch 
details . 


(I.J. PATPATIA) 
CA 


AMBASSADOR 

DCM 






N. Ravi 

Minister & Deputy Chief of Mission 


No. TOK/1 02/2/92 


August 24, 1995 


My dear 


Please find enclosed File No. 5(1)NGO-l (Subject: Ashes of 
Shri Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose) in original and part file No. 5(1 )NGO-l 
(No.AMB/PS-ll/56). Since the press clippings are very large in numbers, 
they are being sent by bag leaving Tokyo on 27th August, 1995. 

Please acknowledge receipt of these two files. 

Yours sincerely, 

q) 

v/ (_ ( N. Ravi ) 


Shri Rajat Saha, 

Director (CNV) 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi 



ambassador 
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Embassy of India, 

2-11, Kudan-Minami 2-chome, 
Chiyoda-ku, TOKYO 102 
Telex: 2324886 IN DEM 13 J 
Phone: 03(3262)2391 
Fax: 03(3234)4866 

June 10, 1995 

My dear 

Kindly refer to your letter no. 576/FS/95 dated 3rd April, 1 995. 

I have taken some time to reply as we wanted to study the situation 
thoroughly, have some informal discussions with the various people involved 
and make an assessment of the points mentioned in your letter. I would 
sum up the position as follows: 

2. Present arrangements: The ashes are currently kept in an urn on the 
right side of the main altar in the Renkoji Temple in the outskirts (but within 
the city) of Tokyo. The Shrine is looked after by Rev. Yasufumi Mochizuki 
whose father was the priest of the shrine earlier and had personally brought 
the ashes from Taipei about fifty years ago. Once a year, on the occasion 
of Netaji's death anniversary on August 1 8, a memorial service is held which 
is attended by close associates of Netaji and representatives of the 
Embassy. A list of these associates is attached. It would be noticed that the 
youngest is 68 years old while the eldest is eighty eight. 

3. Security: Like in all Shrines in Japan, there is no security except what 
is ensured by the reverence and respect shown by Japanese towards 
religious places. The door is normally kept closed though there is no 
guarantee that it is always locked. Nobody has ever felt the need to do so. 
The normal practice is that whenever anybody wants to visit the Shrine the 
priest is informed and is present during the visit. It might be stressed that 
this Shrine is not exclusively devoted to the ashes of Netaji and there are 
worshippers who have not necessarily come to pay respect to the ashes. 

I might mention that any request from us to beef up security is not likely to 
be received kindly as this is a place of worship open to all. Furthermore, 
any suggestion from us that security should be stepped up could well revive 
the occasional suggestions from the Japanese that we should take the ashes 
to India. 

4. "Pressure" for removal of the ashes to India: In the past there has 
been an impression that there is growing pressure from the Japanese to take 
the ashes to India. My impression is that this so called pressure comes 
more from the associates of Netaji who are getting older and who feel a 
personal sense of responsibility for the ashes. They feel that after them 
there might be nobody to pay proper respect to the memory of Netaji. Even 

I 

a- 


£>y. a/c? , Wl (O/C 
ID- 6 > f 




& 


TOK/102/2/92 


£ 

\jfi Vv ^ ^ 





among this group the main "pressure" for Netaji's ashes to go back to India 
is from the older members, especially Mr Hayashi, who is the Secretry of the 
"Bose Academy" and is in poor health. At the memorial service on 18th 
August last year he is reported to have said that that would be the last 
memorial service "in keeping with Buddhist traditions and practice" (as far 
as we are aware, there is no such hard and fast rule of discontinuing 
memorial services after 50 years). He has also made suggestions on some 
other occasions that we should consider taking the ashes to India. At the 
same time, the younger members seem to be quite willing to carry on the 
memorial service although they would all be happy to see Netaji's ashes 
repatriated to India with due honour and ceremony. A note recorded by 
Minister (Consular) after attending the Memorial Service on August 18, 
1994 is enclosed. We are trying to ascertain informally from various 
members of the group if they will be organising a memorial service this 
coming August 18. Our impression is that they propose to continue this 
practice. I would welcome your guidance on whether we should try to play 
an active role in this regard or merely let the members of the group decide. 

5. The Priest: Our discussions with the priest, Rev. Mochizuki show that 
he is quite happy to carry on the work of looking after the ashes. The 
presence of the ashes gives his temple some additional importance and 
some additional income by way of the Yen 600,000 that we donate annually 
for the upkeep of the temple. I feel it might be desirable to increase his 
motivation and interest by increasing this contribution occasionally. I would 
suggest that next year we may increase it to Yen one million (Rs. 3,67,782 
at this month's official exchange rate). Further increases can be considered 
occasionally. Rev. Mochizuki told our Minister (Consular), who looks after 
this matter, that he has absolutely no problem in continuing this work. He 
also said that his father received these ashes with the blessings of the 
Governments of Japan and India and that he has no intention of doing 
anything without full consultation and approval of these two governments. 

6. Foreign Office: The Foreign Office has occasionally raised this matter 
with us and have asked whether, in view of the forthcoming 50th 
anniversary of Netaji's death and the forthcoming centenary of his birth 
(23rd January, 1 997), we propose to take the ashes back to India. This has 
been asked more in the nature of an enquiry than a suggestion. But we 
know that some members of Netaji's family have occasionally contacted the 
Japanese authorities with various suggestions. Ashis Ray of CNN, who is 
the son of Netaji's elder brother, had visited Japan about a year ago and had 
met the Foreign Office and Ms. Anita Pfaff, Netaji's daughter from his 
purported German wife, had visited Delhi for discussions with other 
members of the family and had been in touch with the Japanese 
Ambassador in Delhi in February 95. She had also written to some 
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associates of Netaji including Mr. Hayashi. I doubt if the Foreign Office 
would do anything without consulting us and seeking our concurrence. In 
fact they never raised the matter with us till the visit of Mr. Ashis Ray. 

7. Assessment: To sum up, Netaji's ashes seem to be housed in an 
adequate manner but, as is traditional in shrines in Japan, there is no 
security against any one who might deliberately wish to create problems. 
Any request to beef up security is not likely to be received kindly but 
whether they will comply or not can only be known if we were to make 
such a request or make specific enquiries. My assessment is that if we can 
point to any specific or concrete threat, they will provide security. But we 
need to keep in mind the fact that these arrangements without any provision 
for security have continued for the last fifty years without any problems and 
unless we have any specific reasons for asking for a change any request is 
likely to raise eyebrows. 

8. While the Japanese will be happier if the ashes were taken to India, 

I do not see anything on the horizon which might result in any pressure on 
us to move the ashes in a precipitate manner. This, however, is based on 
oblique, informal and very discreet enquiries as any open questions by us in 
this regard are likely to create the impression that we are planning on doing 
something. 

9. As regards contingency plans, we would need to know the exact type 
of contingency that we are planning for. If it involves a situation where the 
ashes need to be removed from the temple (which is not foreseen at the 
moment) and where their return to India is not possible, the only possibility 
I foresee is to bring them to the Embassy. The Embassy does not, however, 
have any specific arrangements for public display of these ashes in a manner 
which is consistent with the present atmoshpere of respect and reverence. 
Suitable facilities would need to be constructed with provision for adequate 
security. This could take considerable time. Should a contingency arise 
suddenly, along with a need for greater security, the only viable option for 
the short term would be to keep the ashes locked up in a strong room in the 
Embassy. I should point out, however, that bringing the ashes to the 
Embassy would effectively imply a formal acceptance by the Government 
of India that these ashes are those of Netaji, which, if my understanding is 
right, could create its own problems. 

1 0. The ultimate solution is clearly for a consensus to be reached in India 
for the ashes to go back to India with full honour and ceremony. Till that 
becomes possible, the best option would seem to be to continue the status- 
quo as long as possible. I must, however, stress the point that the present 
arrangements do not provide for any security and that,while no guarantees 
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are possible, these arrangements have continued without any problems for 
the last fifty years. 

11. In the above analysis I have not covered such contingencies as 
natural calamities like earthquake and fire, which would be difficult to 
provide for, and riots or social unrest which are not very common here. 
There is a clear trade off between complete safety and security and public 
access to Netaji's ashes. 



Yours sincerely, 



Shri Salman Haidar, 

Foreign Secretary, 

Ministry of External Affairs 
New Delhi. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS OF NETAJI SUBASH CHANDRA BOSE ACADEMY 


1 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Abe 

(76) 

2 . 

Mr . 

S. 

Aburaya 

(72) 

3 . 

Mr . 

Y. 

I shikawa ( 74 ) 

4 . 

Ms . 

S. 

Ikeda 

(71 ) 

5 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Inoue 

(76) 

6 . 

Mr . 

J. 

Iwahara 

(77) 

7. 

Mr . 

S. 

Okuda 

(72) 

8 . 

Mr . 

H. 

Ohyashik] 

L ( 7 3 ) 

9. 

Mr . 

Y. 

Kanatom: 

1(83) 

10 . 

Ms . 

C. 

Tsukamoto ( 68 ) 

1 1 . 

Ms . 

F. 

Tadokor o 

(73) 

12 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Kuwabara 

(78) 

13 . 

Mr . 

T. 

Neg i sh i 

( 88) 

14 . 

Mr . 

C. 

Fu j i i 

(76) 

15 . 

Mr . 

K. 

Maeda 

(82) 

16 . 

Ms . 

K. 

. Matsushima ( 69 

17 . 

Mr . 

T, 

. Shimoda 

(73) 

18 . 

Mr . 

K. 

. Sakern i 

(74) 

19 . 

Mr . 

K 

. Murata 

(76) 

20 . 

Mr . 

K 

. Mochi zuk 

i (55) 
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21 . 

Mr . 

M 

. Hayashi 

(82) 


85-28 Naganuma-machi , Hachimoj i -shi 

7- 19-5 Joyo Koto-ku 

1101-13-8-2, Azabu 10 fan, Minato-ku 

8- 23-4, Shimomeguro Meguro-ku 

9- 24-2, Syonandai , Fuj i zawa-shi 

5C Nakamine Mansion 27-2-5, Akasaka, 
Minato-ku 

25-21-2, Nishi Azabu, Minato-ku 
902-11-54-3 Wada Suginami-ku 

5- 54-3 I zumi -mach i , Suginami-ku 

*1 H II 

8-47-1 Arakawa , Arakawa-ku 
12-29-2 Sh i rayu r i I zumu-ku , Yokohama 

6- 8-5 Narita Higashi, Suginami-ku 
12-9-1 Tsuga Wakafa-ku, Chiba-shi 
30-1 Higashi Shinmachi , I tawashi-ku 

>606-10-1-5 Minami Aoyama , Minato-ku 
6-19-5 Inamuragasaki , Kamakura-shi 
Co-Tateishi , 7-2373 Ohyaguchi ,Uraawa- 

shi 

1101-6-11-3 Itobashi-ku 
20-30-3 Wada Suginami-ku 
(Renkoji Temple) 

3000 Noforito Tama-ku, Kamasaki-shi 





On August 18, 1994, I attended the memorial service at the 
Renkoji Temple organised by Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy 
to mark the 49th death anniversary of Netaji. The organisers 
called it the 50th memorial service as per the calculations in 
Buddhist tradition. The memorial service was held at 1 p.m. in 
the main temple and was conducted by Rev. Mochijuki, son of late 
Rev. Mochijuki who had received Netaji 's ashes at this temple. 

In view of the announcement of the organisers made earlier that 
since the members of the Academy were getting old, this will be 
the last memorial service, about 70 persons attended the service 
as against 50 last year. After the conclusion of the memorial 
service at about 2 p.m., all the 70 persons moved to a hall where 
speeches were delivered by members of the Subhash Chandra Bose 
Academy and other guests. The speeches mostly related to 
reminiscences of their association with Netaji and INA. Most of 
the members of the Academy had known Netaji personally and con- 
tinue to be enamoured of his personality and great virtues even 
today. Mr. M. Hayashi , Secretary of the Academy, stated in his 
speech that according to the Buddhist tradition and practice, 
50th memorial service will be the last one and -from next year 
there will be no memorial service. He also stated that he was 
looking forward to the day when Netaji J s ashes will be 
repatriated with honour to India. Some relatively younger mem- 
bers of the Academy, however, stated in their speeches that they 
would like to continue remembering Netaji. Towards the end of 
the function, I was also asked to speak a few words on this occa- 
sion. In a brief speech, I thanked Rev. Mochijuki, Mr. Hayashi 
and other functionaries of the Academy for organising the func- 
tion. I also hinted in my speech that though we were informed 
that most of the members of the Academy are old, I, in fact, 
found lot of young spirit in most of them. 

2. Like previous year, the function was also attended by press 
reporters. One reporter from TV Asahi and two from Kyodo News 
Service were present. Their names are enclosed. J-. thssc three 
reporters, Takezumi Ban of Kyodo News Service had contacted me on 
phone on 17.8.94 afternoon and had asked a few questions. The 
questions related to the cause of Indian authorities' indecision 
in taking away the ashes from Renkoji Temple. I told him that 
the main hurdle was that some of the family members and friends 
still had doubts in their minds about the death of Netaji in the 
air crash on August 18, 1945. He further asked if Indian Em- 
bassy, Tokyo, would make some arrangement for holding the 
memorial service in view of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Academy's 
decision to discontinue this service from next year. I told them 
that once the doubts in the minds of relatives and friends of the 
Netaji were cleared, the entire question of taking care of 
Netaji's ashes and its repatriation could be decided. He asked 
some more questions about differences between Gandhi ji and Netaji 
and was informed that their goal was the same, i.e., freedom for 
India, but the difference was that Gandhiji wanted to adopt non- 
violence as the means to achieve the goal whereas Netaji wanted 
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to achieve -freedom with -force. Hidetoshi Hara, Sta-ff Reporter of 
Kyodo News Service, asked me some questions after the function on 
August IB. His first question was if Netaji was still respected 
in India. I told that Netaji is our national hero and his great 
qualities of dedication to his ideals and selfless sacrifice for 
the sake of his country continue to be respected and remembered 
even today. He further put a question that what would have been 
the present shape of India if Netaji was alive and returned to 
India after independence. I sidetracked the question by replying 
that one cannot possibly imagine history. He also focussed on 
the differences between Netaji and Gandhi ji and was given the 
reply on the same lines as to the former correspondent . The 
Asahi TV representative, though introduced herself to me, did not 
come up with any question. They covered the entire function 
which will be televised on channel 10 on a day to be fixed later. 
The coverage on this year’s memorial service is yet to appear in 
the press. 

3. During my informal talks with the members of the Academy, I 
gathered that they have almost decided to carry on this memorial 
service in future also. While they are keen that Netaji 's ashes 
should be repatriated to India with honour, they nurture the 
memories of Netaji with great love and respect. Mr. Hayashi’s 
announcement (Secretary of the Academy) during his speech that 
this year’s ceremony was the last memorial service, effectively 
meant that he himself desired to be relinquished of this respon- 
sibility. Other members, younger than Mr. Hayashi (Mr. 
Futaranosuke Nagoshi , former Professor of Takachiho University 
located near Netaji Academy, Mr. Kawamura, who was formerly run- 
ning a Public Accounts Office and Mr. Okuda, Managing Director, 
Saudi Arab Airlines, Tokyo) are, however, keen to take over this 
responsibility and carry on the memorial service. 


Submitted for information. 
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(Bhushan Jain) 
Mini ster (C) 
22.08.94 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NFW PtLHI-1 10911 

June 7, 1995 



From: Foreign New Delhi 
To : Indembassy Tokyo 


Aabaeaador from FS 


Please reter my letter No. 5761/FS/95 dated 3 
April 1995 regarding Netaj i Subhash Chandra Bose. 
Grateful if you could expedite reply^ 



(u. Haidar) 
Foreign Secretary 
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FOREIGN SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHI-110011 



My dear Amb^ssadlor, 


3 April 1995 


The Union Cabinet had considered on 8th 
February, 1995 the question of bringing the mortal 
remains of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose from Japan to 
India. While deferring a final decision. Cabinet 
directed that the dependability of the arrangements in 
Japan should be properly examined and that a 
contingency plan for the proper upkeep of the mortal 
remain should be drawn up and that our Ambassador in 
Tokyo be specifically requested to look into these 
aspects . 


2. Before further action is taken, please send 
us a detailed report on present arrangements, the 
necessary changes required in the upkeep facilities 
and what manner of interaction and discussions with 
various authorities in Japan are required to ensure an 
appropriate follow up qf the Cabinet decision. 


w up qf the C; 

])\\ IjV^ knl 
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Yours sincerely, 

f I , 

( S. Haidar ) 


Shri K. Sahdev 
Ambassador 
Embassy of India 
Tokyo 
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TO ] 

| FROM 

Shri R.S. Kalha, 

N. Ravi 

Joint Secretary (AP) 

Charge d' Affaires 

MEA 

Embassy of India 

New Delhi 

Tokvo 

Fax No: 301-2113 | 

| Fax No: 3262-1273 

Total number of pages including cover page: 2 


February 8, 1995 


Dear ^La ^, . k &J2J~a. ) 


Reference our discussions regarding Renkoji temple. 
The assistance being extended for maintaining a certain 
portion of the temple is adequate and its continuance is 
necessary. No change in this assistance is needed at present. 
It is more important that frequent and greater visibility be 
afforded to the ageing, but reasonably active, colleagues of 
the person whose memory is enshrined at the temple. 

As you may be aware, on October 21st, 1993 a 
function was hosted by the Mission for the ageing colleagues, 
to coincide with the founding of the Provisional Govt, of Azad 
Hind. It was well received and the participants were duly 
encouraged. No similar event could be organised later for want 
of instructions from the Ministry. 

In the circumstances, and in view of the approaching 
birth centenary of the person in question (in 1997), a clear 
decision to hold an event on January 23 and August 18 of every 
year in the Mission could be favourably considered. This would 
assuage the feelings of the ageing colleagues. It may be 
emphasised here that the form of assistance currently being 
extended is most suitable and continues to have a favourable 
influence on the recipient. The point regarding the ageing 
and the passing from the scene of the Indian leader's ex- 
colleagues, is a valid one. However, yearly functions with 
reasonable publicity for these ex-colleagues would help 
signif icanctly . 


© 


2 

As you are aware, the matter of the final moments 
in the life of the former leader is currently sub-judice in a 
Calcutta Court. It would help matters a great deal if suitable 
steps were taken to facilitate an early decision, by 
concentrating all energies on helping establish the fact of 
the final moments, in Court. Once a decision is available, the 
matter of extending assistance to the temple would 
automatically resolve itself. Any change in the assistance 
being extended should be considered only if the courts are 
unable to hand down a decision to the satisfaction of all 
concerned parties. If as a result of the decision of the 
court, the memory can indeed be better preserved in India, the 
matter would get resolved quite easily. And if this happens 
before 1997 January, it would be most appropriate. 

( N. Ravi ) 
Charge d' Affaires 
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
NEW DELHM 10011 


February 7, 1995 


FAX M K 3 S A 0 K 
foreign New Delhi 

To : Indembassy Tokyo Fax No. 00 01 3 3234 486G. 

C.D.A. from J3(AP) 

Pleaso ring me up urgently tomorrow 
morning between 7 to b A.M. at my residence 
telephone No. 621 0461. 



( R.S. Kalha ) 
Joint Secretary(AP) 


Ts- ffes/6 /ft. fa? 


\ 


TOP 


'yMTOET 


Ministry of External Affairs 
Joint Secretary(AP) 1 s Office 


P.M.O. may please refer to their U.O. 
No. 870/ll/P/10/93-Pol dated 9 August, 1994 
regarding Netaji. 

Foreign Secretary has directed that a 
copy of TS note No. 89/2/1/94-TS dated 22 July 
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IMMEDIATE 


COPY NO. 


No. 89/2/1/94-TS 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR) 
CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL. SACHIVALAYA) 
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN 





New Delhi, the 22nd July, 1994. 


Subject:- Controversy about Netaji's death and allegations that 
he was an MI-6 Agent. 


Record note of discussion of the meeting held at 3.00 P.M. 

on 20th July, 1994, in the Committee Room, Cabinet Secretariat, 

Rashtrapati Bhavan, New Delhi, on the above subject, is given 

below: - 

"It was noted that in the context of: 

(i) A series of articles published in Moscow in the magazine 
"Asia and Africa Today" alleging that Netaji was an MI-6 
agent ; 

(ii) Netaji's birth centenary due in 1997 and the stand taken 
by the Bose Academy in Japan that the GOI should take 
possession of the mortal remains of Netaji; 

the Prime Minister Office had asked MHA to prepare a paper 

for the Cabinet. 

2. During the course of discussions, it was observed that: 

(a) the publication of the Articles had attracted very little 
media attention so far; 

(b) the publication had taken place in a magazine whose 

circulation was dwindling rapidly; 

(c) on account of the efforts made by MEA, the Articles had 

not been translated or re-printed; 

(d) apart from containing the allegation that Netaji was 

secretly assisting the MI-6, the Articles by themselves 
were not derogatory; 

(e) as considerable time had elapsed since these Articles 

appeared (during the period August - October, 1993) and 
thus far had evoked no media interest, it was very 
unlikely that these would appear in the Indian media in 
the future; 

(f) the Bose Academy had not issued an ultimatum regarding the 
handing over of the ashes but merely made a representation 
on the grounds that its members were rapidly aging and may 
not be able to discharge their present duties. 

(g) the GOI was paying for the upkeep of the mortal remains in 
Renkoji temple and the management could be persuaded to 
continue with this arrangement if the upkeep charges were 
increased . 
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3. The following conclusions were arrived at: 

(i) Since the Articles had not attracted any media attention 
so far, it was unlikely that such a contingency would 
arise in the future. Even in the unlikely event of these 
Articles appearing in the local media, its ripple effects 
were likely to be minimal since the basic thrust of the 
Articles did appear to project Netaji in a patriotic light 
as an opponent of fascism. However, some sensitivity did 
attach in this very suggestion of an association 
presumably even if falls - such as Netaji with MI-6. 
Prudence demanded therefore that GOI response on this 
issue should be minimal and as low key as possible. In 
fact, the issue is best left alone and if possible, 
allowed to be forgotten. 

(ii) As regards the question of taking possession of the ashes 
was concerned, no particular advantage lay in taking a 
decision on this at this juncture since the birth 
centenary celebrations were due only in 1997. Therefore, 
a view could be taken in the matter in 1996-9-7 and till 
such time status quo should be maintained. The temple 
management may be persuaded to continue with the upkeep of 
the ashes and, if necessary, the maintenance charges being 
paid to the temple may be suitably increased to meet the 
increased cost. 

(iii) Since it was best that as little publicity as possible was 
given to the entire issue, it was felt that it may not be 
necessary to place this matter before the Cabinet. PM may 
be apprised accordingly and his directions obtained. 


Sd/- 

(P.P. Prabhu) 
Additional Secretary. 

To 


Shri K. Padmanabhaiah , Home Secretary. 


v/Copy endorsed to Shri K. Srinivasan, Foreign Secretary. 






(Sanjiv Misra) 
Joint Secretary. 
18.8.1994. 
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NEIAJIiS^ASHE§^AND_THE^NEgp^IO 

REPAIRIAIE^TH5M^TQ« INDIA 

Following Japan ; s surrender to the allied forces^ 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose embarked upon a journey from 
Saigon to Dairen in Manchuria* by a Japanese bomber. On 
board the plane were* besides Netaji* his INA associate 
Col. Habibur Rahman* Japanese officers posted to 
Manchuria and crew members. The plane had left Saigon at 
5,00 p.m. on August 17* 1945 and arrived at Touraine at 
7.45 p. m. The party spent the night there. The next 
morning* i.e, on August IB* 1945 they had left Touraine 
and arrived at Taipei at 2.00 p.m. The party had lunch 
there. And the plane took off at 2.35 p.m. from Taipei. 
Within a few seconds* the plane crashed and Netaji had 
sustained burn injuries of the third degree and succumbed 
to his injuries in an Army hospital at Taihoku* Taiwan 
on August 18* 1945. 

Two days later* his body was cremated. The ashes 
were finally taken to the Renkoji Temple* located in 
Suginami-ku* Tokyo* an September 18* 1945. Although 
ashes are normally brought to temples only for the 
purpose of the funeral ceremony* Rev. Mochizuki* father 
of the present Head Priest of the temple* in this 
particular case* agreed to keep them in safe custody — 


considering the fact that the ashes belonged to a well- 
known Indian leaden — till such time* they could be 
taken to India. The ashes are still lying in the temple. 

To dispel the lingering doubts about the death of 
Netaji in certain quarters and to find out the truth 
about the plane-crash* Government of India appointed an 
Enquiry Committee* headed by Maj. Gen. Shah Nauaz Khan 
(INA)* in April* 1956. Other members of the Committee 
were Messrs. Suresh Chandra Bose* elder brother of 

Netaji* and S. N. Mitra* ICS. After examining all the 
evidence it had gathered* it gave a majority report on 
the 16th July* 1956. Mr. Suresh Chandra Bose gave a 
dissenting report. The Committee* inter alia* observed - 

''The Committee has come to the conclusion that 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an air-crash 
and that the ashes now at the Renkoji Temple* Tokyo* are 
his ashes. Rev. Mochizuki and the trustees of the temple 
have already kept the ashes for a number of years. Their 

services deserve to be recognised. It the ashes are 

taken to be genuine* Renkoji Temple can not obviously be 
their final resting place. Netaji died ten years ago. 
It is time that his ashes were brought to India with due 
honour* and a memorial erected over them at a suitable 
place. This we recommend for the serious consideration 
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of the Government ot India." 


The 

Government 

of 

I nd i a 

has 

accepted 

the major i ty 

report * 

con t i r m i ng 

the 

death 

of 

Ne t a j i 

on the 10 th 

August * 

1945. Referring to 

th 

i s i nqu i r y 

report* the 

then PM* 

Pt . Nehru * 

i n 

a letter 

to Sri Suresh Chandra 


Bose stated = 

" ... all the circumstantial evidence that has been 

produced and which has been referred to in the Enquiry 
Committee's report has convinced us of the fact that 
Netaji has died. In addition to this? the lapse of time 
now and the extreme improbabi I i ty ot his being al i ve 
secretly somewhere when he would be we I corned in India 
with great joy and affection* adds to that c i r cumstant i a I 
ev i dence . " 

The lapse of time mentioned in the above quoted 
letter has since been increased by another 31 years. In 
spite ot the rather clear verdict given by the Shah Nawaz 
inquiry report about the death of Netaji* the controversy 
regarding his disappearance or more accurately* "non- 
appearance" continued. Besides general dissatisfaction 
about the procedure adopted by the Committee and the 
accuracy of the findings* the Committee was particularly 
criticised for not paying a visit to Taiwan to inspect 
the site of the alleged crash. 
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Amidst rumours of Netaji having been seen al i ve 
□nee again? a petition signed by more than 350 MPs was 
presented to both the President and the PM? demanding tor 
a properly conducted judicial inquiry into the matter. 
Accepting the petition? the Cabinet appointed a one-man 
Commission of Inquiry? consisting ot Justice G. D. 
Khosla? on the 11th July? 1970. 

The Commission? atter examining al I the evidence it 
had gathered? and atter visiting all the places in Asia 
connected with the subject matter at the Inquiry? 
including Taiwan? concluded that Netaji died on the 18th 
August? 1945? two days later his ashes were carried to 
Tokyo? and that they were deposited in the Renkoji 
Temple. Justice Khosla inter alia? observed = 

" ... trom the evidence? I am convinced beyond all 
reasonable doubts that the wooden casket lodged in the 
Renkoji Temple at Tokyo contains Bose's ashes and these 
ashes were placed in the box at Taipei after the 
cremation of his dead body." 

"... Neither the order of Mr. Nehru nor the decision 
of Mrs. Gandhi to direct an enquiry into the dis- 
appearance of Subhas Chandra Bose was the consequence of 
a personal doubt or disbelief in their minds; but? in any 
event? any number ot doubts? any measure of disbelief 
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can not add upto anything. The value of such doubt is 
zero and the sum total of several zeroes is no more than 
zero.^ 

The Justice Khosla Commission's findings were 
finally accepted by the Government of India. 

Rev. Mochizuki who originally accepted the ashes 
later on got a small shrine built adjacent to the main 
hall of the temple* especially to preserve the ashes of 
Netaji. To mark the day of Netaji 's death* an August 18 
every year* the temple arranges a special memorial 
service in honour of Netaji. On August 18* 1790* a bust 
of Netaji - of about 3 feet high mounted an a 5 feet 
pedestal - was unveiled and placed near the entrance of 
the temp I e . 


Rev. Mochizuki has zealously guarded the ashes for 
34 years* hoping that India would take them back. But 
his wish could not be fulfilled in his life time* as he 
died in June 1777. His son Mr. Koshi Mochizuki has ever- 
s i nee taken over the running of the temple and taking 
care of the ashes. 


Rev . Moch i zuk i * 
Subhas Chandra Bose 
Netaji's associates 


unti I his death* and the Netaji 
Academy in Japan* consisting of 
and admirers * have been making 
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persistent efforts to ensure repatriation of these ashes 
to India. They? however* realised the sensitive nature 
of this issue and did not push matters by keeping their 
pleas within reasonable limits. At the same time* they 
did not hide their disappointment/ frustration over the 
delay and "Indian Government's indifference towards a 
national hero* who fought for India's independence"* and 
continued pleading for the repatriation of the ashes "for 
the sake of goodwill and friendship." 

Among the Indian dignitaries to visit the temple 
were President Rajendra Prasad* PMs* Pandit Nehru 
(1757)* Mrs. Gandhi (1767)* External Affairs Ministers 
Mr. A.B. Vajpayee (1770)* Mr. P.V. Narasimha Rao (1702) 
and a Parliamentary delegation led by the speaker in 
1770. 


Japanese Government* from the beginning* has played 
an important yet quiet role in the whole issue. A 
Japanese staff officer reportedly escorted the ashes upto 
the temple and requested the priest to accept them for 
his custody. In 1755* their Foreign Minister visited the 
temple and asked the priest to keep the ashes carefully. 
In January* 1702* when Gen. Iwaichi Fujiwara called on 
the Foreign and Home Ministers of India in New Delhi* he 
was accompanied by Mr. T. Mutoh of the Japanese Embassy. 
Before that he was reportedly briefed by the Japanese 
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Ambassador himself at their Embassy. 


In April? 1784 ? 


Japanese press reported that PM Nakasone had accepted the 
proposal of the Chief Policy Planner (Chairman? Policy 
Research Council) of the ruling LDP? Masayuk i Fujio to 
return the ashes to India. PM Nakasone had also 

directed Foreign Ministry officials to study the 
pr oposa I . 

Mr. Fujio? in his meeting with Amb. Madhavan on the 
25th October 1985? stated? "... It is 4Q years now since 
the war and most of the friends of Bose have passed away. 
It is impossible now to take care of his ashes in a 
proper manner." Amb. Madhavan? in a subsequent letter to 
the Ministry? wrote? "... Mr. Fujio spoke strongly in 
favour of India finding a home for the ashes." 

Fortunately? the Government of Japan has so far seen to 
it that the issue is not taken to the point of causing 
embarrassment to India. 

Right from the beginning? the Government of India 
has been constrained by the fact that close members of 
Netaji's fami ly have not been convinced about his death? 
although there was no documentary evidence to support 
their doubts. The Times of India? dated 3rd September 
1990? quoted Mr. Amiya Nath Bose? a nephew of Netaji as 
stating s "Netaji did not die in an air crash in 1945? 
but something very bad had happened to him in 1947." 


7 




The speculation was that Netaji might have been executed 
by Stalin or he had been held in custody in a 
concentration camp in the Soviet Union. On the other 
hand* Mrs. Bhakt i Bose — wife of Netaji's youngest 
brother? Mr. Salesh Chandra Bose — and her son attended 
the annual memorial service on the 18th August 1909? at 
Renkoji Temple? suggesting some sort of r econc i I i at i on on 
their part. In this connection? the opinion of Shr i P.V. 
Narasimha Rao then the Minister of External Affairs? may 
be of interest = "... It would be better if those members 
of the Netaji family who have been opposed to the idea in 
the past were to formally communicate their views to us? 
particularly if they think differently now." 

Successive Ambassadors have taken the consistent 
stand that the Renkoji Temple can not be the final 
resting place for Netaji's ashes and they should be taken 
to India in an appropriate manner. This is because? 
the moral obligation on us is not so much to accept that 
the ashes in Japan are Netaji ^ s ? but to accept the return 
of the ashes to India whether they are or not. The 
possibility of an institution like the National Museum 
receiving the ashes? without any commitment that they are 
Netaji^s ashes? or setting up a non-official committee of 
public figures to deal with the question? ascertaining 
the wishes of Netaji^s daughter? who is now reported to 
be living in America were also suggested. 
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Cabinet Committee on Political Affairs in its 
meeting dated Z7th February? 1991? examined the issue? 
based on the note prepared by the MHA. It approved the 
note. The relevant portion of the note read s 

"The issue of Neta j i 9 s death and bringing of ashes 
to India is surcharged with emotion. Ue have already had 
two enquiries on the disappearance of Netaji. It has 
already been accepted that Netaji died in the air crash 
on the 18th August? 1945 at Taihoku. The MHA are? 
therefore? of the view that no useful purpose would be 
served by holding yet another inquiry or by bringing the 
ashes back to India at present as this might create 
unnecessary tensions." 

In view of the above quoted? it is felt that if the 
Government accepts the ashes as being genuine (as it did 
when accepting the Shah Nawaz Committee and Justice? G.D. 
Khosla Commission reports)? then it lays itself open to 
the charge of not providing a home and of failing to 
treat with proper reverence the ashes of one of India's 
undoubted patriots. Besides? the political difficulties 
that could arise out of a possible disappearance of ashes 
from the Renkoji temple? should also be taken into 
account . 
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1. Rev. Mochizuki passed auiay in June? 1979. His 
son has taken over the temple and also the ashes. Far 
him? the ashes are ncit something sacred as in his 
father's case? but only one of the material things? that 
he has inherited. Uhen Netaji's old associates are no 
longer there to support this temple? he might? as we I I 
treat them as a liability. 

2. Old age continues to claim the close Japanese 
associates of Netaji. Very soon none of his associates 
wi I I be al i ve and it is uni ikely that the care and 
respect that is being accorded to his memory at present 
will also continue in future. 


3. Given the Japanese' deep respect and veneration 
for the mortal remains of the dead — including war 
criminals? let alone martyrs — it looks odd to them 
that a foreign country is hesitating to receive the 
ashes of a national hero. This is a source of adverse 
comment and publicity for India in Japan. 


4. Prospect of disappearance due to neglect can not 
be ruled out? causing avoidable trouble. Although the 
Embassy is making an annual contribution towards the 
preservation of the ashes? this in itself can not ensure 
proper care and respect for the ashes. 
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5. Articles that belonged to Netaji* like sword* 
treasures etc. have been ceremoniously received in India* 
in spite ot the doubts in some quarters about his death. 

6. Mrs. Bhakti Bose* (wife at Netaji J s youngest 
brother Mr. Salesh Chandra Bose) and her son* Mr. Vikram 
Bose have attended the memorial service recently* 
suggesting that they might have reconciled to the fact ot 
NetajiJs death* thereby removing the opposition to the 
repatriation ot the ashes. Mr. Vikram Bose* a British 
national working in a multi-national company in Tokyo has 
been attending the ceremony regularly. 

7. With the conferment of Bharata Ratna on Netji in 
recognition ot his services* it may only be natural to 
receive his ashes with due honour. 

Uith the Government of India having accepted the 
fact that the ashes are Netaji J s ashes* it is 
increasingly becoming difficult for this Embassy to 
explain especially to the Japanese people as to why the 
ashes cannot be repatriated to India. Uith the passage 
of time* the opposition in receiving the ashes appears 
less rational and is also becoming difficult to explain 
the public sensitivity on the issue* specially to those 
associates of Netaji who see some close relatives of 
Netaji attending his memorial service at the temple. 
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In view of the above mentioned! there is an urgent 
need that the Government of India repatriates the ashes 
for the safe custody; even if gaining pub I ic acceptance 
for granting the honour that these ashes deserve is sti I I 
difficult to muster. 
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SUMMARY 


Date Particulars 


Remarks 


17.8.1945 Netaji leaves Saigon arrives Tourine 

18.8.1945 Netaji leaves Tourine and arrives 
Taipei. In the afternoon, soon 
after plane takes off, it crashes. 

20.8.1945 Netaji's body is cremated at Taipei. 

18.9.1945 Netaji's ashes are brought from Taipei These were kept 

to Japan and kept in Renkoji temple in the temple 

in Suginami-ku, Tokyo pending their 

return to India 
in due course. 


April GOI appoints enquiry committee 

1956 headed by Shah Nawaz Khan. 


July Committee gives majority report 

1956 confirming the demise of Netaji in 

the air crash at Taipei and recommends 
that Netaji's ashes be brought back 
to India with honour and a suitable 
memorial erected. 


1969 

July 

1970 

1978 

July 

1979 

Jan 1982 

1982 

1984 

25.10. 

1985 

18.8.90 

27.2.91 


PM Indira Gandhi visits Renkoji temple 

GOI appoints a one-man commission Justice Khosla 

headed by Justice G.D. Khosla to conduct reiterates 
yet another examination regarding the the earlier 
final journey of Netaji. findings of the 

Shah Nawaz Khan ' s 
committee, in '74. 


EAM A. B. Vajpayee visits Renkoji 
temple . 

Rev. Mochizuki, Chief Priest of 
Renkoji Temple, who had been guarding 
Netaji's ashes passes away. 


Gen . Fu j iwara*called on Foreign & 

Home Ministers in India, New Delhi and 
to discuss the above 

EAM P . V .Narasimha Rao visits Renkoji 
Temple . 

Japanese press mentions PM Nakasone 
as having accepted proposal of Mr.Fujio, 
Chairman, Policy Research Council of 
LDP, to return the ashes to India. 

In a meeting with Ambassador Madhavan, 
Fujio makes a strong plea for the re- 
turn of the ashes to India as it is 
impossible for the Japanese to 
continue to take care of the remains 
in an appropriate manner. 


*Worked in the 
Imperial General H( 
in the Deptt. of 
Intelligence & 
Propaganda and 
established first 
contacts with the 
India Independence 
League in 1940/41 
in Thailand. Latei 
was to become Lt. 
General after the 
II World War. 


A 3-foot high bust of Netaji is placed 
near Renkoji Temple of Tokyo. 


CCPA in New Delhi while examining a note 
of the MHA observes that no useful pur- 
pose will be served by holding another 
enquiry or bringing back the ashes as 
this might create unnecessary tensions. 


Chandra Bose's Ashes 
Should Return To India' 

To the Editor: 1 

Sir: — It was on the night of 
January 10, 1966 that I dream- 
ed about Netaji Subhas Chan^ 
dra Bose appearing right in 
front of me and telling me ho\Y 
anxious he was to return to his 
homeland after 20 years’ lonely 
sojourn in Japan. I took it to 
be a sign from Netaji that we 
should redouble our efforts to 
send his ashes back to India, 

I, along with Col. Rehman, I 
who survived the aeroplane 
crash that killed Netaji, escort- 
ed Netaji’s ashes and treasure 
from Taipeh, Formosa to the 
Imperial General Headquarters 
in Tokyo. During all these 20 
long years that have elapsed 
since then, my experience of 
spending three full days with 
Netaji’s ashes has always 
lingered in my memory. 

As one of those who were per- 
sonally involved in the last days 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, I could not resist writing 
a book to clarify the circum- 
stances surrounding his untime- 
ly death as well as his activi- 
ties in Japan and elsewhere, 
which laid the groundwork for 
the subsequent independence of 
India. 

I have already finished the 
manuscript, which is now in the 
process of editing by a friend 
of mine in Calcutta, i hope that 
the book will be ready tor pub- 
lication in the near future. 

In the book, I described, to 
the best of my knowledge and 
belief, details of the aeroplane 
accident and Netaji’s tragic 
death, which still remains a 
mystery in India. 

I was moved by an article 
which appeared on the August 
27, 1965 issue of the Indian Ex- 
press, appealing, “That a for- 
eign military officer should find 
time to write a biography and 
keep vigil over the ashes of Ne- 
taji for the last twenty years, 
while India, with its mania for 
changing the street names for 
much lesser figures and defac- 
ing historical statues out of so- 
called ‘patriotic’ considerations, 
should not find time during 
these long years to transfer 
these sacred ashes home for 
grateful interment, throws a 
vivid light on the country’s 
sense of appreciation of 
patriotism.’* 

In Japan, Netaji is still high- 
ly revered as a source of in- 
spiration to all Asians. The 
August 18, 1965 issue of The 
Mainichi Daily News of Japan 
introduced my book which is 
still in manuscript form as 
“Chandra Bose's mysterious 
death cleared up in book by 
Tatsuo Hayashida.” 

I am writing this message to 
commemorate the 69th birthday 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
of January 23. I would like to 
take this opportunity to urge 
that every effort be made to ex- 
pedite a possible return to In- 
dia of Netaji’s ashes, which are 
still left alone in Japan, for 
grateful interment and eternal 
peaceful sleep in his own* home- 


land. 

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
still lives in the hearts and 
minds of the Indian people. His 
soul will be hovering over his 
beloved homeland to guide the 
destiny of India and the Indian 
people at a time when they are 
faced with internal and external 
misfortunes and difficulties in- 
cluding the untimely deaths of 
Prime Ministers Nehru and 
Shastri as well as their dispute 
with Pakistan. 

May the soul of Netaji Sub- 
has Chandra Bose become the 
guardian of not only the Indian 
people hut also the whole of 
Asia, and protect them from 
any jnisfortune. 

TATSUO HAYASHJDA,* 

, Fukuoka ^ \ 




An official Indian mission arrived in Tokyo last night 
aboard an Air France plane to investigate the reported death 
of Subhas Chandra Bose, leader of the wartime Indian inde- 
pendence movement. 

The Indian leader was reported to have been killed in 
an air crash in Taiwan on Aug. IS, 1945, three days after Japan's 
surrender, but there had been extensive speculation regarding 
the incident and the whereabouts of considerable gems and 
other valuables. 

Left to right are Suresh Chandra Bose, the older brother 
of Subhas Chandra Bose; Shah Newaz Khan, head of the mis- 
sion, and S. N. Maitra. Kyodo Photo 
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Bose Team 
Asks Help 

Tho Indian Mission, now in 
Japan inquiring into the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the i 
death of Subhas Chandra Bose, 
yesterday asked for informal ion 1 
from the public that would help 
them in their investigation. 

The appeal, signed by Shah 
Nayvaz Khan who is chairman of j 
the official Indian Government 
committee, ashed any persons 
having information to call or 
write to the committee by May 
15 at the Indian Embassy. 

The committee yesterday call- * 
ed on Foreign Minister Shigemi- 
tsu asking the Japanese Govern- 
ment for cooperation in their 
inquiry. 

















INDIAN Ambassador B. R. Sen and th *ee members of the Indian 
Mission investigating the death of Subhas Chandra Bose, Indian 
independence leader in 1945, yesterday called on Foreign Minis- 
ter Shigemltsu requesting Japanese Government cooperation. 
Photo shows (from left to right) Mr Suresh Chandra Bose, 
Bose's elder brother, Mr Shigemitsu, Ambassador Sen, Mr Shah 
Nawaz. Khan* head of the mission, and Mr S. N. Mltra, of the 
Bengal Provincial Government, 




Bose’s Survey Mission 
Sees Foreign Minister 

The three-man Indian mission 
here to investigate the cir- 
cumstances of the death of 
Subhas Chandra Bose called on 
Foreign Minister Mamoru Shi- 
gemitsu Monday afternoon ac- 
companied by Indian Ambas- 
sador B.R. Sen. 

The mission headed by ex- 
general Shah Nawaz Khan is 
setting up a temporary office in 
the chancery of the Indian Em- 
bassy and has to gather infor- 
mation relating to the alleged 
death from a number of wit- 
nesses. 




Bose Inquiry Mission 
Asks Help From Public 

Shah Nawaz Khan, chairman 
of the Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose Inquiry Commission, now 
visiting Japan to inquire into 
the last known phase of the ac- 
tivities of Bose, said in a state- 
ment yesterday that it would 
welcome information on the sub- 
ject of their inquiry from any 
member of the public. 

Such persons are requested to 
call in person or write to the 
Chairman of the Committee by 
May 15 at the. Indian Embassy, 
Naigai Building, Marunouchi, 
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo. The tele- 
phone number is 28-1788. 



INDIAN INVESTIGATORS HERE — Three visitors from 
India, here to investigate the circumstances surrounding the 
death of the wartime leader of Indian independence movement, 
Chandra Bose, yesterday called on Foreign Minister Mamoru 
Shigemitsu at the Foreign Office. There have been rumors 
that Bose, who was reported to have died in a plane crash 
over Taiwan at the end of the war with a cache of priceless 
jewels in his possession, is alive. From left to right are Suresh 
Chandra Bose, brother of the late Indian patriot; Shigemitsu, 
Indian Ambassador B. R. Sen, Shah Nawaz Khan and Sarikar 
Nath Maitra. 
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Asahi Evening News, Tuesday, may 8, 1956 

Bose Inquiry Mission 
Welcomes Public Help 

The Committee appointed by 
the Government of India to en- 
quire into the last known phase 
' of the activities of Netaji Sub- 
has Chandra Bose, has arrived 
in Tokyo and has started its 
work, Committee Chairman 
Shah Nawaz Khan announced 
Monday. 

The Committee would wel- 
come information on the sub- 
ject of their enquiry from any 
member of the public. 

Such persons may kindly call 
in person or write to the Chair- 
man of the Committee by the 
j 5th of May, 1956, at the India** 

• Embassy, Naigai Building.^ Ma- 
runouehi, Chiyoda-ku, . Tokyo 
(28-1788). ^ 
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Indian Official Debunks 

■ 

Story Bose Had Jewels 




By KiyOAKI MURAT A 

A visiting Indian official took 
the diamond glamor off the 
Chandras Bose mystery when 
he disclosed in an interview 
yesterday that no “fabulous 
riches” were involved in the 
last known days of the Indian 
independence leader. 


The man who debunked the 
popular local belief that a chest- 
ful of jewels has been missing 
since the reported death of Bose 
nearly 11 years ago is Shah 
Nawaz Khan, chairman of the 
Chandra Bose Inquiry Commis- 
sion. 


“We came here with an open 
mind to find out the truth” 
about the Indian leader, Khan 
said. “We have no preoccupa- 
tion about it one way or the 
other — whether he did or did 
not die in August 1945.” 


ter was fatally burned in an 
airplane crash near Taipei in t 
1945. 

The Bose mystery is a closed 
matter, however, as far as the 
few Japanese who were asso- 
ciated with the Indian leader 
are concerned. 

But some sources maintain 
that there is not a single indivi- 
dual who can offer conclusive 
evidence that Bose died in the 
air crash. 

The doctor, for instance, these 
sources point out, had not seen 
Bose alive, but was only told 
by a nurse that the charred and 
blackened patient he treated 
was Bose, 


The official denied as totally 
unfounded the report that the 
inquiry is being made at this 
late date to find a new political 
leader to replace Premier Nehru. 

Khan explained the seeming 
delay of several years in the 
investigation by saying: 


“We did not come earlier be- 
cause Japan was occupied by 
America. There might have 
been American interference, and 
besides, Japanese people might 
have been embarrassed.” 


Also Mamoru Shigemit.su, who 
was Foreign Minister in the last 
days of the war and knew Bose 
well is now Foreign Minister 
again, Khan pointed out. 

The so-called treasure in the 
form of diamonds and other pre- 
cious stones Bose was supposed 
to have been carrying is a myth, 
Khan said. “Actually they were 
ornaments of no great value,” 
he asserted. “I know it because 
wl was in Mr. Bose's government- 
in-exile as War Minister.” 

The items were sent to India 
. and they are now in the Na- 
i tional Museum at New 1 Delhi, 
he revealed. 


Khan said his commission • 

\ was created by the Indian De- 

* partmerit of External Affairs 
5 and the mission’s report on the 
5 inquiry will be submitted to the 

* Indian , Parliament. 

J The Chandra Bose Inquiry 
Commission will be in Japan for 
about a month, during which 
it will seek as much informa- 
tion about Bose as possible, 

Khan said. 

One of the chief witnesses for 
the commission will be a Kyu- 
' shu doctor who is reported to 
have treated Bose when the lat- 














Information Asked 
On Subhas C. Bose 

The Committee appointed bv 
the Government of India to 
enquire into the last known 
phase of the activities of 
Netoji Subhos Chandra Bose, 
has arrived in Tokyo and has * 
started its work. 

The Committee would wel- 
come information on the sub- 
ject of their enquiry from any 
member of the public. Such 
persons may kindly call In per- 
son or write to the Chairman 
of the Committee by the 15th 
of May 1956, at the Indian Em- 
bassy. Naigai Building, Maru- 
nouchl. Chiyoda-1.-, Tokyo, 
Telephone number 28-1788 
Shah -Nowax IChan, Chairman. 
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May II, !9f' i 


NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 
ENQUIRY COMMISSION 


The Committee appointed* by the Govern- 
ment of India to enquire into the last known 
phase of the activities of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose, has arrived in Tokyo and has started its 
work. The Committee v *Jd welcome infor- 
mation on the subject of jt\e\r enquiry from any 
member of the public. Such persons may kind- 
ly call in person or write to the Chairman of 
the Committee by the 15th of May 1956, at 
the Indian Embassy, Naigai Building, Maruno- 
uchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Telephone number 
28-1788. 

Tokyo, Dated 7. 5. 1956. 

(Shah Nawaz Khan) 
Chairman 
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Riddle of Chandra Bose 



By N. S. ANANTH 

Over 10 years after the re^ 
ported death of Subhas 
Chandra Bose, the Government 
of India has set up a commis- 
sion to go thoroughly into the 
matter of his death. The com- 
mission, composed of two of 
Bose’s close associates and his 
elder brother has now arrived 
in Tokyo in the course of its 
inquiries. 

Ever since the end of World 
War II there have been recur- 
rent rumors in India to the 
effect that Bose has been seen 
in various places. He has been 
reported as having been se^n 
in Indian villages, in China, in 
Russia and elsewhere. The 
Government of India has often 
been asked what proof it has 
that Bose really died as has 
been reported. 

One question which is often 
raised is why Bose does not 
show himself if he is alive. A 
hero's welcome awaits him if 
he returns to India. According 
to some people, he can even 
pose a challenge to Nehru as a 
leader. His past career does not 
belle it. Besides, his wife and 
daughter are still alive in Eu- 
rope. These factors seem to 
show that he is indeed dead. 

On the other hand, Muthura- 
! mallinga Thevar of South In- 
; dia has stated that he has had 
extensive correspondence with 
Bose, who according to him, is 
now living in China and is 
engaged in some mission. Ac- 
cording to Thevar, Bose will 
re-emerge when his mission is 
completed. 

For a long time, the Govern- 
ment of India did not display 
any interest in the matter. They 
accepted Bose’s death as settled 
and left it at that. Last August 
the First Secretary of the In- 
dian Embassy in Tokyo attend- 
ed a memorial service held for 
Bose in the Renkoji Temple in 
Tokyo. 

•Last September, Prime Min- 
ister Nehru stated in reply to 
a question by H. V. Kamath on 
the floor of the Lok Sabha (Low- 
er House of Indian Parliament) 
“We cannot simply interfere in 
their (Japan’s) territory, more 
especially also because all the 
principal witnesses are either 


Japanese Government officials 
or others connected with the 
Government.” 

Despite this understandable 
reluctance, the Indian Govern- 
ment had to bow to the mount- 
ing pressure and appoint a com- 
mission to inquire into the mat- 
ter, so great has Bose’s stature 
become. 

Bose and his Indian National 
Army haS now grown into 
legendary proportions in India. 
The life of this man was such 
that it could easily pass into 
legend. The mystery of his re- 
ported death was the catalyst 
which brought it to that stage. 

He was bom in the holy city 
of Cuttack on Jan. 23, 1897 to 
a distinguished family. After 
a brilliant scholastic career, 
which was marred by one inci- 
dent, involving a fight with a 
British professor on account of 
the professor’s manhandling 
some Indian students, for which 
he was suspended from the Uni- 
versity for a period of two years, 
he proceeded to England to 
study for the Indian Civil Ser- 
vice. After passing the exami- 
nation, he gave up the Civil Ser- 
vice, the first man to do so, be- 
cause he felt it repugnant to 
serve a bureaucracy which held 
India in bondage. He then re- 
turned to India where he im- 
mediately plunged into the na- 
tional liberation struggle — and 
prison. 

This was followed by a stor- 
my career of agitation and im- 
prisonment. During this time 
he was also constantly at odds 
with Gandhi and others of the 
high command of the Indian Na- 
tional Congress. Despite this 
he was elected president of the 
Congress in 1938 and again in 
1939, when he defeated Pattabhi 
Sitaramayya, who was support- 
ed by Gandhi and Nehru. 

But he resigned the presiden- 
cy soon after and formed the 
Forward Bloc” as a platform 
for the radical elements of the 
Congress. Later the “Forward 
Bloc” split with the parent or- 
ganization. 

Meanwhile, Bose was arrested 
in July 1940, but was released 
in December of the same year 
though kept under strict police 



never on the plane and some 
that he escaped when the plane 
crashed. Naturally all the docu- 
ments and papers relating to 
this incident are now lost. This 
is not to be wondered at when 
one remembers that this was at 
the time when the “Mighty Nip- 
pon Empire” was cracking. But 
this fact has rendered the Bose 
mystery highly complicated. 

As if the situation were not 
complicated enough already, 
some circles have also raised 
the question of foul play. They 
claim that the huge quantity of 
jewels which were being carri- 
ed by Bose at the time of his re- 
ported death might have also 
played s ome part in the drama. 

According to the Japanese 
side, these jewels were collect- 
ed after Bose’s death and were 
given to a certain Rama Murthy, 
who was then the president of 
the Tokyo Chapter of the Indi- 
an Independence League. The 
present whereabouts of Rama 
Murthy are also unknown. 

A point which is highly in- 
teresting in this connection is' 
that some time before the end 
of the war Rama Murthy was 
removed from the presidency 
and H. Ramaiah was installed 
in his place. Next day, it is al- 
leged, the Indian leaders in 
Tokyo were called to the Japa- 
nese military headquarters and 
were beaten up and forced to 
re-install Rama Murthy as the 
president, under threat of im- 
prisonment. 

Thus the Commission has 
three alternatives to choose 
from; alive, dead, or murdered. 
But whatever ‘may be the find- 
ings of the commission, India 
is bound to hear of Netaji Sub- 
has Chandra Bose for a long 
time to come. 
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Bose Jewels 
“Airdropped 

A Japanese mine owner today said Japanese army offi- 
cers told him the "missing jewels " of Indian independence 
leader Chandra Bose had been airdropped into rugged 
mountain country in south central Japan a few days after 
World War II ended. 


Bondai, Mori, of Gifu City, 
said he had offered to meet 
with a three-man Indian mis- 
sion which came to Japan last 
week “to get the answers to 
the Bose mystery.” 

He said the Indian group had 
not yet given him an appoint- 
ment. 

Bose, who collaborated with the 
Japanese during World War II, 
reportedly was killed in an air 
crash at Taipeh two days after 
the war ended. 

Many reports claim he was 
carrying “a fortune in jewels” at 
the time. 

There have been recurring re- 
ports in India that Bose is still 
alive. The Japanese Governmejft' 
says flatly he was killed and that 
his ashes a r e in a Tokyo temple. 
Japanese authorities say thj 


his possessions were turned 


to another Indian 


es say tha| all 
jre turned 
Wlio repofwny 


disappeared a few days later. 

This is Mori’s story, as told 
to the Associated Press: 

A few days after the war 
ended, residents of the area saw 
a Japanese military plane fly 
in from the direction of the 
Pacific Ocean, swoop low over 
a mountain area, and drop 
some boxes. 

Not long after, American army 
officers searched the area. 

Then, in 1947, a group of for- 
mer Japanese military officials, 
armed with maps, also searched 
the area but refused to say what 
they were seeking. 

The same group returned in 
1948 and again in 1949. On their | 
last visit, Mori got them talking 
to him at an inn and they told 
him they were looking for the 
Bom Jewel* “which were dropped 
Into thl* region Jutt after the' 


reportedly war ended,*" 











Bose Inquiry Commission 
Questions 5 Witnesses Here 


The visiting Subhas Chandra 
Bose Inquiry Commission from 
India announced in Tokyo yes- 
terday that it has met Coi. 
Nonagaki and K. Arab former 
staff officer and captain of the 
defunct Japanese Army Air 
Force, respectively. 

They are two of the survivors 
of the crash of the plane which 
carried Subhas Chandra Bose. 

Another witness questioned 
twice to date by the Commission 
was Lt. Gen. S. Isoda, former 
head of the Hikari Kikan or- 
ganization which acted as liai- 
son between the wartime Japa- 
nese Government and the pro- 
visional Government of Azad 


Hind, headed by Subhas Chan- 
dra Bose. 

Isoda was responsible for mak- 
ing the transportation arrange- 
ments for Netaji Bose’s journey 
from Saigon onwards. 

Also questioned was Dr. K. 
Watanabe who was attached to 
the military wing of 'the Hikari 
Kikan. 

The Commission has also ex- 
amined Jaya Murti, brother of 
Rama Murti, president of the 
Indian Independence League in 
Japan during the war, who was 
in close touch with Col. Habibul 
Rahman and S. jV. Iygr after 
the plane crash. ■—*' 
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D.C. may seek U.S. permission 
for Japanese fishermen to fish 
in waters east of 175 degrees 
west longitude, the demarca- 
tion line set by the U.S., Ca- 
nada and Japan in the 1952 
fisheries talks. 

Kono's main objective in the 
U.S., however, is to discuss the 
Japan-Soviet fisheries agree- 
ment with the U.S. Government 
and get the latter’s understand- 
ing, Nemoto said. 


To Rest 3-4 Days In Paris 

United Press 

PARIS, May 16. — Japanese 
Agriculture and Forestry Min- 
ister Ichiro Kono started a 
three or four day rest here 
today after more than two 
weeks of tough bargaining with 
the Soviets resulted in his 
signing a new fisheries agree- 
ment in Moscow. 

The minister and his 21-man 
party arrived here last night 
from Copenhagen, where they 
had stopped off on their way 
from Moscow. They plan to 
stay "three or four days be- 
fore going on to Tokyo via 
London and New York, a mem- 
ber of the delegation said. 

1 Kono looked very tired on 
his arrival last night, and said 
that the negotiations almost 
broke down when the whole 
delegation walked out Satur- 
day. But the Russians "came 
round to our point of view,” 
he said. 

Kono is staying at the Hotel 
Raphael. 


Temporary Pact 
Details Later 

The temporary agfeement 
covering the 1956 salmon fish- 
ing season concluded Tuesday 
in Moscow will not be made 
public until Agriculture-Forest- 
ry Minister Ichiro Kono re- 
turns home, Foreign Ministry 
officials said Wednesday. 

Government officials view 
the temporary agreement as 
a gentlemen's agreement be- 
tween Kono and Soviet Fishery 
Industry Minister A. Ishkov 
and say that it cannot be made 
public. 

The annex to the Russo-Ja- 
panese fisheries pact which 
contains details of salmon 
fishing restrictions and curbs 
on the takes of herring and 
crab was revealed by the For- 
eign Ministry late Tuesday 
night 

This provides that salmon 
fishing, including fishing for 


Welcomes Soviet 
Armed Reduction 

United Press 

WASHINGTON, May 16.— 
Secretary of State John Foster 
Dulles told his news confer- 
ence Tuesday that the United 
States welcomes the Soviet an- 
nouncement of its intention to 
reduce its armed forces by 
1,200,000 men "if this proves 
to be evidence of an intent to 
forego the use of force in in- 
tern a tion a 1* affairs/' 

However, he said he believed 
that the obvious explanation of 
the Soviet moVe was an eco- 
nomic one. He explained that 
the Soviet Union was forced to 
shift manpower from its gigan- 
tic military establishment to in- 
dustry and agriculture where 
the need was greater. 

The Secretary also said that 
it is extremely difficult to ver- 
ify a cut in manpower. He 
would have preferred to see 
the Soviet Union reduce its ar- 
maments instead, he said. 

"It should be noted/' Dulles 
said, "that there will be no 
verification of actual reduction 
in the Soviet Union from the 
now estimated level of more 
than 4-million men, since there 
will be no inspection of the 
proposed reduction.” 

A real disarmament program, 
the Secretary pointed out, 
should include a system for 
guarding against great sur- 
prise attacks. One such guard 
would be President Eisenhow- 
er's "open skies” plan which 
Russia so far has rejected, he 
noted. 

"It should provide reductions 
in weapons/' he added, "which 
can be more effectively con- 
trolled than manpower, as 
trained men can be rapidly 
shifted back to arms, if arms 
exist. It should also include 
an effective system for verify- 
ing these reductions.” 

Dulles said that the United 
States "is always ready to join 
with the Soviet Union an4 
other nations in a program 
which allows the world to re- 
duce further the burden of 
armaments in safety and secu- 
rity, bring under control the 
nuclear threat, minimize the 
danger of surprise attack by 
the President’s ‘open sky' plan 
as well as by other checks, and 
release more economic resourc- 
es for peaceful purposes.” 
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Bose Inquiry 
Held In Secret 

Members of an Indian commission are interview* 
ing three to five Japanese a day about the fate of 
Subhas Chandra Bose, wartime Indian Independence 
leader, but keeping secret the information they 

obtain. 


An official of the Indian Em- 
bassy here said members of the 
three-man commission “do not 
wish to reveal details at this 
time of their work because to 
do so would hinder and perhaps 
bias future Interviews with 
others who have information.” 

Bose, who worked with the 
Japanese Government during 
World War II, reportedly was 
fatally injured in an air crash at 
Taipeh two days after the war 
ended. Some reports say he was 
carrying a fortune in jewels at 
the time. j 

There have been rocuiring tv- j 
ports in India that Bose Is still \ 
alive. What happened to the 
jewels, if they existed, has never! 
been determined. 

The Japanese Government says 
Bose died in a Taipeh hospital 
the day after the crash and that 
hi* personal effects were handed 
over to another Indian who had 
been associated with Boee in Ja- 
pan. The Government says Bose's 
ashes are now In a Tokyo tem- 
ple, waiting to ba claimed by 
either the Indian Government or 


by Bose’s relatives. 

So far, it was learned, the com- 
mission has interviewed at least 
three former Japanese military 
officers who survived the Taipeh 
crash; a rescue worker at Taipeh 
who reportedly helped carry the 
wounded Bose from the crash; a 
Japanese doctor who treated 
Bose after the crash and before 
his reported death in a Taipeh 
hospital; and a Japanese liaison 
officers who worked with Bose’s 
organization In Japan. 
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Rama Murti’s Surrender 


To British Officer Denied 


The 


By Rene-Georges Inagaki, Staff Writer 

brother of M. Kama Murti said. 


















Murti, wartime president of the 
Indian Independence League in 
Japan, denounced Saturday as 
“without foundation and 
ridiculous” allegations made by 
certain Indian circles that Murti 
had “surrendered.” to a British 
officer after the war’s end. 

Jaya Murti, vice-president of 
the Far East Trading Com- 
pany, Ltd., made the following 
statement regarding the rela- 
tionship between his brother 
and Colonel J.G. Figgess: 

“Two or three weeks after 
Japan’s surrender, Colonel Fig- 
gess and an American officer 
came to our house in Tokyo 
and requested permission to 
meet Mr. S.A. Iyer and Colonel 
Habibul Rahman.” 

SA. Iyer was reportedly the 
No. 2 man in the Indian In- 
dependence League and Colonel 
Kahman was Subhas Chandra 
Bose's aide who allegedly 
travelled with Bose in the plane 
which crashed at Taipeh. 

Allegations in a previous re- 
port attributed to certain In- 
dian circles said Rama Murti 
and SA. Iyer were the only 
IN A officials who “surrendered” 
to Colonel Figgess. 

Jaya Murti went on to say: 

“After half an hour’s talk 
jthey left our home but inform- 
ed my brother that they would 
further keep in contact with 
him to get in touch with Iyer 
and Rahman. 

“Subsequently Colonel Fig- 
gess called two or three times 
together with the American of- 
ficer. 

“He was mostly interested to 
get a report from Rahman as 
he had been a military , officer 
in the British Army before he 
joined Bose’s Indian National 
Army.” 

Jaya Murti said, “Personally 
I was most impressed by Col- 
onel Figgess' most civil be- 
havior.” 

Later on the American officer 
took charge of flying Iyer and 
Rahman back to New Delhi, 



“I was present when he 
brought the instructions to the 
two, and accompanied them 
with my brother to Tachikawa 
Airport and saw them off.” 

Murti said he believed Rah- 
man now lives in West Paki- 
stan and that his testimony had 
been made available to the In- 
dian Bose Enquiry Commission 
now in Tokyo to investigate the 
circumstances of Bose’s death. 

Rahman who arrived at 
Murti’s Tokyo home with hands 
burned in the crash which he 
survived is “irrevocable evi- 
dence” of Bose’s death, Murti 
said. 

Murti said that Colonel Rah- 
man later told him Colonel Fig- 
gess wanted to know the reason 
for his conversion, to Bose's 
cause and that the reply was 
that it had been of his free 
will and for patriotic reasons. 

Rahman, furthermore, cate- 
gorically told Figgess that Bose 
had died in that crash, Murti 
said. 

Colonel Figgess has recently 
been reassigned as military at- 
tache to the British Embassy 
in Tokyo. 

Jaya Murti said that his 
brother and Iyer went to the 
Japanese military headquarters 
and brought Bose’s ashes to 
their home in a small casket. 

He said that they had re- 
ceived nothing other than the 
casket. 

Jaya Murti said he was not 
interested in the matter of the 
supposedly missing jewels but 
was indignant about the false 
accusations that his brother 
had “surrendered.” 
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Bose Enquiry Commission 
Bares Witnesses' Names 

The Subhas Chandra Bose 
Enquiry Commission Tuesday 
announced the names of the 
witnesses it has examined dur- 
ing the past four days. 

The three-man Indian com- 
mission which includes the elder 
brother of the wartime leader 
of the Indian National Army, 
is enquiring into the “circum- 
stances of Bose's death/* 

Bose is believed to have died 
as a result of burns sustained 
when his plane crashed shortly 
after take off from Taipeh on 
August 19, 1945, four days after 
Japan's unconditional sur- 
render. 

The Commission said it ex- 
amined on May 18 “Colonel 
Yano, staff officer who was 
in charge of the Intelligence 
section of the Headquarters of 
the Southern Army at Saigon/* 

On May 21 the Commission 
heard “Major Kinoshita, an of- 
ficer who was attached to the 
Imperial General Headquarters 
at Tokyo/* 

On the same day it also 
listened to “Lt. Col. Takakura, 
ex-Staff Officer in the Imperial 
General Headquarters, Tokyo, 
Who was in charge of the poli- 
tical section through which the 
Indian National Army and the 
Hikari Kikan dealt with the 
Japanese Government/* 

On Tuesday it examined 
<4 Dr. T. Yoshimi, the Surgeon 
(captain) who was in charge 
of Nammon Military Hospital 
at Taihoku, Formosa, a place 
where the plane is alleged to 
have crashed." 
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Indian Commission Divided 


On Issue Of Bose’s Death 


By Rene-Georges Inagaki, Staff Writer 














A deepening divergence of 
opinion among the 3-man offi- 
cial Indian commission now 
here to probe the “circum- 
stances of Subhas Chandra 
Bose’s death” will most likely 
thwart a unanimous conclusion 
as to whether he is dead or 
not, it was learned Saturday 
from sources claiming inside 
knowledge. 

The Subhas Chandra Bose 
Enquiry Commission which had 
been examining witnesses since 
May 10, is scheduled to return 
to India Tuesday, June 5. 

This Commission was appoint- 
ed by the Indian Government to 
determine whether the wartime 
leader of the Indian National 
Army really died or not, and 
in what manner, but not to clear 
up the mystery revolving around 
the fortune in jewels he was 
alleged to hav e carried with 
him. 

Bose was reported to have 
died of burns sustained when 
his plane crashed upon take-off 
from Taipeh on August 19, 

1945. 

The plan of the Japanese 
military command and of 
Bose, it Was reported, was to 
land him, or parachute him in 
Manchuria, so that he could 

proceed to Soviet Russia. There 

| are other reports to the effect 
that Bose had made contacts 
with the Soviet Embassy in To- 
kyo several months before the 
surrender. 

A good number of people in 
India, and some in Japan, assert 
that no conclusive proofs have 
been offered that Bose really 
died in Taipeh. 

(The “Hikari Kikan" a Japa- 
nese politico-intelligence group 
was in charge of liaison with 
the Indians and handling Bose's 
travel. Some 15 members of 
the former Hikari Kikan in- 
cluding its former head Lt. Gen. 
Iwakuro and a ranking officer 
called Suenaga, gave a dinner 
at the Chinzanso restaurant for 
the 3-man Commission May 29. 
Some of the hosts are believed 
to have appeared as witnesses 
before the Commission.) 

According to a report, the 
Commission is sharply split 
regarding the validity of some 
testimony due to a number of 
allegedly conflicting statements. 

One minor example, it was 
learned, revolved around the 
gold Waltham wrist watch Bose 
allegedly gave a witness before 
dying of the burns. 

Whereas the witness describ- 
ed the watch as round, Bose’s 
ex-aide Col. Habibul Rahman 
allegedly told the Commission 
in India that it had been square 
(or vice versa). There was an- 
other point about the propeller 
of the twin engine plane. One 
witne ' 1 
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is alleged to have crashed.” 

For example in its first press 
note it referred to one witness 
as “one of the survivors of the 
plane-crash." In its second note 
it referred to another witness 
as the one who “travelled in 
the same ill-fated plane which 
carried Subhas Chandra Bose 
and later crashed." 

In its third note issued on 
May 16, it begins to change its 
position. In this note it fefers 
to a witness as “...art eyewit- 
ness to the plane crash and 
helped in the rescue work." 
But in later paragraphs it de- 
scribes another witness as “one 
of the survivors of the 'alleged' 
plane crash." 

From its fourth note issued 
on May 22, the Commission 
definitely takes a cautious tone. 
It refers to Formosa as “a place 
where the plane is alleged to 
have crashed." 

This change to an attitude 
which puts into doubt the fact 
of the crash itself, was in part 
due to protests from some In- 
dian circles here. These Indians 
charged that the chairman of 
the Commission, Shah Nawaz 
Khan came here with the opin- 
ion that Bose had died in the 
crash and was only attempting 
to confirm it. 
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Indian Group 
End Inquiry 
On Bose Death 





The Indian commission en- 
quiring into Subhas Chandra 
Bose's death is winding up its 
examination of witnesses Tues- 
day by interviewing Colonel 
J.G. Figgess, military attache 
of the British Embassy, it was 
learned Monday. 

The 3-man “Subhas Chandra 
Bose Enquiry Commission/* 
headed by Shah Nawaz Khan 
and including the Indian war- 
time leader’s elder brother 
Suresh, is scheduled to leave 
the same night by an Air India 
plane. 

It plans to examine two or 
three more witnesses in Cal- 
cutta where it will stay for 
two days, then meet again in 
New Delhi on June 17, where 
they will examine several more 
witnesses. 

The Commission, it was 
learned, is planning to see 



Rama Murti, wartime president 
of the Indian Independence 


vale 
Kun 
T) 
to : 
Indi 
of t 
C< 
cent 
ish ! 


League in Japan, who left for 
India in 1953, and a personal 
valet of the “Netaji” named 
Kundan Singh. 

The Commission is planning 
submit its report to the 
Indian Government by the end 
the month. 

Colonel Figgess, who was re- 
cently reassigned to the Brit- 
Embassy in Tokyo, was one 
of the first British officers to 
land in Japan after the sur- 
render. He dealt with Indian 
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activities in Japan. 

He was the first British offi- 
cial to interview Rama Murti 
in Tokyo after the surrender. 
Bose’s ex-aide Col. Habibul 
Rahman and S.A. Iyer, a for- 
mer Reuter correspondent and 
associate of Bose, stayed at 
Murti’s house, according to 
Murti’s brother Jaya, when 
they came from Taipeh after 
the crash in which Bose is re- 
ported to have died. 

Colonel Figgess also inter- 
viewed Rahman and Iyer be- 
fore they were back to India 
and therefore is believed to 
have valuable knowledge re- 
garding the whole affair. 

The Commission has not re- 
vealed its findings to the press 
but reports have leaked out 
that strong dissent has arisen 
among its members about vari- 
ous points of the enquiry. 
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Bose Enquiry Body 
Leaves For India 


The “Subhas Chandra Bose 
Enquiry Commission” left Ja- 
pan by Air India Tuesday night 
stating it will continue its 
examination of witnesses in 
Calcutta and New Delhi. 


The three-man Indian Gov- 
ernment - appointed Commis- 
sion’s last examined witness in 
Japan Tuesday morning was 
Colonel J. G. Figgess, military 
attache of the British Embassy. 


The Commission in its depar- 
ture statement said it examin- 
ed 30 witnesses since May 4, 
to enquire “into the last known 
phase of the activities of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 5 ’ 


The statement did not reveal 
what were its findings so far. 

The withesses included “five 
survivors of the alleged plane 
crash.” 

The Commission said it will 
examine a few witnesses in 
Calcutta, then reassemble on 
June 16 in New Delhi. 

There it will examine Kama 
Murti, wartime president of the 
Indian Independence League in 
Japan, Colonel Figgess had con- 
tacts with Murti and Bose’ aide 
H. Rahman shortly after the 
surrender. 

The Commission said that it 
called on Foreign Minister 
Mamoru Shigemitsu on June 4, 
to express their deepest grati- 
tude for the cooperation re- 
ceived. 

The Foreign Minister as- 
sured them that the Japanese 
Government will continue to 
provide any help they might re- 
quire in this matter, the Com- 
mission statement said. 
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Bose Inquiry Committee 
Returns Home to India 

The three-man Netaji Inquiry 
Committee left Tokyo for home 
yesterday aboard an Air-India 
International plane after being 
in Japan for the past month to 
clarify the circumstances of Ne- 
taji Subhas Chandra Bose’s 
death in 1945. 

The committee members were 
Shah Nawaz Khan, Suresh 
Chandra Bose, brother of the 
Netaji, and S. Maitra. 






